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DATES TO REMEMBER 

Small Game Season: 

Closes February 28, 2021 

Walleye & Northern Pike 

Season:  

Closes February 28, 2021 

Wild Turkey Season: 

Season A:  April 14–20, 2021 

Season B:  April 21–27, 2021 

Season C:  April 28–May 4, 2021 

Season D:  May 5–11, 2021 

Season E:  May 12–15, 2021 

Season F:  May 19–31, 2021 

Like everything in the last year, the 
ongoing pandemic is forcing Stearns 
County Pheasants Forever to adapt 
and adjust.  As a result, SCPF will not 
be hosting an in-person banquet in 
2021.   
 
As disappointing as this is, SCPF is 
committed to creating an event that 
gives our supporters a chance to con-
tinue supporting the uplands and al-
lowing us to keep creating high-
quality wildlife habitat.   
 
That’s why SCPF has been working 

hard behind the scenes to create an online auction that offers a trimmed-down list of 
some of the most popular prize packages over the last few years, ranging from an 
outfitted hunt to gear packages that will make you more effective in the field.  
 
We’re asking all SCPF members to keep an eye on their mailbox over the next week 
for our mailer, which will include a membership renewal form and a web link to the 
online auction.  The auction will be going live on February 19, 2021 and closes on 
March 13, 2021.  Some auction items include: 

• South Dakota guided prairie dog hunt. 

• Pep’s Pork processed hog. 

• Zeiner Labs puppy. 

• Beste’s 10-bird pheasant hunt.  

• Food plot seed.  
 
SCPF will also be holding a 10-gun raffle in 2021 to be drawn this summer.  Raffle 
tickets can be purchased from Mike Windschitl (mikewindschitl@netscape.net) or 
Joe Opitz (newelopitz@aol.com).  This includes guns such as: Benelli Montefeltro, 
Browning A5, and Winchester SX4. 
 
SCPF cannot stress enough how important your membership renewals are to us as 
an organization.  You are the lifeblood of the chapter, and it is the members who 
come back year after year that allow SCPF to be a leading national chapter in terms 
of putting habitat on the ground and promoting the outdoor lifestyle we all cherish.   
 
We appreciate your support, and we can’t wait to see you at our 2022 banquet.   

ONLINE BANQUET RAFFLE 
FOR 2021 

mailto:mikewindschitl@netscape.net?subject=Raffle%20Tickets
mailto:newelopitz@aol.com?subject=Raffle%20Tickets
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Shed hunting can be a 
frustrating pursuit.  The 
following tips are small things, 
but can make a world of 
difference in shed hunting 
success.  

1.  Cloudy days are your friend 

Sunny days cast shadows throughout 
the woods, making it even more 
challenging to spot sheds than it 
usually is.  Utilizing cloudy days 
gives the best chances of a tine 
catching your eye.   

2.  Think small 

Everyone wants to find a giant, 6-
point shed in the wide open, but 
reality isn’t so simple.  Many of the 
bucks that live to shed their antlers 
are younger, smaller deer.  Antlers 
can also be obscured by grass, 
brush, or snow.  Don’t look for the 
entire antler.  Instead, look for a 
glimpse of a tine, beam, or antler 
base.   

3.  Sloooooow down 

You’re trying to find a needle in a 
hay stack.  Many people walk by far 
more sheds than they find simply by 
moving too fast.  Take time to 
methodically scan your 
surroundings.   

4.  Go where the sheds are 

This might seem obvious, but to find 
sheds you need to be looking where 
they are.  That means focusing on 
things like known bedding areas, 
late season food sources, travel 
corridors, and fence lines.  Have a 
plan, and stick to it.   

Tips for Better Shed 
Hunting 

Each year the Stearns County Soil & Water Conservation District (SWCD) recognizes an individual(s) or 
organizations for outstanding accomplishments in implementing conservation practices and improving Minnesota’s 
natural resources. 

