
opens on Oct. 12, hunters are likely to 
find some areas with plenty of 
pheasants and other areas where the 
birds will be tougher to find, judging 
by results of the Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resources 
annual roadside pheasant survey.    

The roadside pheasant survey showed 
a 17 percent decrease in the overall 
pheasant index this year from 2018. 
The 2019 index was 11 percent below 
the 10-year average, and 60 percent 
below the long-term average. This 
year’s statewide pheasant index was 
37.4 birds per 100 miles of roads 
driven.

“Though some regional and statewide 
pheasant indices declined, there is still 
reason to be optimistic,” said Tim 
Lyons, upland game research 
scientist. “Birds are still abundant in 
some areas. But after a prolonged 
winter and wet spring, hunters may 
need to be choosier about where they 
go.”

Uplands that escaped spring 
snowstorms and flooding, and contain native grasses and wildflowers provided the best 
opportunities for hens to nest and raise young. These areas typically provide the best hunting 
opportunities as well. 

Looking at the survey results, the pheasant index decreased throughout much of the pheasant 
range, except in the south-central and east-central regions. There, the index grew by 24 percent 
and 13 percent, respectively, from 2018. The highest pheasant indices were in the west-central and 
south-central regions where observers reported 43 to 49 birds per 100 miles driven. Hunting 
opportunities will also be good in the southwest and central regions.

Winters that linger can delay the start of the breeding season and reduce the success of early nests. 
Heavy rain, particularly at or just after hatching, can reduce chick survival. 

Weather and habitat are the main influences on Minnesota’s pheasant population trends. Weather 
causes annual fluctuations in pheasant numbers, while habitat drives long-term population trends.

This year, deep snow cover blanketed most of the pheasant range in February and March. 
Snowmelt and rainfall in April and May contributed to widespread flooding and estimated hatch 
dates indicate that nesting activity was delayed over much of the pheasant range. The range-wide 
hatch date in 2019 was nearly a week later than in 2018, and also a week later than the 10-year 
average.

Minnesota’s 2019 pheasant season is open Saturday, Oct. 12, through Wednesday, Jan. 1.
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late bloom period.

Fall is upon us, bringing with it cooler days and 
longer nights. We are starting to see the harvest 
machines dot the landscape and hunters stalking 
game through the fields and woodlands. 

It is important for hunters to review state regula-
tions and property laws. All hunters need to be 
knowledgeable of the laws governing the land 
they intend to hunt, specifically land enrolled in 
the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), Con-
servation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP), 
Reinvest In Minnesota program (RIM), or the 
Wetland Reserve Program/Wetland Reserve Ease-
ment (WRP/WRE).

Landowners enrolled in these programs retain the right to control all access to their 
property. If they choose, the land can be posted and all hunting prohibited. If a land-
owner requests that you leave the property, you must do so or you are in violation of 
trespass laws.

Always ask permission before entering private land. You need permission to hunt on 
CRP, CREP, RIM, WRP/WRE land even if it is not posted. Trespassing is a misde-
meanor, and if convicted you could lose your license to hunt and be subjected to addi-
tional fines and punishments. All conservation and peace officers enforce trespass 
laws.  Remember, your actions reflect on all hunters. You can view the Minnesota 
DNR Trespass Law by going to following website: https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/hunting/
trespass-law.html

There are over 1.5 million acres of CRP, CREP, RIM and WRP/WRE in Minnesota. 
These acres have been established to grasses and trees to protect the soil, improve 
water quality, and provide cover for wildlife. The habitat created through grass and 
tree plantings provides food and cover for wildlife to survive and flourish. However, 
hunting of the game present is a secondary benefit for those who choose to hunt or 
allow hunting on their conservation acres. 

Walk-In Access Program Adds Hunting Opportunity 
Lands posted and enrolled in the Minnesota Walk-In Access (WIA) Program are open 
to public hunting from September 1 ‒ May 31.  WIA lands are enrolled in existing 
conservation programs such as CRP, CREP, RIM, and WRP/WRE or lands with high 
quality natural cover.   No hunting is allowed in any WIA area until it is posted. 

