
through less salt use.  
Snow fences also provide 
excellent wildlife habitat 
by providing valuable 
nesting habitat for birds as 
well as excellent winter 
cover during the harsh 

winter months.  Once 
established snow fences and 
will provide a valuable food 
source during the summer 
through early winter as well 
as help beatify the 
landscape. 
      The Minnesota 
Department of Transporta-
tion (MnDOT) has developed 
a program to help landown-
ers pay for and  install living   
snow fences on their      
          continued on pg. 2                               

      As you drive down 
the highway, you may 
have noticed linear rows 
of trees and shrubs 
planted along the right of 
ways.  These tree/shrub 
plantings are referred to 
as a living snow fence.   
Living snow fences are 
trees, shrubs and native 
grasses located along 
roads or around commun-
ities and farmsteads. 
Properly designed and 
placed, these living 
barriers trap snow as it 
blows across fields, 
depositing it up before it 
reaches a road, waterway, 
farmstead or community 

while also providing 
excellent habitat for deer, 
turkey, and pheasants.   
      There are many 
benefits by planting a 
snow fence on your 
property.  They prevent big 
snow drifts from forming 
on roadways, improve 
visibility during winter 
months, reduce vehicle 
accidents, and lessen 
environmental impacts 
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Take-a-Kid-Ice-Fishing Weekend 

- January 18, 2014-January 20, 2014 

 

Granite City Ice Fishing Derby 

- February 9, Pleasant Lake in St. 

Cloud 

 

Smallmouth Bass (Catch and 

Release Only; Statewide) 

- September 9, 2013-January 23,         
2014 

 

2014 Stearns PF Banquet 

- March 1, 2014 
 

Walleye, Sauger, Northern Pike 

Season  

- May 11, 2013-February 23, 2014 

 

2014 Walleye Season Opener 

- May 10 , 2014 

 

 

Pheasants For-
ever and its 
quail division, 
Quail Forever, 
the national 

nonprofit devoted to wild-
life habitat conservation, 
has set an all-time mem-
bership record with 
141,314 active members 
located throughout the 
United States and Canada. 
With upland habitat loss 
reaching historic modern 
levels in recent years, the 
record total indicates a 

growing concern for 
pheasant, quail and wild-
life habitat conservation. 
    In 2013 alone, about 1.6 
million acres were re-
moved from the federal 
Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram (CRP) and converted 
to cropland. Additionally, 
the conversion of native 
prairie to crop-producing 
lands has accelerated in 
the Upper Midwest, partic-
ularly the Dakotas and Ne-
braska, because of limited 
protections, and a federal 

Farm Bill and its 
Conservation Ti-
tle, which dic-
tates habitat-
protecting pro-
grams nationwide, remains 
in legislative limbo. The cu-
mulative result is wildlife 
habitat loss the likes of 
which hasn’t been seen 
since the Great Depression. 
    “This membership mile-
stone is not only significant 
for Pheasants Forever, but 
for upland conservation    
    continued on pg. 2                                   
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P A G E  2  Living Snow Fence: A Practice to Benefit all, continued 

taining its impressive per
-dollar impact. 
    Pheasants Forever’s 
membership total has 
also been buoyed by an 
increase in banquet 
attendance. More than 
700 Pheasants Forever 
and Quail Forever chap-
ters annually host fund-
raising banquets in local 
communities to raise 
money and awareness 
for conservation efforts. 
Unique among national 
conservation organiza-
tions, Pheasants Forever 
and Quail Forever chap-
ters keep control of 
those funds raised, in-

vesting them in local wildlife 
habitat projects and to host 
conservation events – most 
notably mentored youth up-
land hunts and shooting 
sports events– designed to 
generate youth interest in 
hunting and conservation. 
    Pheasants Forever, includ-
ing its quail conservation 
division, Quail Forever, is the 
nation's largest nonprofit 
organization dedicated to 
upland habitat conservation. 
Pheasants Forever and Quail 
Forever have more than 
140,000 members and 745 
local chapters across the 
United States and Canada. 
Chapters are empowered to 
determine how 100 percent 
of their locally raised conser-
vation funds are spent, the 
only national conservation 
organization that operates 
through this truly grassroots 
structure. 

