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Stearns County PF named Chapter of the Year
The Stearns County
Pheasants Forever Chapter
(SCPF), a club with more
than 900 members is
celebrating! It has been
named Minnesota Pheasants
Forever Chapter of the Year.
In addition, two SCPF
committee members have
received an award: Charlie
Opitz received the Dedication
Award and Ralph Feld was
inducted into PF's Long Spur
Society.
The chapter was also
recognized for spending more
than $3 million on habitat and
conservation expenditures
since it’s inception in 1983.
Stearns County is only the
third chapter in the nation to
earn this honor. Since their
beginning, SCPF and partners
have purchased 33 land

parcels accounting for almost
4,200 acres that is protected
and open to public hunting
and outdoor recreation.
Their successful
efforts are the result of
volunteers and conservation
partners. "Without their
support, none of this would be
possible," said Stearns County
PF president Steve Sellnow.
The chapter, in a partnership
with Xcel Energy, takes youth
to a game farm where they
release pheasants, teach
hunting safety and ethics, and
dog obedience.
The chapter works
with the Albany Sportsmen's
Club for a youth sporting clay
fun shoot. "We've had a
number of kids who've come
back from one year to the
next to take part in the event,

"Steve said. "You get to work
with those kids and they
become like a part of your
family. " Those events are
important, said Brad Cobb,
SCPF public relations director.
"People are leaving our small
towns and moving into urban
settings," he said. "Even St.
Cloud is becoming an urban
setting. That's why to bring
these kids to an event like the
game farm or the clay shoot is a
way for them to experience the
outdoors. "
The chapter works
closely with farmers and
agencies. "Their goals are in
line with ours," said Stearns
County SWCD administrator
Dennis Fuchs. The SWCD
looks at impaired waters and
natural vegetative areas.
Continued page 4

USDA Announces 45th General Sign-Up for the Conservation Reserve Program
On Saturday February
16th, 2013 Agriculture Secretary
Tom Vilsack announced at the
National Pheasant Fest and Quail
Classic that the U.S. Department
of Agriculture (USDA) will
conduct a four-week general signup for the Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP), beginning May
20 and ending on June 14.
CRP has a 27-year
legacy of protecting the nation's
natural resources through
voluntary participation, while
providing significant economic
and environmental benefits to
rural communities across the

United States. Under Secretary
Vilsack's leadership, USDA has
enrolled 11.7 million acres in
various CRP efforts.
Additional sign-ups for
continuous CRP programs-such as
Highly Erodible Land Initiative
and Initiative to Restore
Grasslands, Wetlands and
Wildlife-will be announced in
spring 2013.
CRP continues to make
major contributions to national
efforts to improve water and air
quality, and to prevent soil
erosion by protecting the most
sensitive areas including those

prone to flash flooding and runoff.
CRP has also helped increase
populations of pheasants, quail,
ducks, and rare species, like the
sage grouse, the lesser prairie
chicken, and other grassland birds.
Contact the Stearns
County Farm Services Agency to
set up your appointment today,
320-251-7800 x2
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2013 Banquet

The annual SCPF Banquet was
held on March 2, 2013 at the
Freeport Community Center in
Freeport, MN. Recognized for 20
years of service as Directors
Charlie Opitz (left), Ken Fruth
(center), and Mark Volkmuth
(right).
Three members of the SCPF
chapter were recognized at the
State PF meeting for their
outstanding contributions to
Stearns County: Charlie Opitz
(Dedication Award), Ralph Feld
(Long Tail Award, Ken Fruth
pictured), and Dave Stadther
(Long Spur Award).

Habitat Highlight

The American Pasque Flower
Anemone patens
A small to medium-sized perennial wildflower, 3 to 18 inches in
height found throughout much of
Minnesota. A single flower may
be 1 to 2 inches across with a
hairy stalk, with blue-violet to
white petal like sepals and numerous yellow stamens. Pasque
flowers can be found in a variety
of habitat types including: open
woodlands, prairies, and dry
sandy soils. These flowers are
one of the first to bloom in the
spring (March-May), many times
when there is still snow on the
ground.

