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MN Pheasant Opener
October 15, 2011
Special Youth Deer Hunt
October 20, 2011
Special Mentored Youth/
Women Upland Bird Hunt
October 22, 2011
MN Deer Opener
November 5, 2011
MN Muzzleloader Opener
November 26, 2011
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A severe winter followed
by a wet spring contributed
to a significant decline in
Minnesota’s pheasant
counts. According to the
Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources (DNR),
the pheasant population
index declined 64 percent
from 2010 and is 71
percent below the 10-year
average.
C o n tr i b u t i n g f a c t o r s
include:
 A second consecutive
severe winter, resulting
in hen counts 72
percent below the 10year average.
 Cold, wet weather
during the April
through June nesting
period, resulting in

brood counts 75
percent below the 10year average.
 Loss of nearly 120,000
acres of grass habitat
enrolled in farm
programs such as the
Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP) since
2007.
Severe winters combined
with cold, wet springs are

doubly hard on pheasant
populations. That’s because
fewer hens survive the
winter and those that do are
less successful in producing
broods.
Ph ea san t hun ter s are
expected to harvest about
250,000 roosters this fall, the
lowest harvest since 1997.
This compares to harvests
that have exceeded 500,000
roosters five of the past eight
years. The 500,000 bird
harvests correspond with a
string of mild winters and
high CRP enrollment.
“We expect hunters to
harvest a similar number of
birds in 2011 as they did in
2001, which was another
year with a severe winter
followed by a cold, wet

Continued on page 2

SCPF Member Appreciation Hog Roast
It was a beautiful September
afternoon in central Minnesota
when Stearns County

Pheasants Forever members
gathered at the Albany
Sportsman's Club for a
Member Appreciation Hog
Roast.

The hog roast was initiated to
show appreciation to SCPF
members for their continued
dedication and support of local
wildlife and conservation.

Under a sunny sky and 80
degree temperatures, attendees
feasted on BBQ pork, potato
salad, chips and coleslaw and
enjoyed some friendly
competition of trap shooting
with other SCPF members.

SCPF would like to thank
Chris, Cheryl and Jeremiah
Denn for roasting the hog!
Great Job!
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SCPF is now on
Facebook

spring,” said Kurt
Haroldson, a wildlife
biologist for the DNR’s
Farmland Wildlife
Population and Research
Group in Madelia.
Haroldson noted survey
results indicated an
unusually low ratio of
hens to roosters.
This suggests hen
mortality was high or
hens were nesting or
caring for young broods
during the survey. If the
late nesting effort was
greater than normal, the

Search for Stearns County
Pheasants Forever on
Facebook and become a fan!

3nd Annual Longest
Tail Feather Contest
Don’t miss the fun—
When: Saturday
December 3, 2011
Where: Padua Pub
Cost: $40/two person team

The pheasant population
estimate is part of the
DNR’s annual roadside
wildlife survey. The
survey summarizes
roadside counts of
pheasants,
gray
(Hungarian) partridge,
cottontail rabbits, whitetailed jackrabbits and
other wildlife observed in
the early morning hours
during the first half of
August throughout the
farmland region of

Continued on page 4

Ask Permission
Before Hunting On CRP, CREP and RIM

Habitat Highlight

Anise Hyssop
Anise Hyssop often grows
in clumps and is a favored
plant of bees. The leaves
smell like anise when
crushed. A similar plant is
Purple Giant Hyssop, which
is distinguished by the

green calyx holding each
flower and green underside
of its leaves. Purple Giant
Hyssop is also generally a
taller plant.

Check Us Out On the Web
www.stearnspf.org

THE

2011 pheasant population
and the fall harvest may
be higher than forecast.
Pheasant populations can
rebound quickly given
good habitat, mild winter
weather and favorable
spring nesting conditions.
Minnesota is not the only
state to see pheasant
index declines. Wildlife
officials in South Dakota
reported a 46 percent
population index decline.
North Dakota’s spring
population survey
showed a decline, too.

