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DATES TO
REMEMBER:

PF/QF Staff in Training &
Unavailable
June 7-10, 2010

V O L U M E

3 — I S S U E 2

More CRP Acres!

Next SCPF Meeting
June 9, 2010
PF/QF District Meetings
July 26-30, 2010
Game Fair
August 6-8, 2010
Game Fair
August 13-15, 2010
MN Bear Season Opener
September 1, 2010
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At the National Pheasant Fest
luncheon in Des Moines,
Iowa on February 27,2010,
U.S. Department of
Agriculture Secretary Tom
Vilsack announced 150,000
acres of additional authority
for a Continuous
Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP) practice titled
State Acres for wildlife
Enhancement (SAFE), also
known as CP38. Minnesota
received an additional 10,800
acres available for enrollment
immediately. Minnesota’s last
allocation of acres, in 2008,
was approximately 23,000
and was exhausted within 11
months.
The focus of CP38 is the
restoration of grassland
habitats for pheasant and

population size and abundance
of grassland dependent species
such as the ring-necked
pheasant and the greater prairie
chicken. In Minnesota alone,
less than 1% of native
grasslands remain.

U.S. Dept. of Agriculture Secretary,
Tom Vilsack and PF President and
CEO, Howard Vincent at National
Pheasant Fest 2010

other wildlife populations
through the planting of
critical nesting habitat within
the pheasant and greater
prairie chicken range of
Minnesota. Grasslands have
been identified among the
nation’s most threatened
ecosystem and therefore are
the limiting factor in

Named the “Back Forty
Pheasant Habitat practice,” it is
one of the most versatile
programs offered under the
Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP). The program allows
landowners to enroll blocks of
land that are 10 – 40 acres in
size or areas that are less than
10 acres in size as long as it is
adjacent to existing habitat. The
program can be designed to
square up odd shaped fields,
hard to farm areas, irrigation
corners, and can be used in
Continued on page 2

How Old Are Those Chicks?
June is the peak hatching
month for pheasants. Did you
know that pheasant chicks can
be aged using
feather
development?
If you capture
a chick, or
find one roadkilled, try to
age it. Compare the chick's
feather development to the list
below. The list works for both

roosters and hens.
Also, consider this. If the body
feathers are just starting, and
today is June 20th, then the
chick hatched about June 6
(June 20 minus 2 weeks) from
a nest that started April 29
(June 6 minus 23 days
incubation minus 16 days to
lay the 12 eggs).
Week of Age Feather Description
1-2 days -flight feathers starting,
and has an egg tooth.

1 -wing feathers next to body start
growing.
2 -body feathers start on breast & rump,
can fly.
3 -feathers everywhere except head,
neck, belly.
4 -feathers start on top head.
5 -very little down remaining.
6 -head has pinfeathery look.
7 -roosters show slight red color on
head.
8 -rooster’s red deepens.
9 -first greenish color on rooster neck.
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More CRP Acres

SCPF is now on
Facebook

locations where most other
practices cannot.
Enrollment in these
additional CP38 acres
began March 15, 2010 and
MN has approximately
4500 acres remaining.

Search for Stearns County
Pheasants Forever on
Facebook and become a fan!

“We know what happens
when you restore grasslands
and build upon existing
habitats in the Minnesota
pheasant range“, stated Joe
Pavelko, MN director of
conservation programs, “the
birds and other wildlife
respond quickly.”
Habitat Highlight
Wild Columbine

Wild Columbine occurs
occasionally in most areas
of Minnesota. Habitats
include rocky open woodlands, wooded slopes, sandy
savannas, thinly wooded
bluffs, shaded areas of limestone
cliffs,
limestone
glades,
fens
and
bogs,
openings in logged woodlands,
and areas along railroad
tracks. Occasional wildfires
and other kinds of disturbance in wooded areas are
probably beneficial in maintaining populations of this
plant.
Check Us Out On the Web
www.stearnspf.org
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Secretary Vilsack also
announced plans for a new
CRP general signup slated
for later this year. This will
be the first general signup
since 2006. It arrives in time
to address the 4.4 million
acres of CRP expiring on
September 30, 2010. An
additional 14.2 million acres
of CRP are slated to expire
between 2011 and 2013.
The date for this new CRP
general signup has not been
determined as yet.

Continued from page 1

Landowners interested in
learning more about the
CP38 program or the
upcoming general signup
should contact their local
USDA Service Center for
more information.

