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Drier Spring, Summer Leads to Pheasant Rebound 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

Pheasant Season: 

October 10, 2020 — January 3, 2021 

Duck Season (Central 

Zone): 
Season A — September 26 ‒ October 4, 

2020 

Season B — October 10 ‒ November 

29, 2020 

Youth Deer Season: 

October 15 ‒ 18, 2020 

Firearms Deer Season: 

November 7 ‒ 15, 2020 

Muzzleloader Deer 

Season: 
November 28 ‒ December 13, 2020 
 

- MN DNR Report 

Pheasant numbers are booming compared to last year 
and hunters can expect to see more birds when the 
season opens on Saturday, Oct. 10. 
 
The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources’ 
annual roadside pheasant survey showed a 42 per-
cent increase in the state pheasant index from 2019 
and a 37 percent increase over the 10-year average, 
including an eyebrow-raising 146 percent increase 
over last year in southwestern Minnesota. 
 
“The weather this spring and summer was favorable 
for pheasants and enabled more hens to raise chicks, 
which drove the increase,” said Tim Lyons, DNR 
upland game research scientist. “We didn’t get hit by 
spring snow storms or heavy rainfalls like in 2019 
and that really is what let hens nest earlier and be 
successful.” 
 
Though the spring was cooler than average, rainfall 
was at or below average across much of the state. 
“Successful nests earlier in the breeding season also 
means that chicks will be in better shape going into 
the fall and winter, which can improve their odds of 
survival,” Lyons said. The peak pheasant hatch was 
approximately four days earlier than average this 
year. 
 
Weather and habitat are the main influences on 
Minnesota’s pheasant population trends. Weather 
causes annual fluctuations in pheasant numbers, while habitat drives long-term population trends. 
 
This year’s statewide pheasant index was 53.5 birds per 100 miles of roads driven. All regions of the pheasant range reported 
an increase in pheasant counts, with the southwest reporting the greatest increase—there, observers counted 90.5 birds per 100 
miles, a 146 percent increase compared to 2019. 
 
Hunters can expect great opportunities to see birds in the southwest and very good hunting prospects in the west-central, cen-
tral, and south-central regions, which all reported more than 50 birds per 100 miles. 
 
Habitat factors 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) acres in particular play a large role in providing habitat for pheasants in Minnesota. The 
program, authorized under the federal Farm Bill, pays farmers to remove environmentally sensitive land from agricultural 
production and restore vegetation that will reduce soil erosion, improve water quality, and provide habitat for wildlife and 
pollinators. 
 
The offering of a general sign-up in 2019 resulted in a net increase of approximately 10,000 acres in the CRP program. Addi-
tional habitat acres were temporarily protected through other federal and state set-aside programs. Other habitat was perma-
nently protected through state easements, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service acquisitions, and by the DNR as wildlife management 
areas. Many publicly owned lands are open to hunting, as well as private lands enrolled in the state’s Walk-in-Access program. 
 
Hunters can use the DNR’s online mapping tools to find wildlife management areas at mndnr.gov/wmas, and the DNR Recrea-
tion Compass to help locate state hunting grounds and private lands enrolled in the Walk-In Access program. 
 
How DNR conducts the survey 
Monitoring pheasant population trends is part of the DNR’s annual August roadside wildlife survey, which began in 1955. 
Wildlife managers and conservation officers in the farmland regions conduct the survey during the first half of August. This 
year’s survey consisted of 169 25-mile-long routes, with 153 routes located in the pheasant range. 
 
Observers drive each route in early morning and record the number of farmland wildlife game species they see. The data 
provide an index of species abundance and are used to monitor annual fluctuations and long-term population trends of pheas-
ants, gray (Hungarian) partridge, eastern cottontail rabbits, white-tailed jackrabbits, mourning doves, Sandhill cranes, and 
white-tailed deer. 
 
Additional resources 
The 2020 August Roadside Survey report, a map of pheasant hunting prospects, data for other surveyed species, and infor-
mation on hunting regulations and bag limits are available on the DNR pheasant hunting page. 

ATTENTION: BE SURE TO USE PF GIFT CARDS 
BY JANUARY 1, 2021! 

https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/wmas
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/maps/compass/index.html
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/maps/compass/index.html
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/hunting/pheasant/index.html
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Starting a bird dog puppy right 
centers on 3 concepts: 
socialization; building prey 
desire; and conditioning your 
puppy to field sights and sounds. 