 
Waite Park, MN – When talking with Joe Borgerding, one can tell very quickly how passionate 
he is about conservation and soil health on his organic dairy operation near Belgrade, MN. 
Growing up on his family dairy farm, his father provided him with the opportunity to learn and 
gain first-hand experience working in the field.   
 
The Borgerding family has been actively 
farming in Stearns County since 1870, with 
his family farm beginning in 1946. For more 
than 20 years of conventional farming and 8 
years of biological farming, Borgerding 
managed his farming operation with 
conventional methods before becoming 
certified as organic in 2004.  
 
He first became interested in soil health when 
he started to notice the soil gradually became 
too compacted to farm efficiently. “Soil 
structure deteriorated so bad that rain wouldn’t 
penetrate, and chemicals wouldn’t dissipate,” 
said Borgerding.  “As I learned more about 
soil health and biology, it became clear that 
we were doing something wrong on our land.”  
To find answers, Borgerding had to change the 
way he thought about farming.  
 
Borgerding met with other farmers who had 
better soil health and researched books about 
balancing minerals and the benefits of 
rotations. Once he started to incorporate 
different conservation practices such as cover 
crops, nutrient and pest management, 
Borgerding saw his soil come to life. “Little 
changes were fun to see,” said Borgerding. “It 
kept me motivated to continue to implement 
conservation practices and improve my 
operation.”  
 
On Borgerding’s operation, conventional farming practices of fertilizers, herbicides, pesticides, 
and deep tillage have been replaced with more regenerative farming methods. “In my journey, I 
have gone from conventional to biological farming, organic, and now incorporate regenerative 
farming practices,” said Borgerding. Since transitioning from conventional to organic, 
Borgerding keeps a close eye on soil health practices and makes adjustments as needed based on 
conditions and crop development. 
 
Joe, and his wife Toni, are fortunate in being able to extend the opportunity to farm to two of 
their sons, Dan and Tom, by selling the livestock operation to them. 
They are currently milking 185 cows and continue to grow cash grain 
crops and all the feed for the livestock while utilizing the valuable 
manure from the 185 milk cows, 150 heifers, and 50 steers. Legumes 
and cover crops provide the balance of the nitrogen needed for small 
grains and corn. At least 400 acres are protected by pasture or forages, 
and most of the rest by residue or cover crops. “Each farming 
operation is unique,” said Borgerding. “Each farmer must determine 
what works best for them and make adjustments as needed.”  
 
Borgerding also became water quality certified in the Minnesota 
Agricultural Water Quality Certification Program (MAWQCP) in 
2016 to continue to do his part in protecting local water resources.  

(continued on page 3) 

Stearns County Pheasants Forever Recognizes Stearns 
County SWCD 2020 Outstanding Conservationist 

Joe Borgerding and Dennis Fuchs, SWCD Administra-
tor, discussing Borgerding’s soil health practices.  



 Member Photos 

 

 
(continued from page 2) 
The MAWCQP was developed to recognize and inspire conservation efforts and connect 
farmers with resources to continue enhancing their water-quality practices. 
 
With the success of the conservation practices, Borgerding started utilizing other practices 
on his farm such as strip tillage. Strip tillage conserves nutrients for more efficient crop 
uptake and helps reduce soil loss potential. Over the years, Borgerding has participated in 
the NRCS’s Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), where he worked with staff 
to improve his lighting system. This program completed an audit throughout his operation to 
determine where lighting efficiencies could be improved, and electricity needs reduced.  
 
Currently, Borgerding’s rotationally graze the dairy cattle and seed cover crops between all 
annual crops. Other conservation practices he utilizes and implements on his operation are 
nutrient and manure management to ensure the nutrients are being applied correctly to 
optimize the crop response.  Integrated pest management is also a focus, using natural 
methods to control weeds and insects instead of turning to chemical methods of control. 
With careful planning, Borgerding is able to avoid these input costs, which in turn helps both 
profitability and sustainability.  
 
