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2011 SCPF Annual Banquet is a Success!

General CRP #41 signup
ends
April 15, 2011
Bear Hunt Lottery Deadline
May 6, 2011
Moose Hunt Lottery
Deadline
May 6, 2011
Take-a-Mom Fishing
Weekend (panfish only)
May 7-8, 2011
Walleye, Sauger and Northern Pike Opener
May 14, 2011
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The Stearns County Pheasants
Forever Chapter (SCPF) held
its annual banquet on March
12th at Gorecki Event Center
at the College of St. Benedict
in St. Joseph, MN. Over 330
people attended the event to
help generate funds for
Stearns County conservation
and wildlife habitat projects.
Since 1983, the SCPF Chapter
has raised over $2.9 million
which has been designated to
Pheasants Forever’s mission
of wildlife conservation
through
habitat
improvements, public
awareness, education and land
management policies and
programs. “When it comes to
conservation, there are a lot of
people who want to make a
positive difference in the
restoration and preservation

Long time volunteers:
Jan Fruth and Cindy Paul

of wildlife but just don’t
know how to go about doing
it,” said Brad Cobb, SCPF
Public Relations Director.
Cobb added, “Attending a
Pheasants Forever banquet is
an excellent way to contribute
to a good cause because our
county chapter retains all of
the money (exclusive of
membership fees) raised and
uses these funds for habitat
projects with farmers and

landowners in our immediate
area.”
During the banquet the Stearns
County Soil and Water
Conservation District (SWCD)
recognized Earl and Darlene
Felling as the Outstanding
Conservationists for 2010. The
Fellings own and operate a 260
acre dairy farm located near
Albany. Earl and Darlene have
implemented a variety of
conservation practices on their
farm for the benefit of soil,
water and wildlife conservation.
Stearns County Pheasant
Forever accepted a generous
donation from Kathy and Jim
Welle and the Chris Welle
Memorial Fund. The Welle's
host the Chris Welle Memorial
Pheasant Hunt each year on the
Friday following Thanksgiving

Continued on page 2

Hens are Building Nests
In late April and early May,
while the hen is building her
ovary to the point where she
can lay one egg per day, she
will drop eggs anywhere.

Single eggs can be found in
pastures, small grain fields,
and farm yards. If a hen sees
another hen's egg laying in a

field, she may deposit her egg
next to it. She may return to
the same spot in 3 or 4 days
when she's ready to drop her
next egg. With other hens
visiting the site, more than 30
eggs may be laid over several
weeks. This site is called a
dump nest since no real nest
was ever constructed, and
since the hens laying the eggs
will not incubate them. Dump
nests do not detract from the
ability of those hens to later
build and lay in their own
nests. It is a convenient place
to dump eggs until she is able

to lay one per day, and build a
real nest.
Early to mid May is when hens
start to build their own nests.
The nesting season begins with
courtship as roosters scatter
from winter cover to establish
territories. Hens, attracted by
crowing, locate roosters, and if
they can find good nesting
cover, begin nest building.
Once the nest is built, hens lay
1 egg each day. The average
clutch (number of eggs in a
nest) is 12, but they may lay

Continued on page 2
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2011 Annual Banquet

SCPF is now on
Facebook

and donate proceeds to
local organizations.
Also, SCPF recognized Mel
Roehl as being among the
first class of inductees to
the Minnesota Pheasants
Forever Hall Fame.
Stearns County Pheasants
Forever extends a special

Search for Stearns County
Pheasants Forever on
Facebook and become a fan!

than you to the Gorecki
Event Center and their staff
for their hospitality and hard
work. In addition, SCPF
thanks all the volunteers,
private & business donors
who helped make this year’s
banquet a success.

Hens are Building Nests

Habitat Highlight
Slender Wheat Grass

Slender wheatgrass is a bunchgrass that grows to a height of
1 to 2 ½ feet, usually without
rhizomes, but tillers freely. It
starts growth in mid-spring,
and seeds mature by August to
September. Reproduces from
seeds and
tillers. It
is moderately
drought
resistant,
as well as
resistant
to long
wet periods, under good management. Moderately intense
fires are usually survived by
Slender wheatgrass, and it
recovers rapidly through seed
in high intensity fires.