When should you start serious 
training with your new pup?  
Here are three key 
developmental stages letting you 
know it’s time.  

1.  Socialize, socialize, socialize 

Good social skills are imperative.  
Socialization is achieved through 
exposure, allowing your pup to 
recognize and absorb social norms 
from various situations.  Your bird 
dog is a sponge, so it’s up to you to 
expose him or her to as many 
different people, places, and things 
as possible.   

2.  Build prey desire 

Encouraging your dog’s unbridled 
passion for game will sustain him or 
her throughout the entire training 
process.  Give your dog plenty of 
opportunities to awaken and develop 
his or her prey desire through 
exposure to wild birds.     

3.  Condition to field sights and 
sounds 

Once your dog is focused and intent 
on finding birds, you can safely and 
gradually introduce your dog to the 
sights and sounds your dog will 
experience afield.  Allow your pup 
to tag alongside you during the 
coming fall season, giving him or 
her the opportunity to make 
mistakes and experience wild game.   

3 Key Early Stages to 
Training a Bird Dog 

Puppy 
– Fred Bengtson, MN DNR Area Wildlife Manager 
 
We are really excited to add the 240-acre Dr. L. Daniel Frenzel Jr. and Virginia Frenzel 
WMA to Stearns County’s list of public hunting grounds via PF legacy funding, 
conservation organizations, and private donations!  
 
Stearns County Pheasants 
Forever (SCPF) hosted a 
wonderful dedication of this 
WMA on August 8th, 2020.  
There were over thirty 
people in attendance 
representing donors, family, 
friends, and past students of 
the Frenzels, WMA 
neighbors, and PF members.  
 
SCPF president, Steve 
Sellnow, emceed the event 
and recognized the value of 
this land as a WMA and the 
work and funding by PF staff 
and donors to make it 
happen. The beautiful granite 
monument will be a 
permanent reminder of the outstanding effort that went into making this WMA a reality.  Be 
sure to check out the backside of the monument when you visit this WMA. 
 
This unit is a beautiful area of rolling terrain in southeast Stearns County about 3 miles 
southwest of Kimball.  The area was planted last spring into diverse prairie species with over 
eight drained wetland basins to be restored soon. This area just shouts pheasants!  
 
A big THANK YOU to all the donors that help make the Frenzel WMA possible, but special 
thanks to Pheasants Forever for their outstanding work securing and utilizing Minnesota’s  
Legacy Grant funding to purchase this wonderful 240-acre WMA.  Further recognition goes 
to former landowners, Peter and Paul Heid, who worked patiently with Pheasants Forever 
and also donated part of the value of the property to make this WMA a reality.   
 
The list of major donors to this WMA includes Stearns County Pheasants Forever, the 
University of Minnesota (UMN), Macalester College, MN Chapter of The Wildlife Society, 
Minnesota Waterfowl Association, and Richard and Barbara Shank. I also want to recognize 
that many smaller, but significant, donations came in from family, friends, and former 
students for this unit.  
 
I was fortunate to be an undergraduate and graduate wildlife student of Dan Frenzel in the 
early 80’s at UMN.  Dan was very connected to his students and he always put their interests 
first. Dan started out his career working at the Ely Community College working under 
Sigurd Olson who was dean of the college at that time.  
 
Dan later worked with Dave Mech in the early years of wolf 
research in Minnesota and took on a large role of bald eagle 
banding and monitoring research in the Chippewa National Forest 
with U.S. Forest Service biologists in the 1970’s and 80’s.   
 
Only a few of us still working can remember when bald eagle 
numbers were crashing in the lower-48 states and were listed as 
endangered species; something that is hard to believe now.  Dan 
and his students played a significant role in the recovery of the 
bald eagle in the United States.  (continued on Page 3) 

Stearns County Pheasants Forever Hosts Newest 
WMA Dedication 



 
Member Photos 

 

 (Frenzel, continued from Page 2) 
 
As wildlife managers, we are very 
fortunate to be able to name 
WMAs.  Before their deaths a few years 
ago, both Dan and Virginia knew this 
WMA was in the works, but by no means 
a done deal at the time.  As you can 
imagine, both were very appreciative and 
honored with the idea.   
 
