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General CRP Sign-Up
August 2-27, 2010
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General CRP Sign-Up in August

Summer District Meeting
August 2, 2010
Game Fair
August 6-8, 2010
Game Fair
August 13-15, 2010
MN Bear Season Opener
September 1, 2010
Next SCPF Directors
Meeting
September 8, 2010
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The U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA)
announced today that the
new Conservation
Reserve Program (CRP)
general sign-up will run
Monday, August 2nd
through Friday, August
27th. Pheasants Forever
and Quail Forever Farm
Bill Biologists are
prepared to work with
landowners through the
entire sign-up period.
The new general CRP
signup will be the first
since 2006, and
landowner demand is
expected to be strong,
especially considering the

U.S. Dept. of Agriculture Secretary,
Tom Vilsack and PF President and
CEO, Howard Vincent at National
Pheasant Fest 2010

USDA has updated soil
rental rates since that last
general signup. "CRP
continues to be a good
option for producers to
ensure income on the
tough-to-farm and lowest
producing acres," said

Dave Nomsen, Pheasants
Forever and Quail Forever's
Vice President of
Government Affairs, "This
general signup's 4 millionplus acre nationwide
allotment is likely to fill up
quickly, so it's critical that
landowners get into their
local USDA service centers
immediately to examine
CRP options on their land."
Pheasants Forever and
Quail Forever have more
than 60 Farm Bill
Biologists working at
USDA service centers to
provide one-on-one
assistance to farmers and
ranchers during the 2010
Continued on page 2

A Tough Start for Chicks
Pheasant chicks have a
tough go of it. They will
be 2 to 10 weeks old in
July and August and a
good number will die. The
first of July when chicks
are 2 weeks old, 25% have
died since hatching. When
7 weeks old in August,
33% are dead. At 10
weeks old, up to 48% are
dead.

The reasons for this annual
die-off vary, but may be
due to: 1) the poor
breeding condition of
some hens after a tough
winter, 2) the early or
lateness of nesting, 3) the
number of re-nesting
attempts made by the hen,
4) the susceptibility of
chicks to cool spring
temperatures, 5) summer

heat, 6) chemical spraying
for insects, or 7) a
combination of all of the
above.
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SCPF is now on
Facebook

program's 25-year
history. This February at
Pheasants Forever's
The new CRP general
National Pheasant Fest,
sign-up arrives in time
USDA
Secretary Tom
to address the 4.4
Vilsack announced his
million acres of CRP
pledge to keep CRP
expiring on September
fully enrolled at the
30, 2010. It is also
federally mandated (via
representative of
USDA's ongoing action the 2008 Farm Bill)
to maximize the wildlife maximum level of 32
million acres. “With an
habitat and
additional 14.2 million
environmental benefits
acres of CRP slated to
created via the
expire between 2011 and
general sign-up.

Search for Stearns County
Pheasants Forever on
Facebook and become a fan!

2013, the new general
sign-up is the critical
first step,” said Nomsen.
Today's announcement
also resonates with
pheasant hunters, as
CRP acres provide the
top nationwide habitat
component in producing
pheasants. Just three
years removed from
recordContinued on Page 3

Start Thinking Fall Food Plots

Habitat Highlight
Little Bluustem

Little Bluestem is a native,
warm season perennial, medium height grass. Growth
begins in early April, growing
2 to 3 feet tall. The dense root
system may reach 5 to 8 feet in
depth. Provides excellent nesting and
brood
rearing
cover.
Little
Bluestem
is native
to all of
the
United States with the exceptions of California, Washington, Oregon and Nevada. It is
found on most range sights in
both low and high elevations,

growing well on deep, shallow, sandy, fine textured
and rocky soils.
Check Us Out On the Web
www.stearnspf.org
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With the fall hunting
season just around the
corner, it’s time to start
thinking about those fall
food plots. With a little
bit of planning
you can turn your
food plot into a
wildlife beacon.
Many hunters
only think about
their fall food
plots right before
the season and
then try to do everything
at the same time.
Hunters who plan ahead
increase the food plot’s
nutritional yield and
create a better area for
hunting.
August is the time to ask
some questions to
determine the best course
of action for fall. Does
the food plot have a
perennial such as clover
left over from last year?
Have you recently

ROOSTER

REVIEW

conducted a soil sample
to learn what fertilizer
levels the soil requires?
What plants will provide
the most amount of

enough for sunlight to
reach the plants. As
cooler weather prevails,
clover will begin to
grow, but it needs some
sunlight.
 Determine what annual
seeds should be planted
to produce a good mix of
plants for wildlife.
For Annual Plots—
Mow and spray herbicide
such as Roundup to
eliminate plants that
sprung up during the
summer growing season
to prepare the area for
later disking and
planting.



