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The Stearns County Pheasants
Forever Chapter (SCPF) held
its annual banquet on March
7th at Gorecki Event Center at
the College of St. Benedict in
St. Joseph, MN. Over 370
people attended the event to
help generate funds for
Stearns County conservation
and wildlife habitat projects.
This year’s keynote speaker
was Bill Sherck the “Man
About the Woods” who is
known for several outdoor
based television programs
produced by Ron Schara
Enterprises. Also, addressing
the crowd was Pheasants
Forever’s President and CEO,
Howard
Vincent,
who
congratulated the Stearns
Chapter for being one of the
top five chapters in the nation.
Since 1983, the SCPF Chapter

has raised over $2.8 million
which has been designated to

Bill Sherck and Chad Bloom at
the 2009 Annual Banquet.

Pheasants Forever’s mission
of
wildlife
conservation
through
habitat
improvements,
public
awareness, education and land
management policies and
programs.
In 2008,
Minnesota’s 77 Pheasants
Forever Chapters completed a
total of 748 projects across
Minnesota,
which
will

provide more than 7400 acres
of wildlife habitat. During
Minnesota’s Pheasants Forever
26-year history $36 million has
been contributed to over 22,000
projects statewide.
“When it comes to
conservation, there are a lot of
people who want to make a
positive difference in the
restoration and preservation of
wildlife but just don’t know
how to go about doing it,” said
Brad Cobb, SCPF Public
Relations Director.
Cobb
added, “Attending a Pheasants
Forever banquet is an excellent
way to contribute to a good
cause because our county
chapter retains all of the money
(exclusive of membership fees)
raised and uses these funds for
projects
in
our
Continued on page 4

Pheasant Facts
As spring approaches,
lengthening days stimulate
courtship behavior.
Usually beginning
in late March, and
peaking in May,
roosters
claim
territories which
may range in size
from a few acres to
a half section or
more, the roosters strut and
crow, tolerating no intrusion

by
other
males.
The second phase of
courtship occurs after the hen
is attracted to a rooster’s
territory. He
approaches
the hen, tilts
his
body
toward
her,
spreads
his
tail feathers,
and extends one wing
downward. His head is held

low with ear tufts erect and
neck feathers flared. The
wattles on the sides of his
head turn a vivid shade of red
and swell until they nearly
touch on top of the head.
As the nesting season
approaches, hens select
roosters with which they will
breed. Pheasants are
polygamous, and a rooster will
gather as many hens as
Continued on page 2
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Habitat Highlight
Plains Coreopsis
A hardy, upright annual,
native to the southern
United States, it has spread

throughout much of North
America. Leaves are finely
divided occurring mostly in
the lower portion of the
plant. A prodigious
bloomer, having vibrant
yellow flowers with maroon
centers. Prefers full sun in
various soil types. An ideal
plant for areas that have
poor drainage or remain
soggy for an extended period of time.
Suggested use: Ditches, low
lying areas, mixes.
Miscellaneous: Often forms
large colonies in ditches
along roadsides.
Height: 1-3 feet
Blooming period: May—
August

Check Us Out On the Web
www.stearnspf.org

possible
into
a
“harem.”
After fertilization takes place, courtship ends.
The hen chooses a nest site, lays and incubates the eggs, and broods the chicks with no
h e l p
f r o m
t h e
m a l e .
Pheasants
nests consist
of
small depressions
on
the
ground
lined with
Pheasant Chicks Hatching
plant material, down,
a n d
f e a t h e r s .
A nesting hen lays eggs at a rate of about one
per day. The clutch may number from one to
20 eggs; the average is 11 eggs. When the
clutch is complete, incubation begins. The

hen waits until all eggs are laid before starting to incubate, so they all hatch at the same
time. The hen leaves the nest only for a brief
period each day for the approximately 23
d a y s
o f
i n c u b a t i o n .
Pheasant chicks are capable of leaving the
nest
soon
after hatching, and the
hen will lead
the
brood
away from
the nest as
soon as they
Pheasant Chick
are
d r y.
Predators
may smell and find the hatched eggs, but the
chicks will be long gone.

Pheasants Forever’s Farm Bill Biologist Program Helps Improve Over One Million Acres
benefits of conservation
Improve how conservation programs, as well as assist
programs are delivered to t h o s e f a r m e r s a n d
landowners and
landowners
producers.
after programs
That's the goal
have
been
of
Pheasants
implemented.
Forever
and
Pheasants
Quail Forever's
Forever
first
Farm
Bill
b e g a n
Biologist
employing
p r o g r a m,
a
Farm
Bill
program
that
MN Farm Bill Biologist’s:
Biologists
in
has, in just six Jason Selvog, Aaron Larsen 2003 and now
and Travis Issendorf
y e a r s
o f
has 35 Farm Bill
existence, accounted for Biologists working in seven
over one million acres of s ta te s – Min n e s o ta ,
land being improved for Missouri, Nebraska, North
wildlife. With the spring Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota
habitat improvement season and Wisconsin. Farm Bill
here, Farm Bill Biologists Biologists have contacted
are on the front line and consulted 21,004
working with more acres landowners, resulting in the
and landowners than ever improvement of 1,107,797
before.
acres of land for wildlife.
The Farm Bill Biologist
program is designed to
educate farmers and
landowners about the
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"We've designed our Farm
Bill Biologist program as
the best possible resource
for
conservation

