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MN Pheasant Season Closes
January 2, 2011
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Application Deadline
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2011 SCPF Annual Banquet — March 12th
Get Your Tickets Now!

MN PF State Convention
January 14-16, 2011
Pheasant Fest
January 28-30, 2011
MN Crow Hunting Opener
(1st Season)
March 1, 2011
SCPF Annual Banquet
March 12, 2011
MN Spring Turkey Opener
April 13, 2011
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The Stearns County Pheasant
Forever Chapter knows how
important our annual banquet
is to accomplishing our goal
for increased pheasant habitat.
This year’s banquet will be on
Saturday, March 12 at the
Gorecki Event Center at the
College of St. Benedict in St.
Joseph, MN. Since 1983, the
Stearns County Chapter has
raised over $2.9 Million for
conservation and wildlife
habitat projects.
The doors will open at 5:30
p.m. for the traditional
“Crowing Hour”, with dinner
and prizes starting at 7:30
p.m. To get your tickets go to
www.stearnspf.org and click
on “Get Tickets”. Cost is $55
which includes a one year
membership to Pheasants
Forever, dinner and door

prizes. Bring a guest for only
an additional $35 or a
Ringneck membership (under
18) for only $20. Walk-ins
are also welcome!
“Guns are back again this
year”, says Chris Denn, SCPF
President. Banquet attendees
will have the opportunity to
win several guns during the
banquet. “The banquet is a
fun way to spend an evening,
sharing hunting stories, eating
an excellent meal, raising
money for local conservation
projects and maybe even win
a gun”. The banquet offers

many other prizes that can be
won through raffle tickets,
games, silent auction and the
live auction. Prizes include
guns, wildlife prints and much
more!
Denn says “one of the great
things about the Pheasants
Forever organization is that the
money raised locally is used for
local conservation projects”.
These locally raised funds have
leveraged state and federal
funds resulting in 29 Wildlife
Management Areas,
encompassing over 3,400 acres.
Wildlife Management Areas
(WMAs) are part of
Minnesota's outdoor recreation
system and are established to
protect those lands and waters
that have a high potential for
wildlife production, public

Continued on page 2

Should We Winter Feed Pheasants?
“Should we be feeding the
pheasants?” The early snow
cover and extreme cold
weather has folks worried
about the birds being able to
survive. Unfortunately, many
good-intentioned people who
set out corn actually harm the
pheasants more than they help
them. Carefully consider the
following:
1. Feeding must take place
close to high quality winter
cover of at least 10 acres, such
as cattail sloughs and willow
thickets. It is extremely rare
for a pheasant to starve, but

death by freezing is common.
Poorly placed feeders actually
draw the pheasants out and
away from their protective
winter cover. They cause birds
to congregate and expend
energy competing for the food.
Instead of saving birds, poorly
placed feeders will actually
add to freezing deaths.
2. Feeders attract predators
and expose pheasants to death
by predation. Many more
pheasants are lost to predators
each winter, than to starvation.
Feeders give predators a focus
point, not unlike a bait pile.

3. Once feeding starts, it must
be continued. If pheasants are
fed for a period of time and
then the food supply
disappears, the birds may
become more stressed than if
they had not been fed at all.

Continued on page 2
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SCPF is now on
Facebook

hunting, trapping, fishing,
and other compatible
recreational uses. The
Stearns County Pheasant
Forever Chapter does more
than just acquire public
hunting land. We also
organize several youth
events, assist other
conservation organizations,
support a full-time Stearns
County Pheasants Forever
biologist and support PF
National in Washington DC
to convey our conservation
message at the federal level.
“We help protect our

Search for Stearns County
Pheasants Forever on
Facebook and become a fan!

2011
Annual
Banquet
Get Your Tickets Here!

Habitat Highlight

outdoor heritage,” said
Denn. Denn summarizes,
“If you are interested in
protecting, restoring, and
enhancing wildlife habitat in
Stearns County, we hope to

Continued from page 1

see you at our Pheasant
Forever annual banquet.”
Additional information for
the Stearns County
Pheasants Forever Chapter
banquet is available on the
web at www.stearnspf.org.

Should We Winter Feed Pheasants?

Leadplant

A 1’-3’ native legume that
is found on prairies and
savannas. Small blue to
purplish flowers have bright
orange stamens which form
a tapering spike. Soft hairs
on the
leaves
give it a
grayishgreen
appearance.
Occasionally the stems become
woody and it can look like a
shrub. The roots are long,
tough, and stringy; hence
the nickname "Devil's shoestrings."

they had not been fed at all.
4. A poorly designed feeder
may make an easy meal for
more efficient
foragers such as
deer and turkey,
taking away any
benefits for
pheasants.
5. Proper winter
feeding may
help the birds
temporarily, but
it is not an
effective longterm plan. THE
KEY TO

SAVING PHEASANTS
IN THE WINTER IS
HABITAT! Resources

spent on establishing high
quality winter cover will yield
far greater results and the best
winter survival rates.
The lesson to be
learned from a tough
winter is that we need
to establish more high
quality thermal cover
in the spring.
Please do all you can
to educate your
friends and family on
proper winter
feeding. By doing so,
you will help save
birds.

