
The “right type of habitat” to 

which Davros refers is 

pollinator habitat—a mixture of 

diverse native grasses and 

flowering plants (forbs) that 

draws in soft-bodied insects and 

nourishes pheasant chicks with 

the protein power they need to 

grow quickly and ultimately 

survive.  

  

“We’re living in an era where 

there are fewer and fewer acres 

of grassland across the nation,                                                                      

so 

It’s a dangerous world for 

newly hatched pheasant 

chicks. In the next several 

weeks, they’ll hit the ground 

weighing roughly 18 grams, 

with downy feathers, little 

muscle and spindly legs—

naïve little critters in search of 

their first meal.   

  

The transformation from 

pheasant chick to adult game 

bird is fraught with potential 

peril. Predators—from 

coyotes to fox to raptors—

abound. Potentially lethal 

weather conditions could 

strike at any moment. And 

habitat that provides escape 

cover and food could be 

scarce or nutritionally 

inadequate.    

  

“For pheasant chicks to get 

through their first week of 

life—well, they’re really 

lucky,” said Nicole Davros, 

upland game project leader 

for the Minnesota Department 

of Natural Resources. 

“Several things have to go 

right, including finding the 

right type of habitat that 

attracts insects. For the first 

several weeks of their life, 

pheasant chicks subsist on a 

diet that’s almost exclusively 

protein-rich insects.”  
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Take  A Day OFF! 

Saturday August 1st, 2015 

 

August Canada Goose  Season 

August 8th—August 24th  

 

Prairie Chicken Hunt Lottery 

Deadline 

August 14th 2015 
 

Mourning Dove Season 

September 1st, 2015 

 

Bear Season 

September 1st– October 18th 

 

Early Canada Goose Season 

September 6th, 2015 

 

PHEASANT SEASON!!!!! 
October 10th—January 3rd 

U.S. Agriculture Secretary 

Tom Vilsack announced a 

Conservation Reserve 

Program (CRP) general sign-

up will be held Dec. 1, 2015, 

through Feb. 26, 2016. 

Combined with the added 

announcement of 800,000 new 

acres available to landowners 

through the program’s various 

targeted continuous CRP 

practices, the general and 

continuous program offerings 

continue CRP’s legacy and 

will provide a much-needed 

upland habitat boost to 

recovering pheasant, quail and 

upland wildlife populations. 

 

 

quantity and quality,” says 

Dave Nomsen, Pheasants 

Forever and Quail Forever’s 

vice president of governmental 

affairs, “General sign-ups, in 

combination with high-value 

continuous enrollments, will 

help keep CRP at its acreage 

cap – 24 million acres – which 

is imperative for pheasants, 

quail, waterfowl and other 

wildlife. And targeted, 

continuous CRP programs like 

the State Acres for Wildlife 

Enhancement (SAFE) initiative, 

Upland Habitat Buffers 

initiative, Duck Nesting Habitat 

initiative, and the Pollinator 

Habitat initiative raise the bar 

for upland habitat quality and 

Secretary Vilsack also said 

that eligible existing program 

participants with contracts 

expiring Sept. 30, 2015, will 

be granted an option for one-

year extensions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Today’s Conservation 

Reserve Program news is big 

for upland habitat in terms of 

CRP General Sign-Up Announced 

         Continued on Page 2 
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PRO WEDNESDAYS   Get ready for Hunting Season! 
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Dog/Hunt Test) 

 

The Central Minnesota Retriever Club is located 

1 mile east of Highway 10 at 2232 Golden Spike 

Road, Sauk Rapids, MN 56379 (look for the 

Yellow Club sign on the right) 

 

Visit us @ www.cmrcmn.org    

 

Pro-Tuesdays:  Slightly different than 

Wednesdays. Tuesdays are about competing in 

Field Trials and Hunt Tests.  

Pro’s featured are: Danny Farmer, Steve 

Yozamp, Lynn Troy, Mark Patton, Rick 

Stawski, and Matt Johnson.  

More information is available on our website. 

ALL OUR GRATITUDE TO OUR MEMBER 

PRO’S AND THEIR TEAMS FOR 

CONTRIBUTING TO OUR INNAUGURAL 

PRO DAYS!   

SPECIAL THANKS TO LORNEY MARTINS 

AND OUR FOUNDERS FOR CREATING A 

PRO FRIENDLY CULTURE AT THE 

CENTRAL MINNESOTA RETRIEVER 

CLUB!  