efforts nationwide. 
There’s a growing 
trend of people be-
coming actively inter-
ested in protecting 
the wildlife habitat we 
have, and creating 
more of it,” said Howard 
K. Vincent, Pheasants 
Forever’s President and 
CEO, “And it signifies 
people recognize Pheas-
ants Forever as having a 
track-record and an abil-
ity to efficiently do 
something about habitat 
loss.” Rated a 4-star 
charity (the highest pos-
sible designation) by 
Charity Navigator, the 
nation’s largest charity 
evaluator, Pheasants 
Forever continues to 
spend nearly 92 cents 
out of every dollar di-
rectly on its wildlife habi-
tat mission work, main-

T H E  R O O S T E R  R E V I E W  
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properties.  MnDOT 
provides cost share 
assistance for installing 
geotextile fabric weed 
barriers, planting pollin-
ator friendly seed mixes, 
and a maintenance 
payment of 155/acre of 
living snow fence insta-
lled.  Landowners will 
also receive an annual 
rental payment for a 
period of 10-15 years.  If 

the snow catch area is 
planted with a pollinator 
friendly seed mix, 
MnDOT will provide a 
100% match of the CRP 
soil rental rate payment 
and a 50% match if the 
snow catch area is crop-
ped.  If coupled with 
CRP, interested landow-
ners could receive a 
rental rate payment 
between $175-$352/
acre. 
      If you’re a landowner 
interested in creating 
high quality wildlife 
habitat while reducing 
the amount of drifting 

and blowing snow on 
your roadway or lane 
please contact Pheasants 
Forever Wildlife Biologist 
Adam Rodenberg  (320) 
292-0679 or Stearns 
SWCD Technician Jason 
Selvog (320) 251-7800x3 
for more information. 
             Submitted by Jason Selvog 

 

Redosier Dogwood 
Cornus sericea 

 
    Redosier Dogwood is native shrub 

in the Cornaceae (dogwood) family 

found throughout northern and west-

ern north America.  This medium to 

tall deciduous shrub grows in eleva-

tions less than 8,000 feet, grows be-

tween 4-20 feet tall and 3-15 feet 

wide.   

    Red Dogwood can typically be 

found growing in moist soil areas 

found around rivers, streams, and 

wetlands. This specie of dogwood 

grows best in wetland margin areas 

due to its  low tolerance of long peri-

ods of root saturation compared to 

other dogwood species.   

Red dogwood 

has simple, oppo-

site leaf configu-

ration with leaves 

that are 2-4 inch-

es long and 1-3 

inches wide with an ovate to oblong 

shape.  The leaves are dark green on 

the topside of the leaf and hairy with a 

lighter color on the bottom side of the 

leaf.  

Flowering typically 

occurs from June to 

August  producing 

a cyme of small 

white to cream-

colored flowers and 

berries. 

Redosier Dogwood is a very important 

plant for a whole suite of wildlife 

species. The berries produced in the 

late fall are an important food source 

for many species of wildlife including: 

wood ducks, eastern bluebirds, cardi-

nals, pheasants, black bear, beaver, 

rabbits, and squirrels. Other wildlife 

such as deer and elk will browse the 

plants twigs, 

foliage, and 

fruits through-

out the entire 

year.   
   

 

Habitat Highlight   
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WHERE HAVE ALL THE PHEASANTS GONE? 

Pheasants, or the lack there of, are a hot topic among 
many people these days, hunters, farmers, and legislators 
included.  Everyone is looking for that one thing that is 
causing the demise of this once abundant game bird.  
Predators, weather, lack of habitat, and even the 
abundance of wild turkeys are some of the culprits I hear 
people say.  The other, and probably bigger, question is 