Check Us Out On the Web
www.stearnspf.org
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up to 18. After all the eggs
are laid (the actual number
will depend on the energy
reserves of the hen and time
of year), the hen will begin
incubating and only leave
the nest 1 or 2 times to feed
each day. Twenty-three (23)
days after incubation
begins, the eggs will hatch.
Some nests are destroyed,

Continued from page 1

Wildlife Artist Scot Storm
displayed some of his work

Continued from page 1

try again. Hatching marks the
beginning of the brood rearing
season.
Average Nest Initiation Date:
May 1 (March 15-July 15)
Average Incubation Start:
May 24 (April 1 - August 1)
Average Hatch: June 15 (April
15-Aug 15)
but pheasants
are
determinant nesters and will

Partnerships Help Improve Wildlife Habitat and Water Quality
Since 2003, the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources (MNDNR) has
partnered with the Board of
Water & Soil Resources
(BWSR) and Pheasants
Forever Inc. to administer a
Farm Bill Assistance grant
program to help implement
the USDA Farm Bill. The
purpose of the grant is to
promote and implement
conservation programs that
result in more grassland
and wetland acres for water
quality and wildlife habitat.
BWSR has awarded several grants to Soil and Water Conservation Districts
(SWCD) to hire staff for
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the promotion and implementation of the USDA
Farm Bill conservation
programs.
“Pheasants Forever applauds the MNDNR and
BWSR for their leadership
to help put sound conservation practices on the
ground within the pheasant
range.” said Matt Holland,
Pheasants Forever, Sr.
Field Coordinator. "USDA
farm programs help shape
the landscape for pheasants, ducks, deer, and other
wildlife found in agricultural areas.
By restoring wetlands and
grasslands and providing

buffer strips, we can improve water quality, reduce
erosion, and increase the
abundance of fish and
wildlife," added Holland.
In 2004, the Stearns
County Soil and Water
Conservation District
(SWCD) initiated CRP
promotion partnerships
with several local groups.
The Stearns SWCD and
Pheasants Forever Inc.
started working with the
Sauk River Watershed District, Clearwater River Watershed District , Stearns
County Chapter of Pheasants Forever, Natural
Continued on Page 3
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Bills at State Legislature and MN’s New Walk-In Program
By Kevin Auslund—Conservation Sportsman News

House File# 332: No-Net-Gain of
Public Lands (Ban on new Wildlife
M a n a g e m e n t
A r e a s )
This active bill in the House of
Minnesota’s Legislature, if passed,
would stop or significantly delay (by
years) all future purchases of new
Wildlife Management Areas for public
hunting. The bill would prevent any
new acres of WMAs from being
purchased unless a sale first took place
of an equal number of acres elsewhere.
Essentially, this would result in a ban on
WMAs since new future purchases
would be almost impossible to
accomplish on this tit-for-tat approach to
conservation.
Originally, eighteen
authors were on the bill but sportsmen
from western Stearns and Le Sueur
Counties were successful in having their
two representatives removed as authors.
Representatives from St. Cloud,
Alexandria, Elbow Lake, Monticello and
Big Lake are still authors on this bill.
The bill’s chief-author is Rep. Steve
Drazkowski
of
Mazeppa.

Member Photos

House File# 1073: Elimination of
Citizens from Lessard-Sams Council
and LCCMR (Lottery) Council
This bill would disband the Lessard-Sams
Outdoor Heritage Council and the
Legislative-Citizen Commission on
Minnesota Resources (LCCMR). Instead,
a super-council of legislators only has been
proposed
that
would
make
recommendations for all projects and
money allocations from the Legacy
Amendment and Lottery Funds. The bill’s
main emphasis is that legislators can do a
better job in looking out for Minnesota’s
best interests instead of including citizens
which entails some minor reimbursement
for their out-of-pocket expenses to council
meetings. At this time, five authors are on
this bill. The chief-author of this bill is
Rep. Rick Hansen of South Saint Paul.
No Bill # Yet: Hunting and Fishing
License Increase - This bill originated
from recommendations of the Citizen’s
Budget Oversight Committee in response
to a forecasted negative cash-flow
Continued on Page 4

2010—Jason Selvog ‘s Muzzle Loader Doe

2010—Ralph Feld’s Lab and Pheasants
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Partnerships Help Improve Wildlife Habitat and Water Quality
Continued from Page 2