nutrition for the specie
pursued?
While it’s not quite
planting time, hunters
should be getting their
food plots ready. Here is
what hunters
should be doing:
For Perennial
Plots—
 Mow clover
or other
perennial food
plots low
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General CRP Sign-Up in August Continued from page2
setting pheasant harvests
(Minnesota, North Dakota and
South Dakota); hunters have been
disappointed in the 6.5 million
acres that left the Conservation
Reserve Program without a general
signup. America's quail populations
continue their rapid decline
because of habitat losses. "This
new general signup is critical to
prevent us from losing more acres
and for preventing continued
population decline of the birds
many of us love to pursue each
autumn," Nomsen added.
Nomsen also points out how
understated CRP is to the rural
environment and the rural
economy. "For 25 years, CRP has
been the nation's single most
important and successful
conservation program, protecting
water quality and soils, and
creating habitat for a diverse mix of
wildlife," he said, "It's a program
critically important to the economy
of rural America and our nation's
outdoor traditions. CRP in the next

25 years will continue all of these
benefits, while also producing the
habitat
critical to
pollinators
and the $19
billion
dollars
honey bee
pollination
means to
America's agricultural economy."
Since its formation in 1985,
Pheasants Forever has been one of
the nation's strongest supporters of
CRP. A voluntary program for
agricultural landowners, CRP
provides annual rental payments and
cost-share assistance for the
establishment of long-term, resource
conserving covers on eligible
farmland. The millions of acres of
CRP lands in the United States is a
major contributor to increasing
wildlife populations in many parts of
the country.

From the President
Hope everyone is
having a good
summer. Hard to
think of pheasant
hunting with temps as
high as they have
been. Unfortunately,
Chris Denn
it’s not too far off
SCPF
when the temps will go
President
down and back to
reality of living in Minnesota. Until
then, let’s enjoy the warm summer
months with our families.
In the last issue, I wrote in regards to
membership and its importance to
THE
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the Chapter. I also would like
everyone to consider getting all of
their family members to join PF.
Keeping our children and
grandchildren involved in the
outdoors is becoming more and more
important these days. With all the
outside influences there are to take up
everyone’s time, let’s not forget to
keep our wildlife part of those
activities available to our families.
There are several programs
throughout the summer and fall for
people to participate in.
Continued on page 4

Member Photos

2006—Kathy Purves, Northerns from Lake
Minnewaska

1951—Stan Selvog—SCPF Member Jason
Selvog’s grandfather. Stan harvested this
buck near Terrace, MN.
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This is a wonderful time of the year for upland hunters and
PF members. We are starting to look ahead to the fall
hunting seasons, getting our dogs and ourselves into shape,
and to reflect on hunting seasons past and future.
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From the President

Continued from page 3

Locally, keep an eye on our Chapter website –
www.stearnspf.org. SCPF partners with
other organizations to provide activities involving
our youth.
Let’s also not forget to invite our daughters and
granddaughters to become involved. This is a
growing segment of the country. More and more
programs are available just for these ladies. Take
them along to the trap range sometime and see how
fun it is to get them shooting. Move over boys, these
ladies can shoot!
Let’s also remember to properly care for our hunting
partners – our dogs. These hot summer days can be
very trying, and dangerous, for our friends in the
field. Shade, water, and even a breezy area will
make all the difference to make sure your companion
is there this fall to bring those birds back to you.
Sure, it sounds pretty basic, but I think we’d all be
alarmed at the number of pets lost to warm weather
and improper care.
So let’s remember to keep our families involved.
Bring them along whenever possible, even if it’s just
to walk along, you’ll be surprised at the conversation
that comes from it. Enjoy the rest of the summer,
and remember the next time you walk by the gun
safe, it won’t be long and you’ll be hoping the
wetlands freeze enough to get in after those birds.

This is also an important time for PF members in Minnesota
because several important PF grant proposals are also
pending with the Environmental and Natural Resource Trust
Fund (ENRT-LCCMR-Lottery) and the Outdoor Heritage
Legacy Fund (OHF – LSOHC – Dedicated Sales tax). Both
proposals are requesting significant funding requests to
improve public access to high quality hunting lands and to
restore and/or enhance existing habitats (grasslands,
wetlands, and shallow lakes). Future issues of the SCPF
newsletter will update you on those grant proposals.
SCPF is also proud to announce that through the efforts of
Jason Selvog and the Stearns SWCD we have achieved a
20,000 acre milestone in CRP enrollment since 2003. We
all know that a vast majority (95% or greater) of all wildlife
are born and raised on private lands and the continuing
efforts by our private land conservation professionals like
Jason are vitally important to the success of wildlife and
natural resource conservation. Coupled with the nearly
3,000 acres of WMA’s acquired by SCPF and all of our
partners in Stearns County – we are leaving an important
legacy for future generations.
Finally, now more than ever we as an organization need to
continue our growth and membership development. We are
asking all of you to consider bring a friend to the 2011 SCPF
Banquet (details to come in future newsletters).
Sincerely,
Brad Cobb – SCPF Public Relations Director

Member Photos

1983 - (L to R) George Mohrhauser
(SCPF Member), Leon Schroeder &
Ralph Lampman from a hunt in Iowa.

2009 - Ross Reiffenberger’s lab
“Briggs” with his MN Prairie Chickens

