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DATES TO REMEMBER

MN fishing Opener for Walleye and Northern

2016 SCPF Banquet Highlights
This year’s banquet
attendance was around
330 attendees. 2016
ended up being our most
successful banquet in
recent years. Supper,
auctions, raffles and
games filled the night. A
special thanks to
everyone who helped
make this event a
success.

May 14, 2016

Annual SCPF Banquet
March 4, 2017
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The silent auction. This portion
of the banquet was very popular
and featured a number of items
that drew quite the crowd at the
banquet. Items included: Prints,
signs, hunting accessories, hand
crafted items and many more

Congrats to the 2015
Conservationists of
the Year, the Tr aut
Family. Roys, Mary
and Matt pictured with
SCPF president, Steve
Sellnow. SCPF would
like to thank the
Traut’s for being
positive role models in
the conservation
community.
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More Grass = More Pheasants
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Habitat Highlight

Prairie
Blazingstar
Liatris pycnostachya
Native perennial forb
3-5 feet in height , prefers
full sun to partial shade,
alternate leaves up to 12
inches long that reduce in
size up the stem,
Individual plants have up
to 10 flower stalks and are
often found in colonies.
Blooms: July-September
Butterflies, bees and humminbirds are attracted to it.
Excellent source of nectar.
Does well in a variet of
soils. Resistant to drought
and wet.

As the snow melts and the weather warms,
pheasants begin their reproduction efforts in
early April. The sound of Roosters crowing
reminds us of their territorial efforts to gain
prime nesting areas.

At this time our winter food plots have
allowed hens to come out of winter healthy
and ready to produce productive broods.
It takes merely one rooster per 10-20 hens
for a successful breeding season, this is why
we only hunt the roosters. Often time’s
roosters fight each other for territory claim.
Hens take to fields of native grass,
introduced grasses, alfalfa and other small
grain fields to nest and rear their broods.
Hens seek cover that has not been matted
down by snow or cover that starts growing
early in the season. Undisturbed habitat is
ideal for nesting. Alfalfa provides great
nesting and brood rearing but often leads to
mortality due to the timing of the first
cutting most years.
Freezing temperatures while a hen is laying
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pheasants can fly short distances within three
weeks.
Nesting habitat and favorable weather for
nesting success is the key to high pheasant
populations. More grass = more pheasants.

DNR Walk in Access Now Available in Stearns County
Recently the Stearns County SWCD board
approved the DNRs request to expand the
walk in access (WIA) to Stearns County. The
WIA program provides increased
opportunities for hunters to access more
acres of land open to public hunting. A $3
license fee is required to be purchased to
gain access to these lands.
The program allows landowners to enroll
tracts of land larger than 40 acres in size or
immediately adjacent to other lands open to
public hunting into the program. Priority is
given to land currently enrolled in CRP, RIM
or another long term conservation program.
Other lands will be considered if they are
managed well by the landowner. Eligible
land must be accessible from a public road.
Landowners are paid $10-$13 per acre
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her eggs may cause for a small brood
produced. Only the eggs that followed the
freeze will hatch.
If a hen loses her nest prior to hatch, she will
re-nest all summer until she has a successful
hatch. Due to the amount of energy exerted
while laying egges, each attempt to nest will
result in a smaller nest. If her brood is already
on the ground and she loses them due to
predation or adverse weather, she will then be
done nesting for the year. If a large rainfall or
snowfall event happens, it is better off to
happen early in the nesting season prior to the
hatch.
Hens lay an average of 12 eggs which hatch
within 23-25 days. Following the hatch,