Check Us Out On the Web
Www.stearnspf.org
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Citizens of Minnesota voted in November 2008 for
a 3/8th of 1% sales tax increase
what is commonly called the
“Clean Water, Land, and Legacy” amendment. This amendment to the states constitution
is split into four (4) different
funds; Clean Water Fund, Outdoor Heritage Fund, Parks and
Trails Fund, and the Arts and
Culture Fund.
Of these four funds
only the Outdoor Heritage
Fund (OHF) has a governing or
oversight council called the
Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council (LSOHC). This
council is made up citizens and
state legislators – for more
specific information about the
LSOHC go to:
www.lsohc.leg.mn
The LSOHC primary charge is

to oversee the OHF, set priorities for funding, and review
requests for funding from applicants seeking funding
through a process called
“Request for Proposals”. The
LSOHC is strongly endorsed
by wildlife and conservation
groups including Pheasants
Forever.
Minnesota Pheasants
Forever has received significant appropriations in each of
the first 5 years to the tune of
tens of millions of dollars.
These grant dollars have been
used primarily for land acquisition of public lands like Wildlife Management Areas
(WMA) and Waterfowl Production Areas (WPA) and habitat restoration projects across
the state of Minnesota. Pheasants Forever has (in my opin-

ion) set the standard for implementing and managing these
state grants.
But managing these
grants comes at a cost and Pheasants Forever is now asking Minnesota chapters to help carry
some of this financial burden.
They are asking Minnesota chapters to help raise or contribute
about $250,000 annually so we
can continue to deliver these
state grants going into the future.
As members and chapter leaders
we need to find ways to support
Minnesota Pheasants Forever so
we can continue to be the leader
in the delivery and implementation of the Clean Water, Land,
and Legacy amendment.
Submitted by: Brad Cobb

9.7 Million Acres of CRP Land Lost in the Past Five Years.
The Conservation Reserve
Program exists to provide
land owners with some
financial incentive to idle
their land, which in turn
benefits the environment
while providing commodity
price support by reducing
surplus production. But
now, ethanol policy makes
that curb of surplus
production unnecessary.
The original CRP
legislation, the Food
Security Act of 1985, set a
goal of enrolling over 40

million acres into the
program by 1990 but that
has never been reached and
is now falling sharply. The
laws regulating the program
have been tweaked many
times since begun in 1985,
being tugged and pulled by
various special interests.
Prior to the CRP, we had
“set aside acres” in the
1970′s and “soil bank” acres
in the 1960′s.
The amount of
land enrolled in the
Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP), at 27.1

million acres, is down by 26
percent, or 9.7 million acres in
the past five years, to a 25 year
low. During this same time
period, corn acreage has
increased by 13 million acres.
Farmers are once again planting
crops on marginal lands
“fencerow to fencerow” to cash
in on today’s high commodity
prices. CRP payments haven’t
risen to compete with crop
returns, and the program itself is
being whittled away by
Congress.
If you visit one of the
USDA’s websites promoting the
benefits of the Conservation
Reserve Program, you will see a
long list including the following:
Reduces soil erosion by an
estimated 450 million tons per
year. Protects surface waters
from sediment and nutrient
enrichment with enrollment of
1.8 million acres of streamside
grass and forested buffers. In
prime pheasant habitat, a 4
percent increase in CRP
grassland acres was associated
with a 22 percent increase in
pheasant counts. CRP
sequesters 50 million metric
tons of carbon dioxide annually
in soils and vegetation on
enrolled lands.
continued on page 3
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9.7 Million Acres of CRP Land Lost in the Past Five Years.
Includes 8.3 million acres enrolled in the
Prairie Pothole region providing habitat .
important for migratory waterfowl,
grassland dependent species.
Today, the economic incentive to
grow corn, even on marginal lands, far
exceeds the average amount of $57 paid
per acre by the CRP program. Keep in
mind that most of the acres enrolled in
CRP have always been the marginal lands,
those which are less productive, and are
more vulnerable to erosion. In addition,
budgetary pressures in writing a new farm
bill make this program an easy target. At
this year’s current enrollment, the CRP
costs the taxpayer around $1.6 billion,
down from 2 billion a few years ago.
2.5 Million Acres of
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) land
was lost in just one year in the contracts
held in 2011 versus 2012. Much of the area
exiting in the program this past year was in
the Plains states to grow more corn on
marginal land.
CRP support in Congress is
fading. In the 2008 Farm Bill, it took a hit
of 7 million fewer acres, and in the 2012
Farm Bill the plan is to cut another 7