Native Seeding and Maintenance Tips
Give the birds a place to go,
reduce erosion, and clean
up your
lakes and
streams!
Planting
native
grass and
forbs on
your
property
is an
excellent
way to
achieve
the benefits above. If you
are planning a restoration
project this spring, there are
a number of principles that
generally apply to any grass
seeding project. If you want
to increase the chances your
project is going to turn out
right the first time, then:
- Plan the seed mixture
according to soil type and
moisture conditions.
- Purchase quality seed
from a reputable vendor.
- Do the appropriate prep
work – don't cut corners.
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- Avoid tillage, if possible.
- Prepare a firm seedbed –

pack it and then
pack it some
more.
- Use a
specifically
designed native
grass drill.
- Do not try to
seed when the
soil is wet.
- Plant shallow
– 1/4" deep or
less.
- Speed kills – seed at 3 – 5
miles per hour, 6 at the very
most.

- For uniform output, keep drill
boxes > 1/3 full.
- Seed after green-up and apply
glyphosate (RoundUp type
product)within 5-7 days after
seeding or apply glyphosate
after green-up and wait a week
before seeding.
- 1st year, mow or chop
aggressively – us a stalk
chopper or rotary mower.
- 2nd year, mow or chop
between 1 and 15 June, if
needed.

- Burn in year 4 or 5, then every
4 – 6 years thereafter.
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The Grassroots Conservation Campaign
By Chad Bloom
SCPF Grassroots Campaign Chair

Stearns County Pheasants Forever has
taken another step forward in the
continuing goal to perpetuate habitat for
our outdoor way of life. After our
banquet in February 2010 we analyzed
our chapter and implemented some ideas
that will bring results towards our goals.
With our new President implementing
his vision, an area we identified for
growth dealt with the Grassroots
Conservation Campaign. What is that
you ask? In today’s world of will’s,
investments, IRA’s, real-estate
transactions and all the other ways we
accumulate wealth, it is a vehicle from
Pheasants Forever that helps you
imprint your legacy for future
generations through charitable giving.
As you review your monthly IRA
statements, plan your estate and ponder
what to do with the land you have
worked consider Pheasants Forever as a
beneficiary. Pheasants Forever will be
the trusted steward of your vision for
expanding habitat for our outdoor way of
life.
The Grassroots Conservation Campaign
also has the ability to work with you on
charitable giving here and now. Stearns
County Pheasants Forever has a number

of events throughout the year that go
towards planting seeds of a different kind.
We work with youth as mentors to help
instill and pass on the need for habitat
through the
passion of
hunting.
These
programs cost
money and
any support
you want to
give for those
efforts can be planned and given through
the Grassroots Conservation Campaign.
If you’re reading this, you have followed
along with Stearns County Pheasants
Forever on our mission to acquire land for
wildlife habitat and public use. We are
constantly looking at opportunities to
purchase land. Stearns County Pheasants
Forever, with our partners, have identified
opportunities right now. We are asking for
your help in preserving these lands for our
hunting heritage.
If you want to give to any of these specific
areas Stearns County Pheasants Forever
can help you plan and execute your wishes.
Please email Chad Bloom or call 320-2924771. We look forward to working with
you. For more information go to
Pheasants Forever’s website.

From the President
With a clear focus, our goals for Stearns
County Pheasants Forever (SCPF) will
be to increase our membership, increase
our attendance at the Spring Banquet,
and increase our bottom line to create
more opportunities to acquire more
public hunting land for everyone to
enjoy.
With that said, SCPF would like to thank
all who made our Spring Banquet
successful. Without all of you who
support SCPF, we wouldn’t be a model
Chapter for others to mirror.
In continuation of our goal to become
more focused, we are already looking to
next spring and our next banquet. Even
the best of the best know to review and
THE
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explore what worked and what could be
improved.
Having a location large
enough is
one of our
biggest
challenges.
We’ll do
the best we
can
and
we
look
forward to
seeing as
m a n y
people as
possible at
the
next
banquet.
Filling a
banquet
hall is also
a
big
c h a l l e n g e Chris Denn and SCPF
would like to SCPF President make a call
to all of you
who support
SCPF and Pheasants Forever in general.
Continued on page 4
Bodies in the

