
by enrolling in CRP.  Over the last 

four years, USDA has set aside 

significant acreage under CRP's 

Continuous enrollment programs 

to target habitat conservation on 

especially important lands. This 

year, farmers and ranchers have 

already offered more than 370,000 

acres under Continuous CRP 

signup, a figure that is impressive 

given that the lack of a Farm Bill 

extension last fall meant that CRP 

enrollment only reopened this 

spring in May. Lack of a 

comprehensive Farm Bill this year 

has resulted in uncertainty for 

achieving further enrollment 

objectives under continuous CRP.  

CRP is a voluntary program that 

allows eligible landowners to 

receive annual        continued on pg. 2                              

On July 22, 2013 Agriculture 

Secretary Tom Vilsack 

announced that the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture 

(USDA) will accept 1.7 million 

acres offered under the 45th 

Conservation Reserve Program 

(CRP) general sign-up. The 

Department received nearly 

28,000 offers on more than 1.9 

million acres of land, 

demonstrating CRP's continuing 

appeal as one of our nation's 

most successful voluntary 

programs for soil, water, and 

wildlife conservation. Under 

Vilsack's leadership, USDA has 

enrolled nearly 12 million acres 

in new CRP contracts since 

2009. Currently, there are more 

than 26.9 million acres enrolled 

on 700,000 contracts.  "For 27 

years, lands in CRP have helped 

to conserve our nation's 

resources and played a part in 

mitigating climate change," said 

Vilsack. "American farmers and 

ranchers continue to recognize 

the importance of protecting our 

nation's most environmentally 

sensitive land by enrolling in 

CRP. As the commodities 

produced by our farmers and 

ranchers continue to perform 

strongly in the marketplace - 

supporting one out of every 

twelve jobs here in the United 

States - it is no surprise that 

American producers continue to 

recognize the importance of 

protecting our nation's most 

environmentally sensitive land 
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 Food Plots: Alternative Options to Annual Grains 
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2013 Pheasant Opener 

October 12, 2013 
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      Food plots have been 

widely used for years to 

provide a supplemental food 

source for many different 

species of wildlife, offer a 

great hunting spot for hunters, 

and excellent viewing spots 

for wildlife enthusiasts.   Food 

plots can be very beneficial to 

many game species such as 

deer, turkey, and pheasants, 

especially when food becomes 

scarce during the winter 

months.   

      Typically, most food plots 

are planted to an annual grain 

such as corn, soybeans, or 

sorghum.  These high energy 

grains are a great food source 

for wildlife but only provide a 

months out of the year?  What 

food resources do you have 

during the early spring and 

summer before annual grains 

become available?  With 

agricultural technology 

becoming more and more 

efficient, there are less and less 

waste grains available during 

this time.  What options do 

landowners have to fill this 

void?   

      Green browse food plots is 

a great solution to this problem 

for landowners looking to 

provide the most benefit for 

wildlife throughout the entire 

year.  Green browse food plots 

are those that are planted with 

living plants      Continued on pg.3                          

food source for the fall and 

winter months.  Many times 

these food resources will be 

depleted long before they are 

truly needed in late winter, 

especially if there are high 

deer and turkey densities in the 

area.               

         While annual grains are 

great choices for food plots, 

they only benefit wildlife 2 to 

4 months out of the year.  

What about the other 8 or 9 
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Walk-In Access: $3 Validation Fee for Hunting This Fall  

USDA Announces Results for 45th Conservation Reserve  Program General Sign-Up     

Wilkin County as well as many 

new sites in Becker, Douglas 

and Otter Tail counties." 

Walk-In Access provides 

public access to private land 

and pays landowners by the 

acre to allow hunting access 

from Sept. 1 to May 31. Most 

Walk-In Access lands also are 

enrolled in a federal or state 

conservation program or have 

natural cover. Small areas of 

cropland or hay land may be 

present. 

         Revenue generated by the 

new validation fee will be used 

to survey hunters and gather 

other information as the DNR 

develops a long-term, 

financially sustainable 

program. Additional revenue to 

support Walk-In Access comes 

from a surcharge on 

nonresident hunting licenses 

and through donations of $1, 

$3 or $5 from anyone 

purchasing a hunting license. 

“We have gotten positive 

feedback from both hunters 

and landowners since the 

program kicked off in 2011,” 

said Mike Tenney, DNR acting 

prairie habitat team leader. 

