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PHEASANTS FOREVER
DATES TO REMEMBER

Smallmouth Bass (Catch and
Release Only; Statewide)
September 8, 2014-February 22,
2015
Pheasant Hunting Season
October 11, 2014-January 4, 2015
Deer Hunt: Firearm season-1A
November 8-23, 2014
Deer Hunt: Firearm season-2A &
3A
November 8-16, 2014
2014 Stearns PF Banquet
March 7, 2015

Fall Pheasant Forecast
While some may think the
formula for producing pheasants
is confusing or downright
mysterious, science tells us
weather and habitat are the two
critical variables determining our
pheasant population. Evidenced
by our 2014 Pheasant Hunting
Forecast, positive weather
patterns during the winter and
spring seasons have assisted in
population increases for most
states. For bird hunters who

enjoy walking tracts of
pheasant habitat, the fall
hunting season of 2014 should
provide a high level of
anticipation compared to
recent years.

INSIDE
THIS ISSUE:

Forecast: The Minnesota DNR’s
August roadside survey showed
a six percent increase in the
pheasant index from 2013.
Minnesota’s pheasant increase
occurred in spite of a severe
winter, a slow start to spring and
heavy June rains coming near the
traditional peak of the pheasant
hatch. Pheasant hunters are
expected to harvest about
224,000 roosters this fall, which
is less than half the number of
pheasants taken during the 20052008 seasons when hunting was
exceptionally good. Despite this
year’s short-term increase,
habitat loss continues to be the
primary factor in the long-term
decline of the state’s pheasant
population. According to the
DNR, the 2014 pheasant index is

58 percent below the 10-year
average and 71 percent below the
long-term average. Weather and
habitat are the two main factors
driving pheasant populations.
Weather leads to annual
fluctuations in roadside indices,
while available grassland habitat
for
nesting
and
broodrearing
drives
the
longerterm
trends.
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Preseason Preparation
Opening day is right around
the corner, you’re ready, but
what about your canine
companion? All too often the
most important element to a
successful hunt is completely
over looked, that being Mr.
Feather finder. Way too many
people just expect their dog to
pick up where they left off last
fall, sadly that’s rarely the case.
In this article I will outline a
few things to help you and your
dog hit the field opening day in
midseason form.

The number one issue I see is
conditioning. How would you
like it if your boss walked into
your office on Monday and said
“Today I’m going to have you
go run a 5K.” I’m not sure
about you, but I’d be in trouble.
It’s not much different than
what I see dog owners asking of
their dogs on opening day.
Dogs need a lot of exercise
before the season, a little walk a
couple times a week won’t cut
it. Dogs need to get their heart
rate up for extended periods of
time. Retrieving, swimming,
long runs and a couple quick
hunts at your local preserve is
just what the doctor ordered.
It never ceases to amaze me
how many dogs in the field
don’t even know basic
obedience or are very sloppy
with it. Even my old hat dogs

get a little OB refresher every
once in a while, if you don’t do it
they will get sloppy and won’t
respond in quick reliable fashion.
Basic sit, stay and heel drills
enforced with a leash or e-collar
will get you and your dog on the
same page. That brings up
another important point; opening
day should not be the first day you
strap on an e-collar.

Be sure your young dog has been
through a proper e-collar
conditioning program.
Continued on Page 2
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Habitat Highlight

Bottle Gentian
Gentiana andrewsii

Bottle Gentian is not your
average native Minnesota
wildflower. This
unmistakable perennial forb
is 12 to 28 inches tall and
found across Minnesota.
While most of Minnesota’s
wildflowers bloom either
during the spring or
summer months when the
weather is warmest, Bottle
Gentian flowers in late
summer to early fall and
often times after the first
frost.
Bottle Gentian grows almost
entirely in wet areas such as:
wet meadows, wet prairies,
and wet woods. Its
appearance is that of a flower
that has yet to bloom, it has a
very tubular like look to the
flower.

Next time you’re in the
outdoors either clearing
shooting lanes, or scouting
for potential spots to harvest
some game animal this fall,
be on the lookout for this
beautiful native
wildflower.