Resources Conservation Service and
Farm Service Agency to help promote
and implement the USDA Conservation
Reserve Program (CRP).
“These partnerships allow us to identify
high priority areas of the county”, said
Jason Selvog – Farm Bill Biologist for
Pheasants Forever Inc. “Working with
these local groups is a great benefit
because they have knowledge of where
these programs are needed within their
areas, and in many cases, have names of
landowners that have expressed
interest”, said Selvog.
The Stearns SWCD partnerships have
helped enroll over 20,000 acres of land
into the CRP.
Dennis Fuchs,
administrator of the Stearns County
SWCD, can attribute their success to the
SWCD’s ability to employ a Farm Bill
Biologist to help market USDA Farm
Bill programs. "This opportunity gives
THE
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us the ability to reach more people and
implement more conservation," said
Fuchs.
Approximately 22 Soil and Water
Conservation Districts are involved in the
state's Farm Bill Assistance program and
they are seeing an increased enrollment in
conservation practices such as filter strips,
riparian buffers, wetland restorations and
living snow fences. These conservation
practices help improve water quality and
wildlife habitat. To date the Farm Bill
Assistance program has helped enroll
over 340,000 acres into conservation
programs throughout Minnesota.
The Farm Bill Assistance program is
funded by the Environment and Natural
Resources Trust Fund, MN Department of
Natural Resources, Board of Soil and
Water Resources, Pheasants Forever and
Soil and Water Conservation Districts.

“We Sell Farms & Hunting Land”
Dave Weller—Broker/Agent
Office:(320) 346-2372 or Cell:(320) 760-4193
www.theharrisonco.com

“Your Habitat and Conservation Connection”
Native Grass Seed - Seeding
Trees - Tree Planting
Prescribed Burning - Management
(320) 762-1197
www.heartlandconservation.com

Your Advertisement here
Contact Jason Selvog at
jselvog@pheasantsforever.org
(320) 251-7800 Ext. 3
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2010—John Maile, Pheasant Hunt

beginning in 2014 of the DNR’s Game and Fish Fund. The last
fishing and hunting license fee increase was back in 2001. Costs in
general have risen in the last decade due to inflation and is
compounded by a continuing decline in DNR funding from the
General Fund (from 9% in 2000 to 2.4% in 2011). Without an
increase in license money, services the DNR provides will be
reduced, including law enforcement, fisheries and wildlife field
staff, vehicles and equipment. The Legacy Amendment passed in
2008 does not pay for DNR staff and operating expenses. Hunting
and fishing license money has always been where the majority of
the funding has been generated for day-to-day operations of the
DNR. To keep a satisfactory level of services, a 15% overall
average increased cost in licenses is being requested by the DNR.
Walk-In Access Program - Minnesota’s first Walk-In Access
Program begins September 1, 2011 and will cover twenty-one
counties in far southwestern Minnesota. The Pilot Walk-In
Program will be in effect for years 2011, 2012, 2013 and through
May’s turkey season of 2014. This will be funded from a $2.7
million grant awarded out of the 2008 Federal Farm Bill’s “Open
Fields” program. This is a voluntary sign-up program with
landowners that will receive compensation by the DNR in return
for public access to hunting during the small game, big-game and
turkey hunting seasons. Priority lands for enrollment will already
be in CRP or in conservation easement programs such as RIM,
CREP or WRP. At this time, a Walk-In Stamp is not planned by
the DNR and as a result the Nebraska-model of habitat
improvement on walk-in CRP lands will not take place.
Locations of walk-in lands will be published in atlas booklets and
also available via the DNR website. Boundaries of all Walk-In
Areas will have special signage. Landowner sign-ups will occur in
June and July.
www.conservationsportsman.org has a link to the State of
Minnesota Legislature for contacting legislators on issues of
importance. Representatives enjoy hearing from the ”folks back
home” on how they are doing and about concerns from those that
elected them to office.
-Leave a LegacyIf you're reading this you are already a valued member of
Pheasants Forever. However, have you ever considered how you
could help the mission even more? If you are looking for
creative, proven methods such as planned giving from retirement
accounts, life insurance policies or trusts that can all be for the
benefit of Pheasants Forever, please give us a call and PF can
help you with solutions.
Chad Bloom, Legacy Director
320-292-4771

Tell a friend about our Newsletter
2010—Chad Bloom, first harvest with .223

If you have friends or family that would like to receive our
newsletter have them contact us at
jselvog@pheasantsforever.org