“We look forward to that 

success carrying into 2013.” 

Maps of all sites will be available 

for viewing at www.mndnr.gov/

walkin by mid-August. Printed 

atlases of Walk-In Access sites will 

be distributed across the Walk-In 

Access area or will be available by 

calling the DNR Information Center 

at 651-296-6157 or toll-free 888-

646-6367. 

           “Hunter support is key to this 

program,” Block said. “Using the 

land, respecting the land and 

donating to Walk-In Access 

program will help build the 

program for future hunters.” 

Finally, this year’s MN Governor 

Pheasant Opener will be held in 

Madelia MN which will continue to 

highlight the economic impacts that 

outdoor recreation like pheasant 

hunting has on rural economies and 

our state’s extensive public hunting 

and recreation areas.   

As you begin to prepare for the 

upcoming hunting seasons, please 

remember it is always important to 

introduce youth to the outdoors.   

 Hunters heading to 

western and south-central 

Minnesota will have access to 

an additional 6,083 acres of 

hunting land this fall as the 

Walk-In Access program 

grows to more than 20,000 

acres and the number of 

counties increases from 19 to 

28. 

        Minnesota DNR crews are 

in the field marking boundaries 

on new Walk-In Access land 

with bright yellow-green signs. 

Beginning Sunday, Sept. 1, 

hunters will have access to 194 

Walk-In Access sites. 

This fall hunters must purchase 

a $3 Walk-In Access validation 

on their small game or deer 

license to legally access land 

enrolled in the program. The 

DNR added the validation so it 

can learn how many hunters 

use Walk-In Access lands as 

well as where and how those 

lands are used.  "Local soil and 

water conservation district 

offices are a key part of the 

Walk-In program," said 

Marybeth Block, DNR Walk-

In Access coordinator. 

"Because of their work directly 

with landowners, we've added 

almost 2,000 new acres in 

T H E  R O O S T E R  R E V I E W  
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rental payments and cost-share 

assistance to establish long-

term, resource-conserving 

covers on eligible farmland 

throughout the duration of 

their 10 to 15 year contracts.  

 Under CRP, farmers 

and ranchers plant grasses and 

trees in fields and along 

streams or rivers. The 

plantings prevent soil and 

nutrients from washing into 

waterways, reduce soil erosion 

that may otherwise contribute 

to poor air and water quality, 

and provide valuable habitat 

for wildlife. In 2012, CRP 

helped to reduce nitrogen and 

phosphorous losses from farm 

fields by 605 million pounds 

and 121 million pounds             

respectively. CRP has restored 

more than two million acres of 

wetlands and associated 

buffers and reduces soil 

erosion by more than 300 

million tons per year. CRP also 

provides $2 billion annually to 

landowners dollars that make 

their way into local economies, 

supporting small businesses 

and creating jobs.       

 In addition, CRP 

sequesters more carbon 

dioxide than any other 

conservation program in the 

country, and also reduces both 

fuel and fertilizer use. Yearly, 

CRP results in carbon 

sequestration equal to taking 

almost 10 million cars off the 

road.                                     

 Stearns County was 

one of the leading counties in 

Minnesota in regards to CRP 

enrollment.  Producers and 

landowners made 64 total offers 

for the General CRP Signup 

period which was held May 20th 

through June 14th.  Of those 64 

offers, 57 bids were accepted 

which equates to a 89% 

acceptance rate for a total 

amount for these contracts at 

1,183.3 acres.  The new CRP 

acres makes Stearns County 

stand out as a leader for 

conservation efforts and wildlife 

habitat in Minnesota.                              

 With continued effort 

from our landowners, producers, 

recreationalists, outdoorsmen/

women, and sportsman clubs, 

Stearns County can strive to be 

number 1 in the state for 

conservation and wildlife 

 

 

 

 

 

New England Aster 
Symphyotrichum novae-angliae 

 

New England Aster is a 

native perennial forb found 

throughout much of the 

United States.  This plant 

can be found growing in 

prairie swales, wet mead-

ows, moist fields, timber 

edges, stream banks, and 

praire reconstructions.  The 

plant is very distinctive in 

that each flower has 40 or 

more bright purple 

(sometimes pinkish purple 

or pale lavender), petal-like 

ray flowers surrounding a 

central yellow disk.  The 

plant will grow anywhere 

from 2.5-6.0 feet tall and 

can be found blooming 

from August until late Oc-

tober.   

