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DATES TO REMEMBER
Ruffed Grouse Season
September 16, 2017—January 1,
2018
Waterfowl and Woodcock Opener
September 23, 2017—varies on
location
PHEASANT SEASON
October 14, 2017—January 1, 2018
Deer Firearms Opener
November 4, 2017

SCPF 2018 Annual Banquet
March 3, 2018
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State Pheasant Index Down 26% —Nicole Davros, DNR
Overview:
It’s habitat that matters and loss of habitat
in the farmland regions has contributed to
a 26 percent decline in Minnesota’s
pheasant index compared to last year,
according to the Department of Natural
Resources.
“There has been a steady decline in
undisturbed nesting cover since the mid2000s, and our pheasant population has
declined as a result,” said Nicole Davros,
the DNR research scientist who oversees
the annual August roadside survey that
monitors pheasant population trends.
“Although it appeared mild winter weather
and dry summer weather might boost our
numbers, that wasn’t the case.”
The 2017 pheasant index is 32 percent
below the 10-year average and 62 percent
below the long-term average.
Minnesota has lost about 686,800 acres of
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
acres statewide since 2007. The program,
covered under the federal Farm Bill, pays farmers to remove environmentally sensitive land
from agricultural production and restore vegetation that will reduce soil erosion, improve
water quality, and provide habitat for wildlife and pollinators.
Other Takeaways From the Survey:
-All regions had declines in numbers compared to last year other than south-central and
southeast regions. The best hunting remains in west-central, southwest and south-central
regions.
-Minnesota is working towards a working lands model that would be associated with CRP
that would allow for grazing and haying of some acres. This program would benefit all sorts
of wildlife, pollinators, clean water and agricultural producers.
-Hens per 100 miles was down 26% from last year
-The number Broods observed was down 34% from last year while the number of broods per
100 hens was also down 10%.
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Habitat Highlight

SCPF Youth Pollinator Planting Day
On May 31, 2017, The Stearns County Pheasants Forever chapter held a pollinator habitat
planting day at North Junior High School in Saint Cloud. Around 80 6th-8th grade students
planted over 1100 wildflower plugs across 1.3 acres of converted turf grass. This planting
will supplement the native prairie that was seeded down just days before. The students were
guided by staff from Minnesota Native Landscapes, the Sauk River Watershed District and
North Junior High.

False Sunflower
(Heliopsis helianthoides)
Also known as Common
Ox-eye
Native perennial forb
2-6’ tall. Pairs of opposite
leaves that are coarsely
toothed and have serrated
edges
Long blooming season.
Will bloom as early as mid
-June lasting into late
September.
Unlike true sunflowers, the
ray flowers are fertile in
this plant.
Can be found anywhere
from dry prairies to moist
wetland edges.
Full sun to partial shade
Birds utilize seeds as a
food source
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At the planting event, students learned that habitat loss has contributed to steep declines in
monarch butterfly and honey bee populations over the last 30 years. Additionally, global
food production concerns are ever increasing due to the important role that pollinators play.
Students also learned that these critical habitats are not only good for bees, butterflies and
other pollinators but also for pheasants, ducks and many other wildlife species.
The newly planted pollinator habitat will serve as an outdoor classroom for North Junior
High students to learn about pollinator habitat and native prairie plant identification for years
to come. The pollinator habitat is also open to the general
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Stearns County Pheasants Forever Helps Local
Youth Teams Raise more than $45,000
When high school trap became the fastest-growing sport in the Minnesota State High
School League, Stearns County Pheasants Forever was in a unique position to make
sure local teams had the financial support to hit the ground running. Thanks to the
chapter’s unique fundraising idea, nine high school teams and a youth sporting clays
league have benefitted to the tune of $45,446 in 2017 alone.
The initiative, managed by the SCPF’s treasurer, Joe Opitz, provided a set of raffle
prizes and distributed more than 5,000 tickets to youth shooters. When the participants
sold the tickets for $10 each, their teams received credit to pay for targets and
ammunition, and in some cases they received actual ammunition purchased by SCPF.
“It’s been a very effective fundraiser over the last 10 years,” said Opitz. “It’s grown
youth shooting in central Minnesota and really helped these new teams get going.”
When the chapter first offered the fundraising option, it provided money to members of
the county’s team participating in the Scholastic Clay Target Program. As high school
teams came on line, it expanded to include those shooters.
Each team is responsible for distributing, tracking and collecting tickets, as well as the
money shooters turn in from their sales. The total from each team is collected by
Stearns County Pheasants Forever, which then provides it back to the corresponding
team to cover team expenses. According to Opitz, team coaches also provide direction
on how to apply the funds.
SCPF’s investment is about $4,000, according to Opitz. That includes the cost of prizes ̶
four shotguns and six gift cards donated by the chapter’s partner, Scheels Sports. Raffle
winners are drawn during the SCPF /Sauk Centre Conservation Club at the end of the
summer.
“Helping provide more than $45,000 to promote youth shooting on a $4,000 investment
is a great example of what a good Pheasants Forever effort can accomplish,” said Opitz.
“I would guess that prior to 2017, we’ve used this method to help youth raise at least
$100,000 for their activities.
The Stearns County chapter was recognized as one of the top 10 chapters across the
country for support of youth shooting sports in 2016.