Continued from page 1

Fall is upon us bringing
with it cooler days and
longer nights.
We are
starting to see the harvest
machines dot the landscape
and hunters stalking
game through the fields
and woodlands.
It is important for hunters
to
review
state
regulations and property
laws. All hunters need to
be knowledgeable of the
laws governing the land
they intend to hunt,
specifically land enrolled
in the Conservation
Reserve Program (CRP),
Conservation Reserve
Enhancement Program
(CREP), or the Reinvest In
Minnesota program (RIM).
Landowners enrolled in
these programs retain the
right to control all access to
their property.
If they
choose, the land can be
posted and all hunting
prohibited. If a landowner
requests that you leave the
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property, you must do so or
you are in violation of
trespass laws.
Always

ask

permission

before entering private land.
You need permission to
hunt on CRP, CREP and
RIM land even if it is not
posted. Trespassing is a
misdemeanor, and if
convicted you could lose
your license to hunt and be
subjected to additional fines
and punishments.
All
conservation and peace
officers enforce trespass
laws.
Remember, your
actions reflect on all

hunters. You can view the
Minnesota DNR Trespass Law
by going to following website:
Hunting and trapping
regulations: Minnesota DNR
There are over 1.7 million
acres of CRP, CREP and RIM
in Minnesota. These acres
have been established to
grasses and trees to protect the
soil, improve water quality,
and provide cover for wildlife.
The habitat created through
grass and tree plantings
provides food and cover for
wildlife to survive and
flourish. However, hunting of
the game present is a secondary
benefit for those who choose to
hunt or allow hunting on their
conservation acres.
Walk in Access Program adds
hunting opportunity
Lands enrolled in the new
Minnesota Walk In Access
(WIA) Program, and posted, are
open to public hunting from
September 1 to May 31. Some
Continued on page 3
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Ask Permission Before Hunting On CRP, CREP and RIM
Continued from page 2

enrolled lands may not be posted by
September 1, but will be open by
September 17.

for Public Hunting. Minnesota’s 77
Pheasants Forever Chapters have spent
over $27 million on 369 land acquisitions
totaling over 30,000 acres that were then

WIA lands will be already enrolled in a
conservation program such as the
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) or
Reinvest In Minnesota (RIM). DNR
crews are in the field, posting signs. No
hunting is allowed in any WIA until it
is posted.

2011—Nate and Ben Hylla with Ben’s
largest walleye to date - 23”

Walk-In Access sites are only open to
hunting. Other activities such as
trapping, target shooting, camping,
horseback riding, fishing, dog training,
etc. are prohibited. The ongoing success
of this program depends on ensuring
landowners’ continued interest.

donated to State or Federal Governments
public use.

For hunters that don’t have access to
private property, Minnesota also has the
luxury of over 1.7 million acres of
additional public hunting land. These
lands are mostly Wildlife Management
Areas (WMA) and Waterfowl
Production Areas (WPA) and are posted

Lastly, support the conservation efforts of
our neighbors and the many private and
public organizations that expend an
enormous amount of time and money to
improve and protect wildlife and their
habitat. Encourage a friend or family
member to join Pheasants Forever.

Photo by MNDNR

3rd Annual Longest Tail Feather Contest
When: December 3, 2011 - Contest will
be from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Registration: Padua Pub at 8:00 a.m. If
you plan to participate, please
pre-register with Ralph Feld (320-2484499) so we can better plan for the meal.
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2011—Mandy Uhrich, found this 27”
Walleye floating in the Whitefish Chain.
It apparently died when it attempted and
failed to eat a large sunfish

After registration closes, chili will be
provided by the Padua Pub. Please stay
and see who wins and celebrate.