2nd Annual - Longest Tail Feather Contest Winners
The Stearns County Chapter of Pheasants Forever held their 2nd annual Longest Tail Feather
Contest on December 4th, 2010 and the winners are:
Glen Koishol with longest feather at 25.5"
Joe Opitz and Gary Borchard had longest total feathers with 6 birds totaling 135"

Check Us Out On the Web
www.stearnspf.org
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CONGRATULATIONS to the winners and thanks to everyone who participated!
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Helping Create Habitat Helps Create a Memory
Happy Holidays everyone! I hope you
had a terrific holiday and hunting
season. I was listening to the radio on
the way to work the other morning and
one of the radio hosts said something
that struck a cord with me. He said that
everyone should remember that we are
creating the "Good Old Days" memories
for the youngsters. My wife and I have
been married just over a year and don't
have any kids yet but we are lucky to
have many nieces and nephews and it
was really a great Christmas to share it
through their eyes. I feel like we did our
very best to make a good old days
memory.
The good old days is something that
every generation should strive to pass on
to the next generation. All of us that
belong and support Pheasants Forever
know that PF is known as the habitat
organization. In my opinion, habitat is
the key ingredient for us being able to
pass on the good old days. Stearns
County Pheasants Forever is working
diligently to put habitat in the
ground. As we come out of the hunting
season and holiday season we head

By Chad Bloom, SCPF Legacy Chair
into the banquet season. We at Stearns
County Pheasants Forever know you have
a choice on which banquet to attend. Every
spring there
are many
options for
you to choose
from. It is
our promise
to from
Stearns
County
Pheasants Forever that when you choose to
attend, donate and/or sponsor, the dollars
you give will help put habitat on the
ground in Stearns County.
You may be asking yourself how can I
make a difference to Stearns County
Pheasants Forever? Our immediate need
has to do with our banquet. The banquet is
our major fundraiser for the year and every
dollar spent on putting on our banquet
takes away from our ability to spend
towards habitat in Stearns County. What
you can do is help Stearns County
Pheasants Forever with donations. Perhaps
your family would want to donate the cost
Continued on page 4
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2010—Bill Sherck, John Maile and Aaron
Achtenberg on a cold December
Pheasant Hunt
Read the Blog by Anthony Hauck

2010—Annual Pre-Thanksgiving Day Hunt
(Front)—Brad Cobb
(L to R) - Dennis Fuchs, Chuck Uphoff,
Craig Brinkman,
Keith Jans and Taylor Jans
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From the President
Save the Date! Plans are well underway
for the 28th Annual Stearns County
Pheasants Forever Spring Banquet. The
banquet will be held Saturday, March
12, 2011 at the College of Saint
Benedict's Gorecki Events Center in St
Joseph, MN. The traditional crowing
hour beginning at 5:30 p.m. followed by
a host of new and classic games, live and
silent auctions, raffles and a delicious
dinner served at 7:30 p.m. The Stearns
County Chapter of Pheasants Forever is
confident that The College of Saint
Benedict will provide a welcome
atmosphere for all of our guests with an
exceptional meal, media services,
parking facilities and accessibility.
To get your tickets in advance please
visit
the
SCPF
website
(www.stearnspf.org). Advanced raffle
tickets are available again this year, you
THE

ROOSTER

REVIEW

can pre-order $80 of general raffle tickets
for only $60.
Please come out and help support your
local chapter of Pheasants Forever. With
your attendance at the 2011 banquet you
can help improve Stearns County’s
wildlife habitat.

“We Sell Farms & Hunting Land”
Dave Weller—Broker/Agent
Office:(320) 346-2372 or Cell:(320) 760-4193
www.theharrisonco.com

Chris Denn—SCPF President
“Your Habitat and Conservation Connection”
Native Grass Seed - Seeding
Trees - Tree Planting
Prescribed Burning - Management
(320) 762-1197
www.heartlandconservation.com

Your Advertisement here
Chris Denn
SCPF
President

Contact Jason Selvog at
jselvog@pheasantsforever.org
(320) 251-7800 Ext. 3
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We’re on the Web
www.stearnspf.org

Renew Your
Membership
Today!

Member Photos

2010—Brad Cobb and Hugh Price pictured
with the groups harvest

2010—Bill Sherck, John Maile and Aaron
Achtenb shot video for next seasons PF TV
Read the Blog by Anthony Hauck

of one of the many guns we give away at the banquet. Do you
own a business? If we spent $50 at your business would you
match our spending for $100 prize that a PF member may be able
to take home. Does your company have a hunting heritage behind
it or are they active in donating to charity? You could ask the
business owner to be a sponsor and let him or her know they are
"going green". Do you have goods or a skill you could donate as a
gift to Stearns County PF? Some of you may have already
received a letter asking for these types of donations. Anything you
can do helps us get to our goal of more habitat to create memories
and experiences. On Thursday, January 6th at 6:30 p.m. the
Stearns County Pheasants Forever Board of Directors will be
getting together at the Albany bowling alley to stuff envelopes
with banquet invites. If you are available come out to help and
meet people that share your passion for our outdoor way of
life. Your time is a key ingredient to help putting habitat in the
ground. It takes a lot of people power to cover all the activities a
PF chapter is involved with. Please come out and become a
member of our Board of Directors.
If you have questions on how you can help Stearns County
Pheasants Forever by giving a gift of time, money, real-estate, life
insurance or bequests please don't hesitate to call or email me.
Chad Bloom
Legacy Chair
320-292-4771
cbloom99@yahoo.com

Tell a friend about our Newsletter
If you have friends or family that would like to receive our
newsletter have them contact us at
jselvog@pheasantsforever.org

Member Photos

Kate Purves with her 2010 Buck
2010—Dennis Fuchs on a cold snowy
November Day

Bill Buckentine with his 2010 Doe