what can we do to help bring back this important bird back to prominence? 
Looking more deeply into the question of what happened; we find that it’s not just 
one thing that’s brought us to this point.  It’s actually a perfect storm of 
circumstances working against Mr. Ringneck. 
      The weather:  People, usually of the more elderly persuasion, sometimes say that 
bad winters can’t be the reason for the population decline because we’ve had terrible 
winters with lots of snow and cold before.  While that is a true statement, it’s also 
true that we haven’t had multiple winters in a row with above average snowfall  since 
roadside surveys for pheasants began in the 1950’s.  Plain and simple, the longer we 
have snow on the ground, the more hens we lose to predators.   When snowfall is 
above 30 inches for a winter, roadside surveys for pheasants showed a decline in 
numbers.  Lots of snow isn’t the only weather factor to effect pheasants however.  
Spring rain also has a major affect on a hen pheasant’s ability to carry off a successful 
nest.  History of the roadside surveys shows us when rainfall in April and May is 8 
inches or more (like we had this past spring), pheasant counts also decline.  
Hopefully, Mother Nature blesses us with a mild winter, with no ice storms and just 
average rainfall this spring to help those hardy pheasants that remain. 
      Habitat:  It’s obvious by looking around a little, that we don’t have the amount of 
tall grass and shrub habitat that pheasants need to survey tough winters on the 
landscape like we did 20 years ago.  We also don’t have as much oat and alfalfa 
rotation that pheasants prefer for nesting and brood rearing.  In general, the quality 
of grass and woody vegetation we do have on the landscape doesn’t equate to more 
pheasants.  We have more tall trees in existing draws and waterways that shade out 
the grass than we had years ago.  Those tall trees also act as a perch for avian 
predators (more on them in a minute), and escape routes and homes for furry nest 
predators.  A wide grass edged creek is preferable for pheasants.  We also don’t have 
as many evergreen shelterbelts around farmsteads that pheasants used to take cover 
from harsh winter storms. 
      Predators:  Plain and simple, hawks are more effective at catching pheasants 
when those birds are exposed by snowfall and have to travel some distance for food.  
Also, nest predators, like raccoons, skunks, and opossums, have an easier time 
finding nests when vegetation is moist.  That’s where those 8 inches or more of rain 
in April and May comes in. 
     Other factors:  Theories such as turkeys disturbing pheasant nests, aerial pesticide 
applications, and roundup ready crops creating less weedy habitat, are things that are 
mentioned when people discuss the pheasant’s demise.  They may (GMO fields and 
pesticides) or may not (turkeys) be part of the problem, but the two main factors that 
are proven over and over are habitat and weather. 
      The bigger question; “What do we do?”  Or more specifically, “What factors can 
we control?” 
Weather:  Can’t control this one at all.  We can control it’s affect on pheasants 
somewhat, though.  I’ll expand on that below. 
Predators:  We can’t start (and won’t recommend) shooting hawks.  Hawks and other 
raptors are Federally protected and eat a LOT of mice.  Biologically, it wouldn’t make 
a lot of difference to the overall population of pheasants.   A small impact may be 

Stearns County Pheasants Forever 
Chapter Treasurer Joe Optiz setting up a 

barrel feeder for the winter to come. 

Member Photos 

Ben Ruley, Stearns County SWCD GIS 

Conservationist landed this nice smallmouth 

bass in late October on the Mississippi 
River near St. Cloud 

Your Advertisement here 

 

Contact  

Adam Rodenberg at  

arodenberg@pheasantsforever.org 

(320) 251-7800 Ext. 3 

Advertisements 

T H E  R O O S T E R  R E V I E W  

Your Advertisement here 

 

Contact  

Adam Rodenberg at  

arodenberg@pheasantsforever.org 

(320) 251-7800 Ext. 3 

Your Advertisement here 

 

Contact  

Adam Rodenberg at  

arodenberg@pheasantsforever.org 

(320) 251-7800 Ext. 3 

Continued pg. 4 

mailto:jselvog@pheasantsforever.org
mailto:jselvog@pheasantsforever.org
mailto:jselvog@pheasantsforever.org


 

Stearns County Chapter of  

Pheasants Forever 

We’re on the Web 

www.stearnspf.org 

President 

Steve Sellnow 

Treasurer 

Joe Opitz  

Habitat Director 

Mark Caspers 

Sponsorship Director 

Dave Thelen 

Youth Director 

Ken Fruth 

Secretary 

Adam Rodenberg 

Banquet Chairman 

Chris Denn 

Public Relations 
Brad Cobb 

 

Food Plot Coordinator 
Adam Rodenberg                   

Jason Selvog 

Webmaster  

Michael Windschitl 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Adam Rodenberg 

Renew Your 

Membership  

Today! 

