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The Stearns County Pheasant
Forever Chapter knows how
important our annual banquet
is to accomplishing our goal
for increased pheasant habitat.
This year’s banquet will be on
Saturday, February 27 at
Gerard's Banquet Center in
Sauk Centre. Since 1983, the
Stearns County Chapter has
raised over $2.8 Million for
conservation and wildlife
habitat projects.
The doors will open at 5:30
p.m. for the traditional
“Crowing Hour”, with dinner
and prizes starting at 7:30
p.m. To get your tickets go to
www.stearnspf.org and click
on “Get Tickets”. Cost is $50
which includes a one year
membership to Pheasants
Forever, dinner and door
prizes. Bring a guest for only

2010 Keynote Speaker &
Stearns County native
“The Captain” Billy Hildebrand
from KFAN Outdoors

an additional $35 or a
Ringneck membership (under
18)for only $20. Walk-ins are
also welcome!
“Guns are back again this
year”, says Chris Denn, SCPF
President. Banquet attendees
will have the opportunity to
win over 20 guns during the
banquet. “The banquet is a
fun way to spend an evening,
sharing hunting stories, eating

an excellent meal, raising
money for local conservation
and maybe even win a gun”.
The banquet offers many other
prizes that can be won through
raffle tickets, games, silent
auction and the live auction.
Prizes include guns, wildlife
prints and much more!
Denn says “one of the great
things about the Pheasants
Forever organization is that the
money raised locally is used for
local conservation projects”.
These locally raised funds have
leveraged state and federal
funds resulting in 29 Wildlife
Management Areas,
encompassing over 3,400 acres.
Wildlife Management Areas
(WMAs) are part of
Minnesota's outdoor recreation
system and are established to
Continued on page 2

Pheasant Predators
It's a fact, predators kill
pheasants. Few subjects
generate as much concern and
misunderstanding among
pheasant hunters as predators
and their impact on pheasant
populations. Much of this
concern is focused on the very
visible loss of adult pheasants
(by fox, hawks and owls) in
the population. However,
pheasant nest mortality,
mostly by mammalian

predators, also significantly
impacts pheasant populations.
Avian predators, such as
hawks, crows and owls, also
destroy nests and may kill
adult birds, but they account
for less than 10% of the
depredated adults and nests.
No single predator gets more
blame than coyotes, but
research over several decades
has proven that coyotes focus
their foraging on rodents and

rabbits and do not take adult
pheasants or nests as frequently
as the other mammalian
predators (red fox, striped
skunk and raccoon). In
Continued on page 4
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2010 Banquet is set!

protect those lands and
waters that have a high
potential for wildlife
production, public hunting,
trapping, fishing, and other
compatible recreational
uses. The Stearns County
Pheasant Forever Chapter
does more than just acquire
public hunting land. We
also support a full-time
Pheasants Forever biologist,
Jason Selvog. Jason’s
office is located at the
USDA Service Center in
Waite Park, MN. Selvog
works with private

The annual SCPF Banquet is
set for February 27th, 2010 at
Gerard’s Banquet Center in
Sauk Centre, MN.
SCPF will again be pre-selling
raffle tickets. For more check
out www.stearnspf.org.

Habitat Highlight
Purple Prairie Clover

Purple Prairie Clover is an upright
perennial variety native to the
north central portion of the United
States. The unique lavender purple
flowers that bloom May through
September are concentrated on
slender cones at the ends of wiry
stems. The blooms begin to open
from the base of the cone and
slowly ascend to the tip. This plant
prefers
sandy or
welldrained
soils in full
sun.
This plant
is excellent
high protein forage
for livestock.
Purple
Prairie Clover is also very drought
tolerant due to an extensive root
system which makes transplanting
difficult.
This species is used in a variety of
CRP seed mixes.

Check Us Out On the Web
www.stearnspf.org
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landowners to improve
wildlife habitat and water
quality by promoting the
USDA Conservation
Reserve Program (CRP) and
related USDA Farm Bill
programs. Selvog states,
“Being co-located with the
Stearns County SWCD,
Farm Service Agency, and
the Natural Resources
Conservation Service
increases my efficiency and
allows me to contact more
landowners about the
available programs.”
Denn summarizes “If you

are interested in protecting,
restoring, and enhancing
wildlife habitat in Stearns
County, we hope to see you
at our Pheasant Forever
annual banquet.” Additional
information for the Stearns
County Pheasants Forever
Chapter banquet is available
on the web at
www.stearnspf.org