Check Us Out On the Web
Www.stearnspf.org
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Not doing so could lead to a
very disappointing hunt or
even worse, cause permanent
damage to your young gun
dog.
The last topic more so pertains
to young dogs in their first or
second season. Proper
introduction to gunfire and
live birds in critically
important to a young dog’s
development. Your dog
should be very familiar with
both well before opening day.
I have seen a number of dogs
in their second season
suddenly become gun-shy,
hard to say why, could be a
number of reasons but it
doesn't hurt to do a little
gunfire training prior to
opening day. Introduce them
in a controlled situation and do
so slowly, much has been

Continued from page 1

written on this topic.
up your dog and your shooting
A well trained, in shape dog
eye for opening day!
will put more birds in your bag
By: Craig Klein
than any other piece of
Fischer’s Kennels & Hunt Club LLC
equipment.
Albany, MN
www.fischerskennels.com

Don’t overlook getting them in
shape and doing a little tune
up training before opening
day. We all know there is
nothing like hunting wild
3 year old “Zeus” (above)
birds, but hitting a local
completing a retrieve this fall on
preserve is a great way to tune an early season goose hunt.
Photo by: Sara Adams

SCPF Teams Take 1st and 2nd at Sporting Clays Fundraiser
Stearns County helped set the
Farm Friends Barns (FFB)
project in motion. FFB which
will be located in Sherburne
County, will be an agricultural
education exhibit for kids.
Children become farm hands
at this hands-on exhibit as they
experience the agricultural
process beginning at the farm
and ending at the market. The
fundraiser netted $10,500 and
is on its way to reaching their
goal to build the required
buildings.
In the sporting clays
competition, first place went
to SCPF No. 1 (Jason Selvog,
Dennis Fuchs, Joe Opitz, and
Ralph Feld) posting a score of
166, with SCPF No. 2 (Chris
Denn, Charlie Opitz, Mark
Volkmuth, and Mike
Windschitl) in second place
with a score of 147.
In the individual scoring, Joe
Opitz finished first with a 47,
followed by Mike Windschitl
with 45.
By: David Hannula

SCPF member Mark Volkmuth
takes aim at a clay.

Photo by: Sangeetha Gummadi
Mark Volkmuth is pictured with
the second place plaque and his
new IPad he won on a raffle
during the banquet.
Photo by: Sangeetha Gummadi
SCPF members Dennis Fuchs (left), Jason Selvog (middle), and
Ralph Feld (right) look on as Joe Opitz takes his turn.

Photo by:
Sangeetha
Gummadi
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Fall Pheasant Forecast cont...
“The 2014 pheasant roadside counts do
show improvement over last year’s numbers
but we believe there were more birds in the
field last year than what we counted
because of the late hatch,” said Nicole
Davros, the DNR research scientist who
oversees the August roadside survey. “This
year’s results suggest the survey did not
undercount birds so hunting conditions
should be comparable to last fall.”
“Minnesota pheasant hunters should be
extremely thankful to have the base of
permanently protected Wildlife
Management and Waterfowl Production
Areas we have in this state,” reported Eran
Sandquist, Pheasants Forever’s state
coordinator for Minnesota. “Add 15,380
acres of habitat improved through the

Outdoor Heritage Fund and these permanently
protected acres are the foundation upon which
we can build up our pheasant numbers.”
South Dakota Forecast: The South Dakota
Game, Fish and Parks (GFP) annual pheasant
brood survey shows a 76 percent increase in
the statewide pheasants-per-mile index from
2013.“Survey results show pheasant numbers
rebounded the strongest in central South
Dakota; especially in the Pierre, Chamberlain,
Mobridge and Winner areas.
North Dakota Forecast: North Dakota’s
roadside pheasant survey conducted in late
JulyBBBS
and August
indicates total birds and
Hunt Photos
number of broods are up 30% statewide
from 2013. Follow this link for a complete
state by state outlook.
www.pheasantsforever.org

Message from the President
September 9, 2014
Cooler weather and cold nights are with us
again and fall is almost here. Meteorologists
are predicting an early, long and snowy winter. The time is here to begin the fall harvest
for the winter months. This a special time of
the year for many of us; especially hunters
and sportsman as we go A-field. Have a safe
and successful hunting season to all members.
Some predictions are for fewer birds this
season due to the cold, wet spring climate.
Late hatches seem to have produced some
“small” birds. Most of us enjoy this time of
the year.
The Chapters Sponsor Day will be September
21st this year starting at Fischer Kennels with
a 2 bird hunt and concluding with the evening banquet at the VFW in Saint Cloud. A
special thanks to all our Sponsors for your
continued support. See you all March 7,
2015 at our annual Banquet in Freeport again
next year.
The Chapter has been busy with many youth
activities this spring and summer. The “Take
a Day Off” event held at the Mississippi River County Park was a huge success. Over
500 attended the event. Youth were especially interested in the new Pheasants Forever
“Shooting Trailer” the Chapter now has
available for such events.

