
 

On January 17, 2017, Governor Mark Dayton signed an agreement with USDA Farm Service 

Agency that will allocate $500 Million dollars to protect up to 60,000 acres of 

environmentally sensitive farmland in Minnesota with water quality being the target through 

the permeant easement program, The Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP). 

Landowners will be compensated to retire farmland to filter runoff and halt erosion near lakes, 

streams and rivers. It will also fund wetland restorations which will in turn, reduce flooding, 

decrease runoff and ultimately improve water quality while providing critical habitat. Other 

lands located within highly vulnerable drinking water supply areas are also eligible for the 

CREP program.  

 

CREP will provide permanent protection for sensitive water quality areas and also create 

critical habitat for pheasants, ducks, pollinators including the monarch and native bees, and 

many other species of wildlife.   

 

CREP Basics:  

 Focuses on the 

state’s highest 

priority areas for 

achieving nitrogen, 

phosphorus and 

sediment reductions, 

protecting 

vulnerable drinking 

water, and 

enhancing grassland 

and wetland 

habitats.  

 The agreement is 

administered by the 

Board of Water and 

Soil Resources 

(BWSR) and the 

USDA – Farm 

Service Agency 

(FSA), and calls for 

60,000 acres to be 

protected within the 

24.2 million acre 

CREP area at a total 

cost of $500 million.  

 Through CREP, 

landowners receive 

financial incentives from both the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and Reinvest in 

Minnesota (RIM) to protect and restore marginal cropland from agricultural production 

utilizing buffers, wetland restoration and wellhead protection practices  

 Landowners will be able to sign up for CREP at local FSA offices, beginning Spring 

2017. Projects will be scored and approved for funding in batches, based on 

environmental benefits.  
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National Pheasant Fest 

February 17-20,  2017—
Minneapolis 
 

Annual SCPF Banquet 
March 4, 2017—Sauk Centre 

 

Spring Turkey Season 

Season A Begins—4/12/17 

Season E Ends— 5/16/17 

 

MN Walleye Opener 

May 14, 2017 
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Do you want to see more birds? How do I get more birds one may ask? The answer is 

simple…. Habitat! If you build it, they will come. Pheasants live and thrive in a variety of 

upland habitats but three essential habitat elements are key to survival: high quality nesting 

cover, an abundance of food, and protective winter cover. The most important of those 

habitat elements is high quality grassland cover for nesting and brood rearing success. 

Pheasant abundance is dependent on reproductive success due to a short lifespan of only 2-3 

years. It is important for us to stack the deck in the pheasants favor by creating an 

environment in which they will thrive. Nesting habitat elements that will improve nesting 

success include an undisturbed grassland area away from the mower, predators and 

flooding. By placing high quality nesting habitat in an area free of these three main 

“predators,” you are sure to see more pheasants on your property.  

 

Your next question may be, what does high quality nesting and brood rearing cover look 

like? The ideal nesting habitat is going to provide pheasants with overhead cover to protect 

from avian predators such as hawks, an abundance of food, and open ground cover for the 

chicks to travel around and avoid 

predators before they are able to fly. 

The ideal nesting cover is a highly 

diverse native grass and wildflower 

planting. This includes cool-season 

native grasses and early-mid season 

blooming flowers to provide nesting 

cover early in the spring. The 

blooming flowers attract insects that 

pheasant chicks feed exclusively on 

for the first few weeks of their lives. 

The native grass portion of the mix will grow in bunches to provide open ground for 

pheasant chicks to travel through. A pollinator plot is a great option for providing the 

highest quality nesting habitat possible.  

 

Another important aspect of this planting is placement. Where should the ideal nesting 

cover be located? There are a couple of things to take into consideration. Nesting cover 

should be located away from areas susceptible to flooding such as wet areas or stream 

banks. Whenever possible, the planting should not be immediately adjacent to predator 

habitat in the form of woods or cattails where coyotes, skunks, raccoons and feral cats can 

thrive.  

 

Not every landowner will own a field that has all the important characteristics needed to 

maximize nesting success. A couple of things to remember are that any highly diverse 

native grass planting is going to provide numerous wildlife benefits, and that some grass is 

ALWAYS better than no grass.  

 

Contact your local Pheasants Forever Biologist or Soil and Water Conservation District 

office for more information.  

 

 

Nesting Habitat Tip 
T H E  R O O S T E R  R E V I E W  

 

Foxglove 

Beardtongue 
(Penstemon digitalis) 

 

Native perennial forb 

 

Matures to 3’ in height and 

has white to pink flowers.  

 

Prefers dry-medium soils. 

Adaptable to many condi-

tions from full sun to par-

tial shade.  