“Borgerding has demonstrated a great 
commitment to conservation with adopting 
practices to ensure he is doing his part to 
protect soil health and improve water 
quality,” said Dennis Fuchs, SWCD 
Administrator. “Highlighting his farming 
operation and recognizing him for his 
efforts can provide encouragement for 
farmers looking to incorporate 
conservation practices on their farm, 
reduce input costs, and protect our natural 
resources.”  
 
Although Borgerding has spent his career doing something he loves, working and caring for 
the land, he is humbled and honored to be acknowledged for his conservation efforts. He is 
looking forward to sharing his passion for soil health and conservation with his sons, as they 
transition the farm into the next generation.   

SCPF Loses a Leader 
With heavy hearts, SCPF would like to recognize longtime SCPF Director Mr. Rick 
Kleinschmidt, of Sauk Centre, who was killed in a car accident on November 11, 2020.  He 
was 70 years old.  Rick was a passionate advocate for conservation throughout his life.  He 
was a longtime member of the Sauk Centre Conservation Club, and he was also a Director 
for SCPF for 35 years, being one of the original founders of the chapter.   
 
Rick was dedicated to giving youth the opportunity to enjoy 
the outdoor lifestyle.  “His efforts to bolster youth 
participation in outdoor recreation and the shooting sports in 
the Sauk Centre area were beyond compare,” said Caleb 
Silgjord, Sauk Centre-area Conservation Officer.   
 
One thing Rick was most passionate about was public access.  
“Rick was a guy that wanted to make sure every single person 
had the opportunity to experience the outdoors,” said SCPF 
Director Glen Koshiol.   
 
There is no doubt that habitat in Stearns County is better off 
because of Rick’s dedication over the years.  “I admired Rick 
for his straightforward approach to things; you always knew 
where he stood on an issue.  I will miss his kind soul and his 
dedication to conservation,” said SCPF Director Jason Selvog.  
 
“When Rick was at a meeting, his presence was always known.  He may not have had much 
to say, but when he spoke, his words carried a lot of meaning and wisdom,” said Koshiol.  
“Everyone respected Rick’s opinion.”   
 
SCPF sends our condolences to the Kleinschmidt family.  Rick will be dearly missed.   
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SCPF Director Ross Reiffenberger 

with a mixed bag of ducks and pheas-

ants. 

SCPF Members (l-r) Joe Opitz, Charles 

Murray, Jacob Stolzenberg, Brett 

Stolzenberg, and Tim Smith with a bag 

of western Minnesota roosters.  

SCPF Members David Voss and Ralph 

Feld with a bag of roosters from the 

last day of the MN 2020 season.  
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 Habitat Highlight   
There are two basic strategies that 
wildlife use to survive the harsh winter 
months of our northern climate.  If the 
species is highly mobile it can leave 
the harsh conditions behind and mi-
grate to where it is warmer and food is 
more abundant.  For some species mi-
gration is not an option and adjust-
ments in its physiology or surround-
ings must be made to survive the win-
ter.  Some animals choose to sleep 
during the winter.  If the sleep is pro-
foundly deep and the animal’s temper-
ature drops to just above freezing, it is 
a true hibernator.  Some bats, snakes, 
and groundhogs fit this category.  
 
However, if the sleep is less deep, the animal will frequently wake to eat, and the body tem-
perature will not drop more than a few degrees. This indicates a species that is not a true hi-
bernator.  Bears found in North America and gray squirrels fall into this category. 
 
Whether resident wildlife are “winter sleepers” or not, they must prepare physically for stress-
ful winter months.  Most wildlife will use some sort of nest, den, burrow, or cave that is not 
likely to have an air temperature below freezing to help save energy.  These safe havens must 
be found or built before winter arrives.  Mammals and birds will also change their body cover-
ing (fur or feathers) to make it warmer and more weatherproof.   
 
Winter survival requires a lot of energy even if migrations or sleep occur.  To prepare for this, 
many species of wildlife will store food either as fat (e.g., bears, bats, and deer) or as caches 
of food (e.g., chipmunks, squirrels, and beavers).  Food is a critical resource as it is converted 
to energy and is crucial in maintaining body temperature. 

 How can you help over-wintering wildlife? 