A big thank you to Pheasants Forever for 
their tireless work on this WMA and the 
many others involved. This WMA will 
not only be a lasting tribute to the 
Frenzels, but also to the vision and work 
of conservation volunteers in central 
Minnesota.  WMA acquisition is vital to 
conservation work in Minnesota and it is 
nice to celebrate one every so often. 

    
About Pheasants Forever 
Pheasants Forever, including its quail conservation division, Quail Forever, is the 
nation's largest nonprofit organization dedicated to upland habitat conservation. 
Pheasants Forever and Quail Forever have more than 130,000 members and 740 local 
chapters across the United States and Canada. Since creation in 1982, Pheasants Forever 
has spent $867 million on 540,000 habitat projects benefiting 18 million acres 
nationwide.  

DNR Makes CWD Testing Voluntary Due to 
COVID-19 

As with everything else in 2020, COVID-19 is having an impact on DNR’s plans for 
CWD sampling across the state.  While CWD sampling was mandatory in CWD zones 
in past years, DNR has moved to voluntary sampling in order to keep hunters and DNR 
staff safe.   
 
DNR is imploring hunters, especially those hunting in known-CWD areas, to submit 
samples from their deer at unstaffed sampling stations in order to continue gathering 
information about the spread of CWD in the state.   
 
“We are committed to keeping our wild deer healthy, while also facilitating social 
distancing for hunters and our staff,” said Michelle Carstensen, DNR’s wildlife health 
program supervisor.  “Deer hunters are essential in our surveillance efforts.  They’ve 
been great partners, and we’re confident that their continued participation will help us 
collect the needed samples to detect disease on the landscape.”   
 
Hunters in disease management zones, control zones, or surveillance areas can get their 
deer checked throughout the season by dropping off the head of deer 1 year of age or 
older at a self-service sampling station.  Hunters are encouraged to submit samples in 
these areas and zones to help monitor the spread of the disease in wild deer.   
 
Deer harvested in the disease management zones or control zone will have self-service 
sampling stations available for all seasons.  Any hunter who has harvested a deer in a 
CWD surveillance area can get their deer tested when self-service sampling stations are 
not available.  Current information for station availability is on the CWD webpage.  
Hunters can call the local DNR wildlife office within that surveillance area to arrange 
for their deer to be sampled for CWD.  
 
Full lists of self-service sampling stations, as well as dumpster locations to assist with 
carcass movement restrictions will be available at mndnr.gov/cwd. 
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SCPF Director Dennis Fuchs with a 

nice Douglas County bluegill. 

SCPF Director Ryan Rothstein with 

his Minnesota buck from 2019.  

SCPF Directors Joe Opitz, Glen   

Koshiol, and Mike Theisen after a 

successful public land pheasant hunt in 

2019.   

UMN Alumni and former students of Dr. 
Dan Frenzel at the WMA dedication on 
August 8, 2020. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pheasantsforever.org%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C2cdb6ec398ec4dfbe49408d7387abb6b%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637039972089930243&sdata=UeTqbLciqw9OqEwaZW7ok%2FcPZk4G%2FFuQsDK%2Bwg
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fquailforever.org%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C2cdb6ec398ec4dfbe49408d7387abb6b%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637039972089940227&sdata=U9kzmgnEx8vXYGFJwoooPabNnrl4t1ZJvuNnA9WOoMk%3D&reser
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/cwd/index.html
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New England 
Aster 

(Symphyotrichum novae-
angliae) 

 

Symphyotrichum novae-angliae is a 
late blooming forb that is commonly 
found in moist soils or along partly 
shaded woodland edges  

New England Aster is easily 
distinguished from other blue-violet 
asters by the numerous narrow, purple 
rays (up to 100), golden yellow disk, 
and widely spreading narrow 
phyllaries.  

Leaves are mostly lance-oblong, some 
widest above the middle, 1 – 4 inches 
long, 0.5 – 1 inch wide.  Leaves are 
mostly toothless, tapering to a point.  
The upper leaf surface is rough, while 
the underside is more softly hairy. 

New England Aster grows 3 – 7 feet 
tall with flowers 1 – 1.5 inches across 
with 40 – 100 narrow petals and a 
golden yellow center.  Petal color is 
purple to rose pink.   

Bloom period for New England Aster 
is from August through October.  This 
plant is an important late-season food 
source for pollinators due to its late 
bloom period.  Sometimes New 
England Aster can even persist into 
November.   