Walk-In Access sites are only open to hunting. Other activities such as trapping, tar-
get shooting, camping, horseback riding, fishing, dog training, etc. are prohibited. The 
ongoing success of this program depends on ensur-
ing landowners’ continued interest. 

Hunters that don’t have access to private property 
do have access to the over 1.8 million acres of addi-
tional public hunting land. These lands are mostly 
Wildlife Management Areas (WMA) and Waterfowl 
Production Areas (WPA) and are posted for public 
hunting.   Stearns County has over 18,000 acres of 
WMA and WPA land that is open to public hunting.



With the latest Continuous Conservation Reserve Program (CCRP) Signup closing in 
August, the conservation acreage picture has come into better focus.  

Overall, Stearns County had 2,517 acres of 
CRP that expired on September 30.  Reduced 
soil rental rates combined with limited 
practice availability led many landowners to 
allow their CRP contracts to expire.  Only 
159 acres of new land were enrolled.  

It’s a tough time to be a pheasant right now, 
as Stearns County has lost 6,056 acres of 
CRP since 2015 alone.  Pheasant numbers are 

strongly correlated to available habitat for both 
nesting and survival, and habitat losses of this 
magnitude are doing no favors to overall bird 
numbers.  

Currently, Stearns County still has 18,217 acres 
under CRP contracts.  Though not officially 
announced, USDA Secretary of Agriculture 
Sonny Perdue has publicly stated that he intends 
to open a General CRP Signup before the end of 
the year.  

Hunters who harvest a deer, elk, or moose out of state cannot bring the entire animal back to 
Minnesota. The restriction has been in place since 2016 under rules adopted by the 
Department of Natural Resources. In 2019, the carcass import ban was enacted in state 
statute.

"Hunters have been cooperative in the past and we expect that to continue," said Michelle 
Carstensen, wildlife health program supervisor. "We just want to make sure hunters are 
aware of the new law so they can make appropriate plans to bring their harvest home."

The restriction is part of the DNR’s comprehensive strategy to prevent the spread of chronic 
wasting disease to Minnesota deer, elk, and moose. Not moving animals, whether alive or 
dead, eliminates one means by which the disease can spread.   Hunters cannot bring whole 
deer, elk, moose, and caribou carcasses into Minnesota. The state's prohibition applies to all 
other U.S. states, Canadian provinces, and/or other areas, regardless of whether an area has 
a confirmed infection of chronic wasting disease.  Hunters wanting to bring their harvest 
back to Minnesota should plan to dress, process, or mount animals before returning. They 
are allowed to bring home:

Quarters or other portions of meat with no part of the spinal column or head attached.
Meat that is boned out or that is cut and wrapped (either commercially or privately).
Hides and teeth.
Antlers or clean (no brain tissue attached) skull plates with antlers attached; and
Finished taxidermy mounts.

Nonresidents transporting whole or partial carcasses on a direct route through Minnesota 
are exempt from the restriction.

"We always tell hunters who want to go out of state to be sure they make a plan ahead of 
time for what to do if they harvest an animal, including not only how to handle a trophy 
mount, but also about quartering the animal and bringing back the meat appropriately," 
Carstensen said.

For a video on how to cape a deer, visit the CWD video page. People should consult the 
2019 hunting regulations and the CWD webpage for the most complete information.



Watkins, Minn. - Sept. 13, 2019 - Pheasants Forever and a multitude of partners have 
permanently conserved wildlife habitat and created more upland access with the protection 
of 277 acres in central Minnesota. The Erpelding Generations Waterfowl Production Area, 
dedicated on August 28th with a large gathering of partners and sportsmen, is now available 
to the public for hunting and recreation. 

“Five generations of 
Erpeldings have enjoyed 
nature and the beauty of 
this farm for the 115 years 
it was part of the Erpelding 
family. Now the farm will 
be accessible for the public 
to enjoy, forever,” stated
Ron Erpelding, a 
conservationist, avid 
birder, and prior owner of 
the property. At the 
dedication, Ron also stated 
it was his pleasure to be the 
owner and steward of this 
family farm for 43 years. 
He shared the meaningful 
story of his grandfather 
“riding a bicycle” 115 
years ago from Iowa to central Minnesota and purchasing the tract. Also in attendance was a 
youngster by the name of Owen, who represented the sixth generation of the Erpelding 
family.