Teams and their payouts for 2017 include:
ROCORI High School Trap Team ̶ $14,370; Sartell High School Trap Team ̶ $8,320;
Holdingford High School Trap Team ̶ $4,600; Sauk Centre High School Trap Team ̶
$4,560; Paynesville High School Trap Team ̶ $4,252; Melrose High School Trap Team ̶
$3,700; Apollo High School Trap Team ̶ $2,655; Eden Valley/Watkins High School
Trap Team ̶ $1,810; Beste’s Youth Sporting Clays ̶ $980; and Cathedral High School
Trap Team ̶ $200.
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Member Photos

SCPF Director, Glen Koshiol, his
son and his dog following a late
season pheasant hunt in 2016.

SCPF food plot that will provide
forage for wildlife through the
winder shortly after seeding

SCPF Director, Kevin Roth,
snapped this photo of a bull elk on
a recent trip to Estes Park, CO,
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Message From the President
President’s Message from September 14, 2017
I just reviewed the fall hunting forecast and Roadside DNR
report on bird counts and the news for Pheasants is
discouraging; bird numbers are down 32% from the 10 year
average. Despite a couple mild winters two factors were cited
for the decline. Certain parts of the Pheasant region
experienced cool, damp conditions during the primary nesting
season, May-June the year. Secondly, the loss of grassland
habitat acres, mainly CRP is also believed to be a major
reason. Just like US, Birds need a place to live and raise their
brood. Minnesota has lost 670,000 acres of CRP in the last
10years since 2007.

by year 2025. Governor Dayton has been very supportive of
Pheasants Forever’s mission.
Wishing you all a safe hunt this fall season. Send us some of
your success pictures we can share in our newsletters. Check
out our website and leave us a message.
- Steve Sellnow, SCPF President

Several members of the Stearns County Pheasants Forever
Board of Directors expressed concerns at their September
meeting regarding the Roadside Count for Birds this fall. The
Board remains committed to strongly supporting State and
Federal long term grassland habitat programs. Pheasants
Forever is promoting expanded acreage of CRP in the
2017/18 NEW Farm Bill. I was at a meeting earlier this year
when Congressman Collin Peterson expressed his support and
commitment to a larger acreage of CRP grassland habitat.
One of the biggest problems he stated is negotiations in the
Farm bill of how to pay the 2 billion dollar price tag.
I saw last week plans for Governor Dayton to be in Lyon
County for the opener. Our Governor remains a strong
supporter of Pheasants and Pheasant habitat. His Buffer law
survived strong opposition in the legislature this past session.
Recently Mr. Dayton has been touring the State hosting Water
Quality meetings titled 25 by 25. 25% improvement in WQ
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