Habitat Highlight   

Continued from pg 1 

http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTMwNzIyLjIxMzYyNTkxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDEzMDcyMi4yMTM2MjU5MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3NjkwMzc4JmVtYWlsaWQ9MTIzMXRsY0BjaGFydGVyLm5ldCZ1c2VyaWQ9MTIzMXRsY0BjaGFyd
http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTMwNzIyLjIxMzYyNTkxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDEzMDcyMi4yMTM2MjU5MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3NjkwMzc4JmVtYWlsaWQ9MTIzMXRsY0BjaGFydGVyLm5ldCZ1c2VyaWQ9MTIzMXRsY0BjaGFyd
http://www.stearnspf.org/


 

P A G E  3  V O L U M E  6 — I S S U E 3  

Food Plots: Alternative Options to Annual Grains 

that attract and feed wildlife.  This type 

of food plot is typically planted with a 

mix of perennial plants consisting of 

species of grasses and legumes.                       

Legumes are any plant from the 

Fabaceae (bean) Family that is capable 

of fixing its own 

supply of nitrogen.  

Common plants from 

this plant family used 

in these plantings are 

various species of 

clover (red, white, 

alsike, ladino, ect.), 

pea, and alfalfa. 

         Green browse food plots offer 

many benefits for wildlife and can be 

designed to attract certain species.  Once 

established, these areas will provide 

valuable nesting and brood rearing sites 

for pheasants, turkey, and many other 

songbirds.  The constant flowering of the 

plants within the mix will attract large 

quantities of insects which are the 

primary diet of pheasant and turkey 

chicks the first several weeks after 

hatching.  White-tailed deer will use the 

plot throughout the entire year.  The 

legumes provide a highly nutritional and 

palatable food source during the fawning 

BBBS Hunt Photos 

Avery Berg landed this 24 inch walleye 
while fishing in Leach Lake with Greg 

Berg, Shoreland Specialist  with the 

Stearns County SWCD. 

Member Photos 

Nathan Hylla landed this large freshwater 

drum while fishing in a lake near his home.  

It was the first drum he ever caught  
(thought it was a state record bass). 
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period as well as support healthy antler 

growth and development. 

          Unlike annual grain food plots, 

green browse food plots do not need to be 

planted every year.  Once established, you 

may not have to reseed for 4 to 6 years 

depending on your seeding rate and 

longevity of the plants.  

To maintain the vigor and 

palatability of the 

legumes, you should 

mow twice a year, once 

in the spring and once in 

the later summer to early 

fall.   

         If you are interested in providing the 

most benefits for wildlife on your property 

what should you do?  The answer to that 

question is to plant a system of both annual 

grains and green browse food plots if/

where feasible.  By doing so, you will be 

able to keep more wildlife on your 

property by providing adequate food 

resources readily available throughout the 

entire year.  Other benefits you can expect 

to see are increases in soil health, reduction 

in erosion, reduced yearly input costs, and 

easy maintenance.  So if you want to 

increase the amount of wildlife on your 

property, look into adding a green browse 

food plot.                       Submitted by: Adam Rodenbeg 
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       Since the spring banquet in March, 

the Chapter Board of Directors has been 

busy with managing the Chapter goal of 

“preserving and acquiring Habitat”.  

Currently several parcels in both the 

western and eastern parts of Stearns 

County are being worked on.  The chap-

ter may be able to close on one of these 

parcels soon.  We are looking forward to 

the formal dedication of the Mel Roehl 

parcel later this summer or early fall. 

      USDA recently announced the ac-

ceptance of 1.7 million acres into CRP 

contracts from the 45th signup held this 

spring.  This brings the total CRP acres 

to a 26 year low for this Farm Bill pro-

gram.  Budget concerns in Washington 

and high commodity prices are the ma-

jor causes.  This is specifically why the 

Chapter Board recently decided to ap-

prove the expenditure of considerable 

   From the President 

Submitted by Steve Sellnow 

dollars to support PF’s Legislative Ac-

tion Fund ($10,000).  Additionally, the 

chapter also approved $5,000 to support 

the Legacy Land Fund.  This fund ena-

bles Chapters in MN with limited re-

sources pursue the purchase of lands for 

public hunting. 