Food Plots—A Necessity or Just a Wive’s Tale?
The relationship between
food, winter cover,
movement and bird
mortality makes food plots
a critical component in
upland wildlife
management. Winter food
is generally
abundant and
is not a
limiting factor
most years for
pheasants,
quail and
other wildlife
- starvation is
very rare.
While
infrequent
catastrophic
winters drive home the
necessity for food plots,
most biologists consider
food plots an essential part
of good game bird
management regardless of
winter conditions.
The reason is simple - wellplanned food and cover
plots help establish safe
foraging patterns that
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minimize movements and
provide a dependable
source of high-energy food
to help carry birds through
the winter. Birds
concentrate in heavy
roosting cover during

winter, venturing only as far
as needed - underscoring
the importance of locating
food plots adjacent to
excellent cover. Even in a
mild winter, the closer
secure winter cover and
food are positioned, the
more upland wildlife will
benefit by reduced exposure
to predation and occasional

harsh weather. If winter cover is
limited, selecting food plot
plants with the correct structure
and creating large plots can
provide both food and shelter
for the birds.
Plan your food plots for the
worst case scenario.
Don't create a project
that will be buried by
the first blizzard.
Select a food plot mix
carefully, then assess
the two most critical
factors--size and
location. Large food
plots (3-10 acres) are
most desirable.
Combinations of
forage sorghum and
grain sorghums stand well in
winter weather, providing
excellent cover while retaining
high-energy grain on stalks.
Bear in mind that food plots are
used by many species. Some,
such as deer and turkeys,
consume a lot of grain and can
exhaust small food sources well
before winter has ended.
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1st Annual Longest Tail Feather Contest
The 1st annual Longest Tail Feather
contest was held on Saturday,
December 12 at the Padua Pub. It was
a beautiful day for a late season hunt
for the 10 teams that entered the
contest. The teams started hunting at
9:00 am and met at the Padua Pub at
4:00 pm for the official measurements
and a hot bowl of Chili. Prizes were
awarded for total inches and longest
individual feather. This years total
inches winner went to team Joe Opitz
& Glen Koshiol with 112” for six birds

and longest individual feather winner was
Joe Klein with 23”. The Stearns County
Chapter of Pheasant Forever would like
to thank those that participated and came
out to help support
the
Chapter.
SCPF would also
like to that the
Padua Pub for
hosting the event
and preparing a
great meal! SCPF plans to host another
contest next season.

Member Photos

2009 - PF/DNR/MNDOT/SWCD Hunt

From the President
First of all, on behalf of SCPF, I would
like to thank Ralph Feld for his service
to SCPF and PF. Unfortunately, Ralph
decided to step down from the office of
President, but he assured us he will
remain very active within the
organization.
We look forward to
working with Ralph for the years to
come.
I don’t recall when I got involved with
PF, but I do know that after being a
general member for a couple of years, I
wanted to be more active with anything
to do with pheasant hunting. I quickly
accepted when I was invited to become a
Director.
I have been a Sponsor
Member since 1998, and became a Life
Member a few years ago. I like to
believe I have been active with SCPF,
helping wherever I was able.
That being said, I would like to say
thanks to the Board of Directors for
voting me into this office, and I promise
to do my best to represent SCPF and our
mission.
I hope everyone had a successful and
safe hunting season, and now we can get
out the fish houses and try to stay warm
on the ice. With the water frozen, we set
our sights on another successful Spring
Banquet. Memberships and member
attendance is the key to our continued
success. We all have friends that are
involved with pheasant hunting and land
preservation that are not members.
THE
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Please invite these folks to join PF and
attend our Banquet. This is the biggest
fundraiser for SCPF, so the more people
that attend, the better opportunity we have
to reach our financial goals to move
forward on our mission. Remember, the
money raised here, stays here. Not many
organizations can claim that. We make
every attempt to make the banquet fun.
Every year there are changes, so we try
not to do the same old thing.
As a group, we will continue to keep you
informed what’s happening on a State and
National level, and as I become more
informed of specific issues, we will share
that information in future newsletters and
on our website www.stearnspf.org.
As always, contact anyone on the Board
of Directors (listed on page 4 of this
newsletter), with any questions or
comments you may have.

Steve Sellnow with his 2009 Turkey
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Pheasant Predators

President
Chris Denn

addition, the larger home range and territorial nature of coyotes
can actually result in lower populations of these other, more
destructive predators. Predation accounts for three-fourths of
unsuccessful nests, and nearly all of adult mortality (excluding
hunting) is directly predator related. The problem can be
exacerbated when insufficient habitat and severe weather make
pheasants more vulnerable.
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