ROOSTER

REVIEW

Member Photos

SCPF member Joe Orr
(and friends) after a successful
waterfowl hunt in North Dakota
last Fall.

Thanks to Ken Fruth, Chapter Youth Director
for hosting the trailer at the “Day Off” event.
The new Pheasants Forever shooting trailer is
available for chapter events when needed.
To access the trailer contact Director Joe
Opitz @ 320.363.7968 or myself at
320.266.1004.
Our Pheasants Forever Regional Director
contact, Eran Sandquist, has accepted another
position with the National Office (NO); congratulations to Eran and thanks for all your
assistance to the Stearns chapter. The NO is
now processing applications for the PF
Northern Regional Director vacancy.

Joe Opitz (shooting) breaks another
clay on his way to a tournament best
47 out of 50, while Jason Selvog
keeps a tally.

Again, have a safe and successful fall hunting
season. Take a new friend or youth along
hunting this fall. Mark your calendars for the
spring banquet scheduled for March 7th 2015.

Advertisements

Feel free to visit our chapter website @
www.stearnspf.org for current events and
chapter news. A copy of the map showing
the 33 parcels the Chapter has purchased
the last 30 years, that are available for
public hunting, is posted to the web site.
As always, feel free to contact any Chapter
Director with your ideas for the good of the
cause; we value your feedback and input.

Your Advertisement here
Contact
Joe Orr at
jorr@pheasantsforever.org
(320) 251-7800 Ext. 3
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Steve Sellnow,
President,
Stearns County Pheasants Forever
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Scot Storm wins 2015 Minnesota
Waterfowl Stamp Contest
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Freeport artist Scot Storm has won the 2015 Minnesota Migratory
Waterfowl Stamp contest with his painting of a Harlequin duck. The
painting will be featured on the 2015 Minnesota Migratory Waterfowl
Stamp and was chosen from among 23 entries in the stamp contest
sponsored by the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. Storm
previously won the contest in 2004 with his depiction of a common
merganser, and 2009 when the stamp featured the common
goldeneye.
The $7.50 duck stamp is required of all Minnesota waterfowl hunters
ages 18 through 64. Stamp sales generate about $700,000 per year for
waterfowl habitat enhancement projects on state wildlife management
areas and shallow lakes.
The DNR offers no
prizes for the stamp
contest winner, but the
winning artist retains the
right to reproduce the
work. Each year the
entries are limited to a
predetermined species
that breeds or migrates
through Minnesota. The
eligible species for the 2016 stamp design will be the American
wigeon.

www.mndnr.gov/news.

Painting by: Scot Storm

Pheasants Forever, DNR Dedicate 300-Acre WMA in Honor of Mel Roehrl
Pauda, Minn. - Pheasants Forever (PF) and the Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) dedicated a 303-acre parcel of land in Stearns
County on Saturday, May 3rd in honor of Pheasants Forever
volunteer legend Mel Roehrl.
A Melrose resident and founding member of the Stearns County
Pheasants Forever chapter, Roehrl, at 87-years-old, still serves the
chapter as a committee member, working to protect and enhance
Stearns County’s upland habitat. Initiating more than three
decades ago, the Stearns County Pheasants Forever chapter was
the ninth Pheasants Forever chapter created in the country. Since
then, the chapter has acquired 34 new and/or additions to state
Wildlife
Management
Areas and
federal
Waterfowl
Production
Areas,
totaling more
than 4,700
acres.

Mel Roehrl standing next to the monument with his words written in
stone. “Young hunters start out dreaming of limits of game. As time passes you start having a different view and begin to enjoy more the beauty of
the land, the sky, the warmth and serenity. I joined Pheasants Forever to
help give back and this is what I want to share with my grandchildren
and others around me.”

Most of the current Stearns County Chapter Board of Directors.

“When it comes to conservation in Central Minnesota, Mel is a
household name,” said Eran Sandquist, Pheasants Forever’s
Northern Minnesota regional representative. “The chapter he
founded is recognized as one of the most productive in the nation
and is one of only two chapters in the nation to have spent over $4
million on the organization’s habitat mission.”
“Mel’s legacy in Minnesota was well established before this
dedication ceremony, but his legacy is now an indelible part of the
landscape which he worked so hard to protect,” says Joe Duggan,
Pheasants Forever’s vice president of corporate relations. “This is
the type of project that we’ll look back on years from now and be
very thankful we were able to conserve it, and in the process,
honor one of Minnesota’s distinguished conservationists.”
By: Rehan Nana (651) 209-4973 RNana@pheasantsforever.org