   Paul Hanson, 

President Central Minnesota Retriever Club  

Past National Chairman and Board Member 

Pheasants Forever 

If you are a hunter and a gun dog owner that 

wants a tune up for the hunting season, or 

you have a new pup, or if you are interested 

in competing in Hunt Tests with your 

retriever and do not know where to start, 

each Wednesday night there will be member 

pros holding a training session. There is no 

charge for the sessions, however we do ask 

that if you like what you see to consider 

joining our retriever family and becoming a 

club member. Our dues are $50 per year.  

 

*Wednesday Night’s 5-7pm  from August 

12th  thru September  16th (Six sessions)* 

Member Professional Retriever Trainers: 

 

Randy Gohman, Red-Y Retrievers (Gun 

Dog/Hun Test) 

 

Craig Klein, Fisher Kennels (Gun Dog/Hunt 

Test) 

 

Tim Landecker, TKO Retrievers (Gun Dog/

Hunt Test) 

 

Jeff Latour, Elk River Kennels (Gun Dog/

Hunt Test) 

 

Tim Melham, Four Winds Kennels (Gun 
T H E  R O O S T E R  R E V I E W  

it’s critical that we have the 

best possible habitat, and 

that can be accomplished by 

designing it with pollinators 

in mind,” said Pete 

Berthelsen, director of 

habitat partnerships with 

Pheasants Forever. 

“Pollinator habitat helps not 

only pheasants as brood 

habitat to increase brood 

survival, it’s also important 

for pollinators like honey 

bees and monarch 

butterflies. When hunters 

ask why PF is promoting 

pollinators, the answer is 

simple: It’s really good for 

pheasants and ultimately hunters themselves as well.  It’s 

an organizational priority to get the best possible habitat on 

the landscape we can.”  

  

         by Tori J. McCormick  

 

Gray-Headed Coneflower 

Ratibida pinnata 

 

Gray-headed  

coneflower is a native 

perennial forb growing 

up to 4 feet tall on a 

hairy, slender stem. The 

leaves are pinnately 

compound, mostly with 

five to seven lanceolate 

segments with harsh and  

scurty surfaces. 

This native forb can be 

found anywhere across 

the southern half of the 

state, and also scattered 

in a few counties across 

the northern half.  

 

Unlike the other native 

coneflowers to  

Minnesota,  the Gray-

Headed Coneflower is 

overall a much bigger 

plant than it’s  

coneflower cousins. 

Habitat Highlight   

 

 

 

Rooster or Hen??? 

 

 

Chick Aging Guide 

Week of Age Feather Description 
1-2 day2  flight feathers starting, and has no egg tooth. 

1 week  wing feathers next to body start growing. 

2   body feathers start on breast and rump, can fly 
3   feathers everywhere except head, neck, belly. 

4   feathers start on top of head. 

5   very little down remaining. 
6   head has pin-feathery look 

7   roosters show slight red color on head. 

8   roosters red deepens. 
9   first greenish color on rooster neck. 
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General CRP                                  Continued from pg.1  

wildlife while providing additional 

incentives for landowners.” 

 

“I encourage all farmers and ranchers to 

consider the various CRP continuous 

sign-up initiatives that may help target 

specific resource concerns,” said 

Vilsack. “Financial assistance is offered 

for many practices including 

conservation buffers and pollinator 

habitat plantings, and initiatives such as 

the highly erodible lands, bottomland 

hardwood tree and longleaf pine, all of 

which are extremely important 

initiatives.” 

 

The general sign-up will begin the same 

month CRP – regarded as the most 

successful conservation initiative in 

modern U.S. history – officially 

celebrates its 30th anniversary. This 

milestone is not lost on program 

participants, supporters and policy-

makers: 

 

 

BBBS Hunt Photos 

Pictured above is SCPF member Matt 
Koshiol posing with a some roosters 

harvested this past fall. 

Member Photos 

Picture above are some of the Minnesota 
Pheasants Forever Farm Bill Wildlife 

Biologists who took a day off to hunt down 

in Lyon County before the Pheasant Summit 
this past December.  
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Contact  

Joe Orr at  

jorr@pheasantsforever.org 

(320) 251-7800 Ext. 3 
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T H E  R O O S T E R  R E V I E W  

“For 30 years, the Conservation Reserve 

Program has supported farmers and 

ranchers as they continue to be good 

stewards of land and water. This initiative 

has helped farmers and ranchers prevent 

more than 8 billion tons of soil from 

eroding, reduce nitrogen and phosphorous 

runoff by 95 and 85 percent respectively, 

and even sequestering 43 million tons of 

greenhouse gases annually, equal to taking 

8 million cars off the road,” said Vilsack. 