information; one that is easy and
user-friendly," said Jim Inglis,
PF/QF Farm Bill Biologist
Coordinator. "Our Farm Bill
Biologists possess the necessary
knowledge of federal, state, and
local conservation programs.
More importantly, they are
making local contacts and
promoting programs on a
personal basis – over 150,000
hours have been spent with
21,000 individual landowner
contacts. That's the formula
helping landowners find the
right conservation programs to
meet their personal habitat and
land-use goals."
Primarily, the biologists work to
accelerate enrollment in the
Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP) and other Farm Bill
conservation provisions that
work with farm operations.
Farm Bill Biologists add
wildlife technical assistance in
USDA offices to assist the
Natural Resources Conservation
Services (NRCS) and other
Continued on Page 3
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Farm Bill Biologists
conservation partners with the increasing
wildlife focus as part of the Farm Bill
and various state programs. Funding
sources for the Farm Bill Biologist
program are diverse, from state wildlife
departments and/or soil and water
conservation districts, contribution
agreements or contacts with the USDA's
NRCS, local PF/QF chapters, watershed
groups, foundations, and other state and
local partners.
With the early success of the Farm Bill
Biologist program in seven states, PF/QF
envisions the program growing into
success stories for additional states. "We
are interested in adding more Farm Bill
Biologist positions in new states and
furthering our wildlife habitat mission,"
Inglis said.
Minnesota
In 2008 the three MN Farm Bill
Biologists planned 2,900 acres of habitat
and assisted over 150 landowners with
habitat needs.
Big Stone County
The Big Stone SWCD partnered with

Continued from page 2
the MNDNR, BWSR and the U.S. Fish &
Wildlife and focuses a lot of time on the
Working Lands Initiative (WLI)
program. With added incentives, Big
Stone County has had a lot of interest in
CCRP practices and with Prairie Bank
easements.
West Ottertail County
The West Otter Tail SWCD partnered with
the Pelican River Chapter in promoting
CRP. The area consisted of 12 township
sections stretching over 8 miles. The goal
of the area is to essentially create a
corridor from existing habitat, pheasants
and prairie chickens near Rothsay to
existing habitat along the Pelican River.
Stearns County
Pheasants Forever and the Stearns County
SWCD/NRCS continued their partnership
with the Sauk River and the North Fork
Crow River Watershed Districts to increase
implementation of Conservation Reserve
Program practices within the SRWD/
NFCRWD. Also added to this partnership
are the Rice and Koronis Lake
Associations and the Stearns County
Chapter of Pheasants Forever.

Member Photos

Jason Selvog with his 2009 Turkey
21 lbs—10” beard—3/4” spurs

Greg Berg with his 2009 Turkey
22.5lbs—10.5”beard—1” spurs
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From the President: 2009 Youth Shoot
SCPF’s Youth Programs are dedicated to
introducing youth to hunting, shooting
sports and outdoor conservation through
youth events, education, community
service and cooperation with both
governmental and non-governmental
partnerships. Through a variety of
programs, youth will gain knowledge,
learn skills and develop a land ethic
necessary to be responsible hunters and
conservationists. As they grow up, they
can in turn pass on the outdoor traditions
of their youth to future generations.

habitat will have a chance to shoot a
round of trap, skeet, 5 stand and archery
under the supervision of local experts.
All youth ages 12-17 are welcome to
attend. The free event starts at 5:00 p.m.
and goes until dusk.
Ralph Feld—SCPF President

Stearns Chapter President - Ralph Feld
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Brad Cobb at
1231tlc@charter.net
(320) 493-4695

Your Advertisement here

On Thursday, June 18, 2009 SCPF is
hosting it’s annual Youth Shoot at the
Albany Sportsman's Club.
Young
people interested in hunting and in

THE

“We Sell Farms”
Dave Weller—Broker/Agent
Office:(320) 346-2372 or Cell:(320) 760-4193
www.theharrisonco.com

Contact
Brad Cobb at
1231tlc@charter.net
(320) 493-4695
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immediate area.”
During the banquet the Stearns County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) recognized Mill Creek Dairy as the Outstanding Conservationists for 2008. The farming partnership,
located near Kimball, is owned and operated by brothers Tom and
Ed Gregory, along with Tom’s wife Donna and son Nick. Mill
Creek Dairy has implemented a variety of conservation practices
on their farm for the benefit of soil, water and wildlife conservation. SCPF presented the Gregory family with a framed print.
Also, the Stearns County Chapter of Pheasants Forever recognized Mark Caspers for his 20th year as an SCPF director and presented him with a Pheasants Forever jacket.
Stearns County Pheasants Forever extends a special than you to
the Gorecki Event Center and their staff for their hospitality and
hard work. In addition, SCPF thanks all the volunteers, private &
business donors who helped make this year’s banquet a success.

Tell a friend about our Newsletter
If you have friends or family that would like to receive our newsletter have them contact us at jselvog@pheasantsforever.org

We need your help writing our newsletter. If you have a success
story, pictures of a good days hunt or habitat questions please
contact jason.selvog@pheasantsforever.org or 320-251-7800 Ex. 3