WHERE HAVE ALL THE PHEASANTS GONE? continued 
made on nest predators through trapping.  A return to 1970’s 
fur prices wouldn’t hurt pheasants at all.  Remember when 
Raccoons were worth $30and fox $80?  The main thing we can 
do with Predators is minimize their effectiveness through 
habitat manipulation.                                                                                       
Stocking pheasants:   Pen raised birds just simply don’t have 
enough smarts or instinct to reestablish a viable population.  
Plain and simple, if that worked, we would be doing it.  The 
only way it would have a chance is if wild birds were trapped 
and transferred to areas with great habitat.  Cost would be 
high, and everybody is pretty much in the same boat we are 
with declining pheasants and wouldn’t likely give any up. 
Habitat:  Hey, something we can control.  All perennial cover is 
not created equal.  Just because it isn’t farmed or paved, 
doesn’t mean its good pheasant habitat.  Let’s look at a winter 
day in the life of a pheasant.   Pheasants prefer to overnight 
roost in thick, heavy cover, that provides thermal protection 
from the cold nights.  That could be dense native grasses or 
cattails.  In extreme conditions, that may even be under an 
evergreen tree.  The first thing a pheasant does in the morning 
is tries to fill its crop with high energy food like corn, soybeans, 
or sorghum.  Preferably, that food is in close proximity to its 
roosting cover so it is less exposed to predators.      After 
feeding, the pheasant returns to cover to hide from avian 
predators and hopefully soak up some sun to maintain energy.  
Later in the day, the pheasant might feed again if it burns 

through its morning intake of energy.  Then before dark, the 
pheasant will return to the dense thermal cover.   
      So, during a cold and snowy winter, a pheasant needs 
some specific and varying habitat types.  Dense thermal cover 
(Switchgrass), food (corn plot), and loafing cover (plum 
thicket), in close proximity to each other will carry pheasants 
through a harsh winter.  Take away any of these, or put them 
a half mile away from each other, and you’d better have a very 
mild, snow free winter to carry pheasants through to spring.   
This brings us to nesting and brood rearing cover.  Another 
cover type entirely.  Hens prefer to nest in less dense stands of 
grass, like a native grass   and flower mix, so they can see 
potential predators.  They also need those flowers, or other 
broadleaved plants, for raising their chicks.  A diversity of 
broadleaved plants attracts more insects which are vital to a 
pheasant chick’s survival in the first 3 weeks of its life.   
      In summary, providing all needed cover types on a block of 

land 40 acres or more will be the only way to bring pheasants 

back to the landscape on a significant scale.  Private 

landowners manage roughly 75% of the land in Minnesota.  

Landowners that would like to manage for pheasants and 

other upland wildlife land should contact their local Pheasants 

Forever Wildlife Biologist for more information and potential 

cost share opportunities.                  Submitted by: Greg Schmitt                                                        

                                                Iowa Private Lands Biologst 

Gavia immer more commonly 
known as the Common Loon can 
be found throughout much of 
North America.  More than 
12,000 loons call Minnesota 
home during the summer and fall 
months and can be found 
throughout the Central and 

Northeast portions of the state. Minnesota has more loons com-
pared to any other state except Alaska.  In 1961, the common loon 
was officially adopted as the Minnesota State Bird.  
    Reproduction does not start until the loon is 3 or 4 years old.  
Once mated, the female will lay 1 or 2 eggs that will be incubated 
by both the male and female for a period of 28-30 days.  Hatchlings 
are precocial, meaning they can swim and dive right away.  Except 
for Bald Eagles, loons are rarely eaten by other animals, but hatch-
ling chicks can fall prey to skunks, raccoons, foxes, snapping turtles, 
northern pike, and muskie.  Adult loons will carry their young on 
their backs to protect them from aquatic predators such as turtles 
and fish for the first 2 weeks of life. 
Fun Facts: 
- Unlike most birds whose bones are hollow built for flight, loon 
bones are solid. 
- The extra weight from bone allows a loon to dive up to 250 feet in 
search of food and stay underwater for up to 5 minutes. 
- Loons need a 100-600 feet of open water to take off from a lake. 
- Once airborne, a loon can reach flight speeds of 75 miles per hour. 

State Bird of Minnesota 
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