“This has been one of most successful 

conservation programs in the history of the 

country, and today’s announcement keeps 

that momentum moving forward.”  

       By: Jared Wiklund  

 jwiklund@pheasantsforever.org  
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Contact  

Joe Orr at  

jorr@pheasantsforever.org 

(320) 251-7800 Ext. 3 

Take a Day OFF! 

One of Central Minnesota’s premiere 

outdoor events is returning for its sev-

enth consecutive year on Saturday, Au-

gust 1st at Stearns County’s Mississippi 

River Park. 

 

Take a Day OFF* (Outdoor Family 

Fun) on the Mississippi River provides 

families with a chance to experience a 

variety of outdoor recreational and na-

ture educational activities. The event 

will include canoeing, fishing, paddle 

sports, archery, buckthorn walking 

sticks, make and take projects for kids 

and new this year BLEND Fit Kids Club 

Series 1K Trail Run/Walk and much 

more.  No experience is necessary, 

equipment is provided, and all activities 

are FREE. The event runs from 10:00 

AM to 4:00 PM on Saturday, August 

1st.     

 

The event will include two special canoe 

paddles down a 5 mile stretch on of one 

of Minnesota’s most precious resources, 

the Mississippi River.  Paddle partici-

pants must be registered and ready to 

load the bus at 10:30AM and 2:15PM. 

Space is limited and registration is re-

quired at the event.   There will also be a 

special presentation “In Your Backyard” 

by Critters and Company at 1:00 PM 

and 1:45 PM.   

   

The event is organized by the Stearns 

County Soil and Water Conservation 

District (SWCD), Stearns County Parks, 

and the Minnesota Department of  

Natural Resources (DNR).   
                                         Continued on pg. 4  
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                                 Message From the President              
SCPF Presidents Message July 1, 2015 

 

Buffer initiative becomes Law. 

Governor Dayton recently signed into law establishing 

the MN Buffer Initiative designating certain lands will be 

required for water quality buffer strips statewide.  The 

law will establish perennial (permanent) vegetation buff-

ers along designated rivers, streams and drainage ditches 

to filter out pollutants like sediment, nitrogen and phos-

phorus.   The new law provides some flexibility to land-

owners to establish buffers as well as financial support.  

The law also provides enforcement and penalties for non-

compliance.  Buffers should enhance wildlife habitat as 

well.   

 

 

The MN DNR will receive special funding to prepare 

maps of the state where buffers are required.  The buffer 

waters map is planned for completion by July 2016.  

Most landowners will have a year and a half after that to 

establish the permanent buffers.  In most cases compli-

ance is to be completed by the end of 2018.   Soil and 

water conservation districts statewide will provide tech-

nical assistance and monitoring to implement the new 

buffer initiative law.   

 

I encourage you to familiarize yourself with the new law, 

several websites are available.  Landowners retain all 

rights to the buffer areas.  Public hunting access to buffer 

areas required by the initiative is not a part of the law.  

Be prepared to answer landowner questions @ the buffer 

initiative this hunting season when asking permission to 

hunt. 

 

Steve Sellnow, 

President SCPF 

    Take a Day OFF                        Continued from Pg. 3 

The event is made possible by contribution: The North Face 

Explore Fund, Xcel Energy, Initiative Foundation, Rice Sports-

men’s Club, Sauk Rapids Sportsmen’s Club, St. Stephen 

Sportsmen’s Clubs, Matthew Hall Lumber, East Central Elec-

tric, GNP Company, Stearns County Chapter of Pheasants For-

ever, BLEND CentraCare Health Foundation, and many local 

clubs and businesses. 

Stearns  

County  

Mississippi 

River Park is 

located 7 

miles north of 

Sartell on 

County Road 

1 (41300 

County Road 

1, Rice MN).  

This is a rain 

or shine event, 

but in the case of severe weather please visit the event website 

for cancellation announcements www.takeadayoff.org.   For 

more details on Take a Day OFF* (Outdoor Family Fun) on the 

Mississippi River, visit www.takeadayoff.org, or contact 

Stearns County SWCD Office at (320)-251-7800 X3. 

 
                                                                                           By: Katie Winkelman  

     Stearns County SWCD 
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