Entry Fee: $40 per two person team
Rules:
 Bird must be harvested on the day
of the contest
 Whole bird must be brought to the
registration station (Padua
 Pub)
 Registration Official will pull
feather and register length
 Birds must be registered between 4
p.m. and 6 p.m. to qualify

Member Photos

Prizes will be
awarded for
individual and
team longest tail
feather.

Please contact
Joe Klein with
any questions
320-980-0954

Come and support your local
chapter of Pheasants Forever

Advertisements

“We Sell Farms & Hunting Land”
Dave Weller—Broker/Agent
Office:(320) 346-2372 or Cell:(320) 760-4193
www.theharrisonco.com

“Your Habitat and Conservation Connection”
Native Grass Seed - Seeding
Trees - Tree Planting
Prescribed Burning - Management
(320) 762-1197
www.heartlandconservation.com
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2011 Youth Event
On September 8th, the Stearns County Chapter of
Pheasants Forever hosted a free Youth Event at the
Albany Sportsman's Club. This opportunity was created
to provide an understanding and appreciation for
shooting sports, hunting, conservation, and the outdoors.
“Our youth need to
be more involved in
outdoor recreation,”
said Ken Fruth, board
member of the
Stearns
County
Pheasants Forever
chapter
and
coordinator for this
event. “We saw this
Ken Fruth - Instructing
as an opportunity to students on the finer points of trap
shooting
introduce youth to
shooting sports and
shooting sports education.”
The evenings activities included: gun safety, trap
shooting, Skeet, 5 Stand and archery.
Certified
instructors were on hand to assist and instruct the 45
youth that participated. “We are thrilled to be partnering
with Scheels and the Albany Sportsman's Club,”
explained Fruth. “Pheasants Forever is honored to work
with folks that have a tradition of guiding our youth in
outdoor recreation and hunting ethics.”

Continued from page 2

Minnesota.
The highest pheasant counts were in the east central region,
where observers reported 51 birds per 100 miles of survey
driven. Hunters will find fair harvest opportunities in pockets of
south-central and southwest Minnesota, but harvest
opportunities in most of Minnesota’s pheasant range are rated
poor to very poor.
This year’s statewide pheasant index was 23 birds per 100
miles driven, the lowest index since 1986. The pheasant index
in southwest Minnesota, typically the state’s best pheasant
range, fell 82 percent from last year to 19 birds per 100 miles
driven.
Haroldson said the most important habitat for pheasants is
grassland that remains undisturbed during the nesting season.
Protected grasslands account for about 6 percent of the state’s
pheasant range. Farmland retirement programs such as CRP,
Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program, Reinvest in
Minnesota and Wetlands Reserve Program make up the largest
portion of protected grasslands in the state.
High land rental rates and competing uses for farmland
diminish the economic attractiveness of farmland conservation
programs. During the next three years, contracts for 550,000
acres of CRP lands are scheduled to expire. If not re-enrolled,
this would reduce CRP acres in Minnesota by 36 percent.

Season Dates: October 15 through January 2, 2012
Daily Bag Limit: 2; changes to 3 on December 1 through
end of season
Possession Limit: 6; changes to 9 on December 1 through
end of season.
Read the full DNR Roadside Survey

SAVE THE DATE - 2012 BANQUET
Where: Freeport Community Center
When: March 10, 2012
Time: 5:30 pm—10:00 pm
The Stearns County Pheasant Forever Chapter knows how
important their annual banquet is to accomplishing their goal
for increased pheasant habitat. The 2012 banquet will be on
Saturday, March 10 at the Freeport Community Center in
Freeport, MN. Since 1983, the Stearns County Chapter has
raised over $2.9 Million for conservation and wildlife habitat
projects. Chris Denn, Stearns County Pheasants Forever
Banquet Chair, is excited about having the banquet at the
Freeport Community Center. Chris states, “The Freeport
Community Center provides a great meal with plenty of space,
and has easy access right off of Interstate 94”. The doors will
open at 5:30 p.m. for the traditional “Crowing Hour”, with
dinner and prizes starting at 7:30 p.m.