Habitat Highlight   
After holding the first General 
CRP Signup in several years, 
with a concurrent Continuous 
CRP Signup, the drastic loss of 
CRP acres in Stearns County has 
been stalled, at least temporarily.   
 
A total of 2,653 acres were en-
rolled between both signups.  Of 
these, 438 acres were new land 
plantings, creating new areas of 
habitat in areas that were previ-
ously cropland.  This is a far cry 
from 2019, when over 2,500 
acres expired out of CRP.   
 
“It’s good to see that even with 
all the chaos of this year, land-
owners are still concerned about wildlife habitat,” said Ryan Rothstein, Stearns County 
SWCD Farm Bill Biologist.  “Especially with the CRP losses we’ve had the past decade, this 
was a huge signup in terms of keeping acres of habitat on the ground and establishing new 
areas of habitat.” 
 
While total CRP acres for Stearns County aren’t yet available after the dust settled from the 
recent signups, Rothstein thinks it’s likely that total acres remain similar to last year.   
 
“After losing over 6,000 acres of CRP in Stearns County over the last five years, I’ll gladly 
stay where we were at this time last year,” said Rothstein.   
 
Rothstein noted an interesting trend in many of the new land offers: many were not farmers, 
but landowners who rented their land and wanted wildlife habitat for hunting.   
 
“It’s really encouraging to me to see so many people wanting to enroll in CRP for the right 
reasons, so they can pass along the hunting tradition,” Rothstein said.   
 
Even more encouraging is that there is already a waiting list for a new CRP signup, with over 
twenty landowners interested in enrolling new land just since the last signup closed in August.   
 
Another trend noted this year was increased interest in the Conservation Reserve Enhance-
ment Program (CREP), which is a permanent conservation easement.   
 
“We enrolled 202 acres into CREP this year, which means that is 202 acres of prime habitat 
that will never be developed,” 
Rothstein said.  “And we have a 
couple more in the hopper for 
2021.”  
 
While the full impact of the most 
recent signup won’t be noticed on 
the ground for several years, 
Rothstein is encouraged by the 
trends he’s seeing in terms of 
landowner interest.   
 
“With the way this year has gone, 
it’s nice having a bright spot like 
this that makes you think better 
days are ahead,” said Rothstein.   
 

http://www.stearnspf.org
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 Public Land Highlight: Dr. L. Daniel Frenzel Jr. and Virginia Frenzel WMA 

Description: Located 2.2 miles southwest of Kimball, this 240-acre WMA is full 
of rolling prairie hills dotted with shallow wetlands. About 79 acres were restored 
to native prairie via CRP in 2006 with another 98 acres restored to native prairie in 
2019 through DNR.  Wetland restoration has been ongoing throughout 2020.  This 
is a great place to work for pheasants throughout the season.  Access to the WMA 
is at the intersection of Kingston St. and 113th Avenue.   

Game Species: Deer, Small Game, Pheasants, Waterfowl, Turkey, Doves  

Message From the President 

President’s Message from 25 September 2020 
 
The year 2020….one to remember?  Well, maybe this fall will 
be, the 2020 hunt that is.  Roadside survey data released last 
week suggests bird numbers are up 42%.  Wow, that is 
fantastic news.  Credit goes partially to the cool, drier, spring 
weather; and, habitat efforts by you and Pheasants Forever! 
 

The Board of Directors for the Chapter are now planning the 
2021 Chapter Banquet for next March 6th, mark your calendars 
now.  Many parts-of-the-process still have to come together 
for Banquet success.  However, we are moving ahead with 
booking again at the Holiday Inn, St. Cloud.  As you know, 
COVID-19 protocols make long-term planning challenging.  
Watch www.stearnspf.org website and future newsletters for 
details.   
 

Remember to take a new hunter or youth hunting with you this fall.  We need to 
recruit and retain new members for the sport we have a passion for.  Surprise a friend 
and invite them to “go along!” 
 

The Stearns PF Board is looking for additional members to join the local leadership 
Team.  If interested send us an email at stearnspf@gmail.com or give me a call at 
320.266.1004 or email Steve at sbsellnow@gmail.com  
 
Steve Sellnow, President  

https://www.pheasantsforever.org/Membership.aspx
https://www.pheasantsforever.org/Membership.aspx
https://www.pheasantsforever.org/Membership.aspx
http://www.stearnspf.org
http://www.stearnspf.org
mailto:stearnspf@gmail.com
mailto:sbsellnow@gmail.com