Featuring 75 acres of wetlands and over 127 restored acres of uplands, the Erpelding 
Generations WPA will provide outstanding opportunities for wildlife viewing. Since 1961, 
there have been 181 different species of birds documented on this Century Farm by Ron 
Erpelding, two of which he documented this past year and attributed to the recently restored 
prairie. This unique gem commonly provides encounters with ring-necked pheasants, wild 
turkey, deer, ducks, sandhill cranes, and a large selection of non-game species. 

“Stearns County Pheasants Forever is proud to be a part of this great project, which will add 
tremendous upland habitat, mature oak forest, wetlands, and added clean water benefits,” 
stated Steve Sellnow, chapter president for Stearns County Pheasants Forever. “This is such 
a great example of partners working together to achieve conservation goals, and to witness a 
family with such a clear appreciation for the land and their deep conservation roots is truly 
something special.”

The Erpelding Generations WPA can be found on the west side of Island Lake about 4.5 
miles north of Watkins, MN. Partners involved in the project include the Minnesota Outdoor 
Heritage Fund, Stearns County Pheasants Forever, North American Wetlands Conservation 
Act, Ronald A. & DeLayne E. (Fox) Erpelding, and the U.S. Fish 
& Wildlife Service. 

About Pheasants Forever
Pheasants Forever, including its quail conservation division, Quail 
Forever, is the nation's largest nonprofit organization dedicated to 
upland habitat conservation. 

Pheasants Forever and Quail Forever have more than 130,000 
members and 740 local chapters across the United States and 
Canada. Since creation in 1982, Pheasants Forever has spent $867 
million on 540,000 habitat projects benefiting 18 million acres 
nationwide.



We’re on the 
Web!

www.stearnspf.org

Description: Located 4.5 miles south of Cold Spring, this 177-acre WPA has it all, 
including a 127-acre prairie restoration in its third year, 75 acres of wetlands, and 
55 acres of mature hardwoods.  There have been 181 different bird species docu-
mented on the property since 1961.  Look for whitetails in the oak woods, pheas-
ants on the prairie, wood ducks in the woodland pond, and divers later in the year 
on Island Lake.  Access can be had via 131st Avenue, with two different parking 
locations.   
Game Species: Deer, Small Game, Pheasants, Waterfowl, Turkey 

President’s Message from 7 October 2019

It was a beautiful August evening when 65 people, mostly Erpelding Family members, attended the celebration and dedication 
of the newest 277-acre Waterfowl Production Area (WPA) in Stearns County south of Cold Spring in Luxemburg and Maine 
Prairie Townships.  

Stearns County Chapter of Pheasants Forever hosted the event that Wednesday at 6:30 PM.  In addition to over 60 family 
members and Stearns PF Directors, Pheasants Forever HQ staff, DNR staff, U.S. Fish & Wildlife staff, and Stearns County 
Soil & Water Conservation District staff were also in attendance.  This newest WPA site is now available for the public to 
enjoy and use year-round.

The WPA Monument onsite reads in part: “Five generations of Erpeldings have enjoyed nature and the beauty of this 
farm for the 115 years it was a part of the Erpelding family.  Now the farm will be accessible to everyone to enjoy, 
forever.”   Ron Erpelding shared highlights of the many years he was associated with the farm.   

Ron stated it was his pleasure to be the owner and steward of this family farm for 43 years.  He also shared that his grandfather 
“rode a bicycle” 115 years ago from Iowa to this farm in central Minnesota and purchased it.  The “youngest attender award” 
that evening went to Owen, representing the sixth generation of the Erpelding family.   

This WPA site is a very sought-after mix of upland, wetlands, and permanent water 
bodies.  Attendees were able to view an excellent stand of native grasses and forbs on 
the uplands established by USFWS.  

Acquisition partners include USFWS and the North American Wetlands 
Conservation Act, Pheasants Forever, and funds from Minnesota’s Clean Water, 
Land, & Legacy Amendment.  This 277-acre WPA will be available for public 
hunting this fall.  

Steve Sellnow, President 