 

Easy to grow from seed.  

 

Early Blooming period 

(June-July).  

 

Matures quickly in the 

spring. Also blooms longer 

than most early season 

blooming plants.  

 

Attracts a number of differ-

ent pollinators, specifically 

bees.  

Habitat Highlight   

http://www.stearnspf.org/


 

SCPF Director, Nick Delaney, poses 

with the trophy whitetail he bagged.  

Member Photos 

SCPF Director, Jason Selvog, and 

his group of fisherman after a 

successful day on Lake of the 

Woods.  

T H E  R O O S T E R  R E V I E W  

2016 Youth Hunt 

Each year SCPF hosts a youth pheasant hunt to give kids the opportunity to experience 

a fun and successful hunt. This year the event was held at Beste’s Hunting Preserve 

near Sauk Centre, MN. Youth hunters were taught the importance of hunter safety 

before they participated in the hunt. There were 9 youth hunters, 6 mentors and 5 dogs 

in attendance. 23 birds were harvested at the event.  

 

SCPF Director, Kevin Roth, poses 

with his dog, Riley, following a 

successful late season hunt in MN.  

(Right) Hunters and 

guides pictured 

with the haul from 

the youth hunt.  

(Below) Directors take a break from guid-

ing. Pictured Left to Right (Mike Wind-

schitl, Ralph Feld, Joe Klein, Ken Fruith) 

(Below) A youth 

hunter shows off the 

beginning of his long 

tail feather collection 

(Left) Directors and 

youth participants 

shown cleaning 

birds. These youth 

had the chance to 

harvest, clean and 

cook their food.  

Field to Table  
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We’re on the 

Web 

www.stearnspf.

org 

President 

Steve Sellnow 

Treasurer 

Joe Opitz  

Habitat Directors 

Jason Selvog/ Kevin Roth 

Sponsorship Director 

Ralph Feld 

Youth Director 

Ken Fruth 

Secretary 

Kevin Roth 

Banquet Chairman 

Chris Denn 

Public Relations 

Brad Cobb 

Food Plot Coordinators 

Jason Selvog/ Kevin Roth 

Webmaster  

Michael Windschitl 

Newsletter Editor 

Kevin Roth 

Renew Your 

Member-

ship  

Today! 

                                 Message From the President              
The Stearns County Pheasants Forever Directors are 

anticipating a “great” Spring Banquet this March 4, 2017.  The 

Banquet will be in a NEW location this year; ElmerZ’s in Sauk 

Centre on March 4th.  The Board decided to try a different 

venue this year and add a little variety.  Mark your calendar for 

March 4th; Crowing and social hour at 5:30 PM and Dinner at 

7:30.  Hope we see you at ElmerZ’s in Sauk Centre on the 4th.   

Come and support your local Habitat organization.   

 

Governor Dayton and DNR propose 12 to 20% increases in 

fishing and hunting fees as follows:  Increases in ATV, boat 

and snowmobile registrations is also proposed for 2017.  DNR 

Commissioner Landwehr compares the increases to the price of 

“a scoop of minnows”; $10 million buys a lot of minnows Mr! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

SCPF is proud to announce their participation in development 

of a Pollinator Plot with North Junior High in St. Cloud. Two 

areas adjacent to North-JH will be planted to Pollinator 

friendly plants this May-June.   Students will assist with 

planning and implementing development of the pollinator plot.  

Pollinator initiatives such as this are important to support 

efforts by many to promote the awareness of the declining 

numbers of pollinators worldwide and some species in the US 

being declared as endangered.    

 

The Stearns SWCD reports that implementation of the States 

“Buffer Law” is proceeding very well locally in the County.  

Several training and information sessions have been held.  The 

SWCD reports over 90% of affected landowners are already in 

compliance with the new buffer law.  Most landowners have 

until the end of 2017 to comply with Buffering Waters of the 

Sate.   

 

- Steve Sellnow, SCPF President  

 

 

2017 SCPF Banquet — March 4, 2017 
Doors Open: 5:30PM - Elmerz—Sauk Centre, MN 

 

Kimber Custom II Two 

Tone .45 ACP with Custom 

PF Grips 

HOWA 

Multicam 

Creakote 6.5 

Creedmoor 

Complete 

Package 

(1,000 yard 

gun!) 

Benelli Super 

Black Eagle 2 12 

Gauge Shotgun 
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Some of the guns available to win 

at this year’s SCPF banquet! 

http://www.pfstore.org/?cPath=11
http://www.pfstore.org/?cPath=11
http://www.pfstore.org/?cPath=11
http://www.pfstore.org/?cPath=11