Member Photos

2009 Montana - Billy Hildebrand,
Anthony Hauck and Bob St. Pierre

2010 - Brett Persson with his first Turkey
23lbs.– 6” Beard—3/4 spurs
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“We Sell Farms & Hunting Land”
Dave Weller—Broker/Agent
Office:(320) 346-2372 or Cell:(320) 760-4193
www.theharrisonco.com

“Your Habitat and Conservation Connection”
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Trees - Tree Planting
Prescribed Burning - Management
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A New Minnesota Legacy Begins

President
Chris Denn

By Brad Cobb
SCPF Public Relations Director
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Joe Opitz
Habitat Director
Mark Caspers
Sponsorship Director
Dave Thelen
Youth Director
Ken Fruth

Stearns County Chapter of
Pheasants Forever

Secretary
Jason Selvog
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Brad Cobb
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Mark Volkmuth
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Jason Selvog

We’re on the Web
www.stearnspf.org

Renew Your
Membership
Today!

From the President

Continued from page 3

door, means dollars in the ground. The more people we
can get to attend, the more funds we can generate to put
toward our mission. We will continue to partner with all
our friends in the field to maximize the funds that we have
to work with. Rest assured, we are always pursuing
possible land acquisitions in the best hunting areas in
Stearns County.
We all have someone who could or should become
members. Friends, family, co-workers, etc. You know
the drill, anyone could be a potential member. Take a
minute to invite someone to become a member. In the
same light, these people could or should also be the same
people to invite to our banquet.
SCPF does it’s best to put together an entertaining
banquet. We do our best to have as many quality prizes
as possible and make it an enjoyable evening for all.
Our Spring Banquet is our largest fundraiser. Without a
successful banquet, we would really have a challenge
achieving our goals. Keep in mind we have other
opportunities to assist in our fundraising efforts. Take
part in our Gun Raffle that is in progress right now.
Contact a Board Member to purchase a ticket.
There will be other opportunities throughout the year to
support SCPF. We invite you and your friends to
participate in them all. As always, keep in touch with our
local website (www.stearnspf.org), and contact us
whenever you have a question or request.
In closing, if we follow our focus, we can increase our
membership, increase banquet attendance, which in turn
will increase our funding for future projects.

Minnesota’s natural resource and wildlife conservation efforts
received a huge boost in November 2008 when the voters (nearly
60%) in Minnesota voted for a 3/8% dedicated sales tax increase
for what is now commonly called the “Legacy Amendment”. This
amendment is divided into 4 funds. 33% of the new sales tax will
go towards the Outdoor Heritage Fund (OHF – which has a
statutory review council called the Lessard-Sams Outdoor
Heritage Council – LSOHC), 33% to the Clean Water Fund,
14.25% to the Parks and Trails Fund, and 19.75% to the Arts/
Cultural/History Fund. These annual Legacy funds will last for
the next 25 years.
Passage of this amendment was remarkable considering we were
in the middle of one of the worst economic downturns in our
nation’s history when people were losing their jobs, seeing bank
failures, watching our 401k retirement accounts disappear with
each passing statement and when most of the nation was paying
$3.50 - $4 dollar gasoline. Yet voters in Minnesota set aside all
these horrible things to vote themselves a sales tax increase for
conservation – that’s how important this issue was to most of us –
incredible!!!
It’s the Outdoor Heritage Fund that will probably have the greatest
and most direct impact on wildlife conservation and increasing
public access to hunting and fishing lands. In the spring of 2009
the LSOHC recommended and the legislators approved nearly $83
million dollars for 18 program proposals for FY10 OHF grants
towards protecting, restoring, and enhancing fish, game, and
wildlife habitat. Of that appropriation, Pheasants Forever (PF)
received several large appropriations for land acquisitions and
habitat restoration/enhancement projects. PF also received several
Small Grant appropriations from the OHF Conservation Legacy
Partners (CPL) program which is administrated by the DNR.
Several projects directly related to Stearns County were
recommended from both the primary FY10 OHF and CPL grants.
More information on those projects will be in a future SCPF
newsletter once completed.
Then in December 2009 – the LSOHC recommended nearly $60
million for FY11 OHF appropriations and this funding request
should be signed by the Governor sometime May 2010. Again, PF
received one of the largest appropriations for land acquisitions and
restoration/enhancement.

Member Photos

2010 - Dave Weller with his 22# Tom
harvested north of Brooten

2010 - Aaron Meyer with his Kansas
Turkey
24lbs.– 10.5” Beard—1.5” spurs