• Provide native plants that bear food in fall and winter. 

Good plant selections include those that are late fruiting, late blooming, and fall seeding.  For 
birds, you can supplement natural foods with high fat bird feeds such as sunflower seed, pea-
nuts, suet, and even mealworms. 

• Avoid disturbing hibernating animals. 

Waking them may cause starvation later in the winter due to the energy used to raise body 
temperature and wake. 

• Provide a water source year-
round. 

A simple birdbath or dish with a ther-
mostatically controlled heater can help 
birds and other wildlife save energy, 
by providing water closer to the ani-
mal’s body temperature. 

• Make a windbreak by plant-
ing native evergreens of all sizes – 
groundcover, shrubs, and trees. 

• Refrain from mowing mead-
ows until just before the spring thaw to 
provide protective cover areas as long 
as possible. 

Surviving Winter 

Golden Alexanders 
(Zizia aurea) 

 

Golden Alexanders are an early 
blooming forb that often grow in 
colonies on open prairies, woodland 
edges, and roadsides with adequate 
moisture.   

Flowers of Golden Alexanders are in 
flat-topped umbels (or clusters) 2–3 
inches across, in 10–18 groups of up 
to 20 flowers each.  True to their 
name, the flowers are a bright golden 
color.  

Leaves are two or three times 
compound in groups of three.  Leaflets 
are 3 inches long and 2 inches wide, 
with sharply toothed edges and 
pointed tips.  The end leaflet is largest 
and usually tapers to a narrow base, 
though leaflet shape varies and may be 
oval, egg shaped, or lobed.   

Golden Alexanders bloom from May–
July and grow 1–3 feet tall.  They are 
found across Minnesota and are a 
perennial plant that grows year after 
year.   

Because of their early bloom period, 
Golden Alexanders are a vital species 
for pollinators as they emerge from 
hibernation in spring.  They are 
commonly listed as one of the most 
important wildflowers for native bee 
species.   

http://www.stearnspf.org
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Steve Sellnow 

Treasurer: 
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Stadther 
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Banquet Chairman: 
Michael Windschitl 
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We’re on the 

Web! 

www.stearnspf.org 
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Message From the President 

President’s Message from 26 January 2021 
 
As a result of the COVID-19 virus, SCPF Board of Directors 
has decided to cancel the March 2021 annual banquet and 
fundraiser. However, your membership and support for 
Pheasants Forever is critical to this Chapter and our mission.  
We are mailing membership renewal notices to all members 
soon.  Please take time to review the options provided and 
return your membership registration by the due date requested.   
 
SCPF will host an online auction to raise funds for 2021.  The 
auction will open on February 19th and close on March 13th.   
The purpose of this auction is to raise funds to continue our 
mission of delivering conservation and promoting youth 
activities.  Please bid often and generously.  Watch your 
email, our newsletter, and online at stearnspf.org for more 
details.  Only online bids can be accepted.   
 
I am asking each of you to consider supporting Stearns County Pheasants Forever 
again in 2021 in a different way; we cannot host a banquet as normal, and we depend 
on your generosity to fulfill our mission.  If you can donate by participating in our 
online auction, we would greatly appreciate it.  Consider support above the regular 
membership level, and we promise we will continue our fight to put habitat on the 
ground and get our youth involved in the hunting tradition.  Thank you for your 
support.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Steve Sellnow, President  

Public Land Highlight: Christopher Kurilla WMA 

Description: Located just north of New Munich, this 240-acre WMA has numerous pockets 
of oak hardwood forest as well as wetlands and restored prairie.  The WMA is also located 
on the Sauk River.  This area is within a traditional deer and turkey wintering area.  Many 
hunting opportunities exist throughout the WMA.  

Game Species: Deer, Small Game, Forest Upland Birds, Pheasants, Waterfowl, Turkey 

https://www.pheasantsforever.org/Membership.aspx
https://www.pheasantsforever.org/Membership.aspx
https://www.pheasantsforever.org/Membership.aspx
http://www.stearnspf.org
http://www.stearnspf.org/