The WIA program is a great way to keep
land in private ownership, allow hunters
more opportunities and provide an incentive
to landowners for enrolling land into
conservation.
Landowners are eligible to enroll now.
Contact your local SWCD office if interested
in enrolling or learning more about the
program.
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Spring Food Plots
have been designed to target certain
species. These are available to order
online. PF also offers free shipping on
all mixes! Milborn seeds out of
Brookings, SD offers high quality food
plot mixes as well. Remember to
Placement:
Placement is important for survival.
rotate crops just as in a normal farming
Whenever possible, a food plot next to operation.
existing winter cover allows for less
travel and lower predation rates.
Size:
Placing a food plot away from roads is Food plot size is variable. In general 2a factor that surprisingly is often
5 acres is a safe bet. A general rule of
overlooked. Make plots wider than
thumb is that on a normal to harsh
they are long, meaning design them to winter, if you food plot is picked over,
be able to handle snow drift. Whenever you likely need to increase the size of
possible, food plots should run wider
your plot. If there is quite a bit of grain
north to south than east to west to keep leftover in the spring, you will benefit
food available even after snowfall
more from planting more native
events.
grasses and wildflowers to provide
nesting and brood rearing habitat to
boost populations even higher.
Seed:
Pick a food plot seed that is going to
attract and benefit the species you are It is also important to identify if there
looking to manage for. In general, a
is available winter cover in your area.
more diverse food plot will provide a If there is not much, you may want to
higher quality diet and lead to a
consider increasing the size of the plot
stronger population of a number of
and choosing a mix that has cover
wild game species in your area. For
benefits.
pheasants, small grans such as
General Wildlife Food Plot Planting
sorghum and millet are easily
Guidelines:
accessible and provide a high quality
Pheasant Food plots: (Sorghum, millet)
diet for birds. If you are looking to
Plant in late spring: mid-may through
manage for deer, corn and soybeans
are hard to beat. Also include clovers June or when soil temperatures reach
60 degrees.
or other vegetation that will provide
Fertilizer: on sorghum, put on around
50 pounds of nitrogen/acre.
Deer Food Plot Mixes: most mixes will
require fertilizer.
If you have grass or broadleaf problem,
use herbicide to control.
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Member Photos

Spring food plots are an important part
of providing high quality habitat for
pheasants, deer, turkeys and other
game species.

*Read labels on food plot mixes for
further direction on what can and
cannot be applied on the plot.
late season forage opportunities.
Pheasants Forever offers multiple
different signature food plot mixes that
THE
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Pictured above is SCPF member Jason
Selvog enjoying some late season ice
fishing in 65 degree weather.

Pictured above is SCPF member and
PF Biologist, Kevin Roth, with a
couple of Toms harvested in
Nebraska.
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(Top): Thanks to Glen Koshiol and Joe Opitz for helping move seed to the pick-up
location. 4 pallets worth of corn,
sorghum and soybeans. (Bottom
Left): Helpers Riley and Cali take a
break from handing out seed.
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Message From the President
• President’s Message-January 14, 2016
. President’s Message May 9, 2016
The Chapter completed food plot seed (corn soybeans and
sorghum) distribution on April 29th and 30th. I received two
bags of RR corn myself for 10 acres of food plots. One bag
was Round seed and the other Flat seed…went through the
planter so I guess it was OK. Food plot seed is free for Chapter
members; seed is made available to others for a small fee.
The Governor signed the REVISED Buffer Law last week.
Last year’s law was suspended by Governor Dayton due to
disagreement with Republicans on specifics in the 2015 Law
regarding “Private Ditches”. The 2016 law “exempts Private
Ditches” from the grass buffers in most cases. Landowners can
still buffer private ditches combining CRP and some State
programs to establish buffers. Cost share and annual rental
payments are provided based on the soil rental rate. Pheasants
Forever encourages all landowners to use Federal and State
programs to consider buffering Private Ditches. Voluntary
buffering by landowners will eliminate the need for the
State to enact further legislation requiring Best
Management Practices on private lands.
Assistance is available on specifics of the Buffer Law and how
it applies to your lands from the Pheasants Forever Farm Bill
Biologist located in the USDA Service Center in Waite Park.

The Stearns County Soil and Water Conservation District
provides technical assistance to deliver and administer the State
Buffer Law; the SWCD is also located in the USDA Service
Center. Call 320.251.7800 for assistance.
Improving Pheasant habitat on existing State and Federal lands
is a 2016 priority for the SCPF Board of Directors. The Board
is concerned about the specifics of some WMA management
plans. One item discussed by the Board is the lack of adequate
“Roosting” habitat. It was noted that one of the first practices
implemented on newly acquired WMA’s is to “cut down all the
trees”. Shelterbelts are a necessity for bird survival. Other
discussions centered on lack of food plots and quality of cover.
The Stearns County Banquet date has been set for the first
Saturday in March 2017; location TBD. We had a very
successful this past March; thanks to all our members “it works
because you help”.
Steve Sellnow, President, SCPF