Member Jason Selvog enjoying a nice
spring turkey hunt April 22, 2013.

million
acres
and
to cap the program at a
BBBS
Hunt
Photos
total of 25 million acres by 2017. That’s a far
cry from the original 40 million acres
planned in the 1985 legislation. A total of $6
billion in conservation cuts is expected in the
next farm bill.
In the congressional fiasco that
occurred at 2012′s year-end, the old farm bill
was extended through September 2013, when
a new bill covering the next five years should
have been passed and would now be in place.
Americans need to contact their policymakers to let them know what is important to
them. The Conservation Reserve Program
and agricultural conservation support is in
trouble and needs our help.
By Kay McDonald

Picking A Pup
“How do

I pick the right puppy?” This
is one of the most common questions I
get asked. The first thing I always say is
“picking the right litter is much more
important than picking the right puppy
from a
litter”.
Your
odds of
getting an
outstanding gundog go up
immensely, if you get a pup from proven
parents. What is “proven”? Well it can
be as simple as an excellent dog you
have hunted over, but the most common
and widely excepted way to prove a
dog’s worth is through hunting test and
field trial titles.
THE
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Submitted by Craig Klein

The second thing which is
equally important to look for when researching a litter is health clearances on
both the parents. Using the Labrador
breed for example; the clearances you
should look for include hips, eyes, and
exercise induced collapse as a minimum.
Clearances on elbows, CNM and PRA
are also considered a must by many.
Check with your breed club to see which
health clearances are recommended for
your breed of choice.
When purchasing a puppy, remember that the purchase price is minimal compared to the long term cost of
owning a dog. In many cases paying a
little more up front for a well bred pup
will save you money in the long run.
continued on page 4

Nathan Hylla (left), Joe Scegura (middle), and
Jeremy Scegura (right) with an impressive
catch of bluegills and crappie from the Ottertail
County Lake in January 2013.
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Picking A Pup
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Typically, well bred pups will have lower training cost,
fewer health issues, and be a better performer in the field. It
should be noted that just because a puppy carries a hefty
price tag does not mean it is well bred. Sadly there are
many puppy mill type breeders that are very good at
marketing, they prey on the uninformed and sell poorly bred
pups for a premium price.
It is always a good idea to do some research when
making a major purchase, buying a puppy is no different.
Here are a few tips to help find the right litter. Research,
research, research, and don’t be in a hurry to get a pup.
Learn how to read a pedigree. Know what health clearances
are recommended by your breed club. Contact your local
retriever club or training professional, they will typically
know of a good upcoming litter.
If you have any questions on this subject feel free
to email me at craig@fischerskennels.com
www.fischerskennels.com

Both rural areas and
urban developments
are included in the
plan. Through SCPF's
activities, people
become aware of the
issues. "Just getting
the people aware of
what the outdoors is
and the importance of
the habitat aligns nice
with our concerns in
the water management
plan," he said.
In the early
2000s, the SCPF
worked with the
SWCD to develop a Farm Bill Biologist Program. Cobb
credits Fuchs' leadership in establishing the program.
Through the program, the biologist informs farmers about
conservation programs that fit for their operations. Since
its inception in Stearns County, 37 states now have farm
bill biologists. There are around 105 biologists in all.

New Stearns County Farm Bill Biologist
Hi my name is Adam Rodenberg and I started working for Pheasants Forever in March 2013. I am stationed in Stearns County, at the USDA Service Center
in Waite Park, MN. I grew
up in the small town of
Garnavillo, Iowa which is
located just 5 miles west
from Pool 10 on the Mississippi River in Northeast
Iowa. I attended the University of Northern Iowa
where I received my BA in
Ecology and Systematics in
2010 and my Master’s in Ecosystem Management in
2011. Prior to working with PF, I worked for the Utah
DNR as a Wildlife Technician and the Iowa DNR as a
Wildlife Habitat Specialist. In my spare time, I love to
spend time outdoors hunting and fishing, boating, exercising, playing basketball and golfing. I am really
looking forward to working with Pheasants Forever
and the great people that make up the organization.