      The Chapter’s 2014 annual banquet 

will be held in early March 2014 at the 

Freeport Community Center.   

        Our next board meeting will be mid 

August.  Any member with parcel pur-

chase ideas, leads or any comments or 

concerns please pass along to one of the 

Directors.  You can also visit the Chap-

ter website and make comments       

http://stearnspf.org/ or, email me @ 

sbsellnow@gmail.com  
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       The past year has been a tale of extremes; drought conditions 

last summer then a cold-wet spring.  So how have these weather 

conditions impacted upland nesting success this year.  There is 

probably no doubt that upland –ground nesting birds like pheasants 

did not have ideal nesting conditions this spring. End of April 

through May and most of June brought below normal temperatures 

and above average rain falls during the most critical time for 

nesting.   

        The DNR will be conducting their annual road surveys soon 

and we should have a better handle on current conditions.  Some are 

saying that because of the cold wet spring that first cut haying was 

delayed which may have actually benefited ground nesting birds.   

We will always have periods of extreme weather conditions in 

central MN that will impact nesting condition positively or 

negatively but what should alarm us the most is the recent report 

that we are losing CPR acres at an alarming rate.  Here is a partial 

quote recently issued by PF VP Dave Nomsen regarding the most 

recent CRP sign-up period: 

“These recent CRP losses combined with an agricultural climate 

rampant with conversion of native prairies and wetlands, bulldozing 

and burning of shelterbelts, woodlots, and dry wetlands - is having a 

catastrophic impact on our landscape,” said Nomsen. “In the 

aftermath of this announcement, the American people need to 

recognize what is taking place on their countryside, especially 

across much of the northern Great Plains. This is not for just the 

health of pheasant, quail and other wildlife. At stake is a high 

quality of life in rural areas, loss of America’s hunting tradition, and 

environmental benefits important to a sustainable agriculture 

system.” 

 Public Relations       by: Brad Cobb 
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Pheasant Ecology    by, Jason Selvog 

        In August, pheasant chicks are starting to grow their 

second set of feathers. All bird species molt twice before 

their first winter. Their down feathers at hatching, called 

"natal plumage,” are replaced with dull brown feathers 

called the "juvenile plumage." After hatching, pheasant 

chicks immediately begin growing flight feathers, and are 

capable of short flights at 2 weeks.  

        In July (3 to 4 weeks old), they have replaced all down 

with feathers looking like a hen. Pheasant chicks, in August 

(6 to 8 weeks old), begin the "post juvenile molt,” which 

will give them adult colored feathers at 17 to 18 weeks old 

(late October).   

       While adult pheasants and grouse grow new feathers 

once a year, ducks and songbirds do it twice. Pheasants 

simply re-place the old with a new set of the same color. 

The hen starts this molt after the chicks hatch and will com-

plete it in October. The rooster will complete his change this 

month, August. The pheasant loses and will grow one wing 

feather at a time, and is never flightless. Most ducks lose all 

wing feathers and are flight-

less. Once feathered with all 

brown plumage, ducks will 

immediately begin growing 

colored feathers again. Bio-

logically there is no ad-

vantage to having two molts 

a year. 

The way technology keeps advancing these days, it seems almost 

impossible to keep up.  The digital age has definitely brought many 

great technologies for the average person to buy.  Digital cameras 

are one technology that particularly comes to mind.  These cameras 

allow us to take high resolution pictures and upload them to a phone 

or computer without buying and developing expensive film.  When 

linked to a motion sensor, you have a very valuable hunting tool, 

especially for deer hunting.  Trail cameras have exploded onto the 

market over the past several years, and for good reason.  These cam-

eras save hunters countless hours scouting, trying to find the best 

places to put a stand prior to hunting 

season.  They allow hunters to know 

when and where deer are moving, 

how many deer are in the area, and 

where to place deer stands in hopes 

to get that big buck will come into 

shooting range.  With hunting season 

just around the corner, now is a great 

time to put your trail cameras up.  

Not only will it help your chances 

during the hunting season, but it will 

also allow you to see deer you may 

never see during hunting season.   

Biologist’s Corner      by, Adam Rodenberg 

Photo by: Casey Gibbs 2012 

http://www.pfstore.org/?cPath=11
http://www.pfstore.org/?cPath=11
http://www.pfstore.org/?cPath=11

